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INTRODUCTION 

The  purpose  of  this  thesis  is  to  show  the  fundamental 
religious  concepts  of  Arnos  and  Hosea,  and  also  to  make  a com- 
parison and  contrast  of  them. 

In  its  scope  this  thesis  will  necessarily  include  a con- 
sideration of  the  literature  of  each  of  the  prophets  bearing 
their  names,  in  order  to  determine  the  authentic  passages, 
as  certain  passages,  for  reasons  which  will  be  stated,  do  not 
seem  to  be  valid.  Other  Hebrew  writings,  such  as  the  Books 
of  Kings  and  Chronicles,  will  be  examined  in  getting  the  proper 
setting  of  each  of  the  prophets'  messages.  Then  in  order  to 
confirm  thfese  historical  documents  and  sources,  a brief  study 
will  be  made  of  Archaeology,  which  will  establish  certain 
important  dates,  characters  and  events. 

To  really  catch  the  significance  of  the  Prophets,  it  is 
necessary  to  know  and  understand  the  historical  backgroimd  of 
the  eighth  century  in  which  Amos  and  Hosea  ministered.  This 
will  include  a study  of  the  political,  civil,  social  and 
economic  and  religious  situations  leading  up  to  and  during 
the  prophets'  labors. 

No  less  important  in  understanding  the  spirit  of  their 
messages  is  the  knowledge  of  their  personal  lives  and  charac- 
ters. 

The  major  religious  concepts  found  in  the  messages  of 
Amos  and  Hosea, as  they  naturally  grew  out  of  their  experiences. 
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will  be  dlsciissed  at  length.  Such  fundamental  religious 
concepts  as  God,  Sin,  Mercy,  Righteousness  and  Justice, 
Salvation,  and  the  Final  Outcome  of  Things  will  be  considered. 
Then  these  religious  concepts  will  be  compared  and  con- 
trasted to  see  wherein  their  messages  differ  and  the  con- 
tributions each  made  to  religion. 


CHAPTER  I.  EXAN:INATION  OF  THE  SOURCES  OF  AUTHENTIC  PASSAGES. 


A,  The  Book  of  Amos. 

1 2 

Dr,  S.  R.  Driver  and  Dr.  ’V.  R.  Harper  agree  that 
the  Book  of  Amos  as  a whole  is  above  suspicion  and  as  well 
preserved  as  any  in  the  Hebrew  text.  There  are,  however, 
particular  passages  which,  chiefly  on  account  of  their 
supposed  incompatibility  with  the  historical  or  the  theo- 
logical conditions  of  the  age  of  Amos,  have  been  regarded 
as  later  additions  to  the  original  text  of  the  prophecy. 
Only  the  passages  that  have  an  overwhelming  amount  of  evi- 
dence against  them  will  be  rejected  and  considered  un- 
authentic.  The  title  1:1;  the  "Judah  passage"  2:4,5;  and 
the  "hope  passages"  9:8-15  will  be  discussed  in  this 
chapter.  A survey  of  the  criticisms  will  be  made  to  show 
the  disagreement  of  modern  scholarship  on  the  disputed 
passages . 

3 

Dr,  S.  R,  Driver  lists  among  those  who  reject  or 
question  the  authenticity  of  certain  parts  the  following: 

1,  Duhm  questioned  2:4-5;  4:13;  5:8-9;  9:5-6. 

2,  Wellhausen  (1892)  rejects  in  addition:  1:9-12; 
3:14b;  5:26;  6:2;  8:6,8,11,12;  9:8-15. 

3,  Cheyne  in  W,  R,  Smith,  Prophets . 1895,  p,  XVf;  on 

1,  Driver,  S.  R,,  Joel  and  Amos,  p.  119. 

2,  Harper,  W.  R.,  Amos  and  Ho sea,  p,  XXIII. 

3,  Driver,  S.  R.,  An  intro  duct! on  to  the  Literature  of  the 

0. T.,  p,  318, 
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5:26;  9:8-15;  (see  also  "Expositor",  January  1897, 

p,  42ff)  rejects  1:2;  2:4,5;  4:13;  5:8,9,26; 

8:11,12;  9:5,6,8-15. 

1 

4.  G,  A,  Snith  in"The  Book  of  the  Twelve  Prophets" 
at  least  suspects: 

a.  The  oracle  against  Edom  1:11-12  p,  129f. 

b,  Oracle  against  Judah  2:4-5  p,*  155f. 

^ c.  Such  passages  as  4:13;  5:8-9;  9:5,6 

p.  201ff. 

d.  Passages  containing  phrase  "God  of  Hosts" 
5:14-15  p.  168f. 

e.  Reference  to  Calneh,  Hamath  and  Gath 
6:2  p,  173, 

f.  Reference  to  virgins  and  young  men  who 
faint  for  thirst  8:13  p,  185,  and  defi- 
nitely rejects  9:8-15  hope  of  final  res- 
toration of  God’s  people  p,  190ff,  308ff. 

2 

5,  W,  R,  Smith  in  his  Prophets ,1882 , defended  2:4,5; 
4:13;  5:8-9;  9:5,6  and  was  upheld  by  Kuenen  in 
1889. 

The  title  1:1  must  be  rejected  as  being  written  by 
Amos,  for,  it  is  not  only  written  in  the  third  person,  in- 
dicating it  is  a later  statement  about  him,  but  there  seems 
to  be  no  valid  reason  why  he  should  be  concerned  about 


1,  Smith,  G.A,,  The  Book  of  the  Twelve  Prophets,  p,  135 

2,  Smith,  W,  R. , " The  l^rophets  of  Israel,  p,  398. 


Uzziah,  King  of  Judah,  when  the  burden  of  his  message  was 

1 

aimed  directly  at  Israel.  The  title  will  be  referred  to 
in  order  to  fix  the  approximate  date  of  Hosea. 

The  Judah  passage  2:4-5  is  questioned,  partly  on  ac- 
count of  its  Deuteronomic  style,  as  its  composition  is 
assigned  to  the  7th  century  B.C;  partly  because  of  the 
general  and  conventional  character  of  the  indictment  brought 
in  it  against  Judah,  which  contrasts  strongly  with  the 
forcible  and  specific  charges  laid  against  the  other  nations 
in  survey,  *'The  resemblances  with  Deuteronomy  are  not, 

however,  particularly  close;  and  phrases  approximating  to 

2 

those  used  in  it  must  have  been  current  previously," 

W,  R.  Smith  observed  that  "to  reject  the  Torah  (or  direction) 
of  Jehovah"  is  shown  by  Isaiah  5:24  to  have  been  a pre- 
Deuteronomic  expression;  and  "the  statutes  of  God  and  His 
Torah  appear  together  just  as  here  in  the  undoubtedly 
ancient  narrative  Exodus  18:16,  where  also  the  reference 

3 

is  similarity  to  the  ordinances  of  civil  righteousness." 

It  would  have  been  strange,  had  Amos  excepted  Judah  in  his 
survey  of  the  nations  which  had  Incurred  Jehovah’s  dis- 
pleasure ( cf  3:1  and  6:1);  the  terms  of  the  indictment  are 
no  doubt  general;  but  both  counts  in  it  are  supported  by 
the  testimony  of  Isaiah,  20-30  years  afterwards,  Isaiah 

1,  Amos  7:15, 

2,  Driver,  S.R,,  Joel  and  Amos,  p,  120, 

3,  Smith,  W.R.,  Prophets  of  Israel,  Vol,  2,  p,  399f, 


tvs-' 


5;7-24  and  2!6-8,18,20;  and  Amos  may  have  desired  to  re- 
serve the  more  pointed  and  definite  charges  in  order  to 
lay  them  against  Israel,  There  remains  one  very  importsint 
section,  the  "hope  passage",  9:8b-15,  to  he  discussed  and 
rejected  as  coming  from  the  hand  of  Amos, 

J,  M,  P,  Smith  regards  the  closing  passage  of  the  book 

9:8b-15  as  a later  addition  for  he  cannot  find  in  Amos  any 

1 

"confident  portrayal  of  a glorious  future," 

H,  P,  Smith  criticizes  the  final  vision  of  Amos  because 

there  is  a relenting  on  the  part  of  Jehovah  after  judgment 

2 

and  destruction  was  pronounced,  Further,  that  the  passage 

concerns  Itself  with  things  in  which  Amos  shows  no  interest 

elsewhere;  the  ruined  house  of  David,  the  return  of  Israel 

3 

from  Captivity, 

4 

W,  R,  Harper  states  that  we  cannot  prove  that  Amos 
saw  in  the  future  a brighter  picture,  and  cites  many 
reasons  for  denying  the  "hope  passage", 

I,  The  picture  of  the  restoration  is  inconsistent  with 
Amos'  repeated  sinnoun cements  of  entire  destruction 
(5:1,2;  9:1-4, 7), 

2,  There  is  a favorable  attitude  towards  Judah,  as 
distinct  from  Israel, which  is  not  characteristic 
of  Amos, 


1,  Snith,  J,M,P,,  The  Prophets  and  Their  Times,  p,  79, 

2,  Smith,  H,P,,  The  Religion  of  Israel,  p,  137, 

3,  Ibid. , p,  217, 

4,  Harper,  W.  R.,  Amos  and  Hosea,  p,  195. 


3,  The  emphasis  laid  upon  material  blessings  is  in- 
consistent with  the  attitude  of  Amos,  whose  message 
is  ethical. 

4,  The  fact  that  the  passage  echoes  later  writings. 

5,  The  abruptness  of  trsinsition  from  the  announcement 
of  destruction  to  the  promise  of  restoration  in 
5:8b. 

6,  The  passage  seems  to  look  back  upon  a ruined  nation 

7,  Amos  contemplates  an  exile  in  Assyria,  not  a 
scattering  among  the  nations  as  here. 

Therefore,  such  a weight  of  evidence  against  this 
passage  makes  its  acceptance  impossible, 

B,  The  Book  of  Hosea. 

Until  very  recent  times  the  Book  of  Hosea,  in  its 
present  form,  was  commonly  ascribed  to  the  prophet  whose 
name  it  bears;  few,  if  any,  passages  were  questioned  as 
later  additions  or  interpolations.  However,  with  the  ad- 
vance of  critical  scholarship  sui  increasing  number  of 
passages  have  come  to  be  questioned.  Dr,  Harper  tells  us 
that  the  text  of  Hosea  is  one  of  the  most  corrupt  in  the 

Old  Testament, for  the  number  of  passages  which  almost  defy 

1 

interpretation  is  very  large.  Prof,  H,  W,  Robinson  says, 
"The  alleged  secondary  elements,  apart  from  words  and 


1,  Harper,  J,R.,  Amos  and  Hosea,  p,  cixiii 
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sentences  of  minor  importance,  may  be  grouped  as  follows: 

(1)  References  to  Judah;  (2)  Passages  that  picture  the 

glory  of  the  future;  (3)  phrases  and  sentences  of  a technical 

archaeological  or  historical  character.  Inserted  by  way  of 

expansion  or  explanation;  (4)  miscellaneous  glosses  and 

interpolations  for  which  no  special  motive  may  be  dis- 
1 

covered.  The  only  passages  that  will  be  considered  un- 

authentic  are  those  in  which  there  is  considerable  amount 

of  evidence  against  them.  The  title  1:1;  the  "Judah 

passages"  1:7;  4:15;  6:11;  8:14;  the  "hope  passages"  8:14 

and  the  epilogue  14:9,  A survey  of  the  criticisms  will  be 

made  to  show  how  impossible  it  is  for  modern  scholars  to 

agree  on  the  disputed  passages, 

2 

J,  A,  Bewer  tells  us  that  the  earlier  Judean  editor 

makes  Hosea^s  message  apply  to  Judah  as  well  as  Israel  in 

5:10,  12-14;  5:4,11;  8:14;  10:11;  12:2,  also  that  the  later 

editor  added  the  hopeful  words  in  Judah  1:7-10,  as  well  as 

some  favorable  references  such  as  3:5;  4:15;  11:12b, 

3 

J,  M,  P,  Smith  feels  that  only  the"hope  passages" 
which  he  refers  to  6re"in  all  probability  the  product  of 
later  editors"  1:10-2:1;  2:14-16,18-23;  3:5;  11:8-11;  14: 

4-9,  but  he  regards  14:1-3  as  "in  keeping  with  the  entire 
passage," 

1,  Abingdon  Bible  Commentary,  Introduction  to  Hosea,  p,  761, 

2,  Bewer,  J.  A.,  The  Literature  of  the  0>T.,  p,  96, 

5,  Snith,  J,M.P.,  Prophets  and  Their  Times,  p,  XVII, 
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1 

3.  R.  Driver  rejects  several  passages  because  they 
express  ideas  alien  to  Hosea’s  historical  or  theological 
position,  and  because  they  appear  to  Interrupt  the  con- 
nection of  thought,  and  are  regarded  as  later  additions 
to  the  original  text  by  several  scholars,  Stade  will  not 
accept  1;7;  1:10-2:1;  3:5;  4:15a  and  8:14,  Wellhausen  re- 
jected in  addition  2:16;  6:11;  7;1;  10:13b;  14:1-9  as  well 

as  a few  less  important  phrases  elsewhere, 

2 

MacFadyen  notes  the  interruption  in  the  context  be- 
cause of  1:10-12;  an  outlook  on  Messianic  days  which  con- 
siders Judah  as  well  as  Israel,  presupposes  the  exile  of 
Judah,  and  anticipates  2:21-23,  and,  therefore,  does  not 
allow  it  to  be  created  by  Hosea;  nor  csui  1:7,  which  is 
Quite  irrelevant  and  appears  to  refer  to  the  deliverance 
of  Jerusalem  from  Sennacherib  in  701  B.C, 

As  all  scholars  do  not  doubt  the  same  passages,  this 
thesis  will  be  confined  to  the  passages  that  shall  follow. 
The  title  1:1  will  be  rejected  because  it  makes  Hosea  a 
contemporary  of  Isaiah  and  his  period  of  prophesying  ex- 
tend over  a period  of  practically  a century  728-686  B,G, 
The  title  is  not  in  its  original  form, 

1,  The  title  infers  that  the  two  historical  periods 
suggested  by  the  grouping  of  the  Kings  of  the  north  and 


1,  Driver,  S.R.,  Introduction  to  the  Literature  of  the  0,T,, 

p,  306, 

2,  MacFadyen,  J.E.,  Introduction  to  the  O.T,,  p,  179, 


south  synchronize,  "it  Is  certain  that  Jeroboam  II  of 

1 

Israel  died  before  his  contemporary  Uzziah  of  Judah," 

2,  It  is  probable  that  if  Hosea  were  from  the  north 
he  would  not  date  his  prophecy  by  the  reigns  of  the  Kings 
of  the  south, 

3,  It  is  evident  that  chapters  one  to  three  belong  to 
the  reign  of  Jeroboam  II  and  chapters  four  to  fourteen  be- 
long to  the  period  of  anarchy  that  follow.  Thus,  it  is 
strange  that  Uzziah  of  the  later  date  should  precede 
Jeroboam  of  earlier  date. 

4,  Hosea  refers  to  Gilead  (6:8;  12:1)  with  the  im- 
plication that  it  is  Israelitish  and  no  reference  is  made 
as  to  a judgment  having  taken  place.  This  would  place  the 
prophecies  not  later  than  734  B.C,,  when  Tiglath  Pileser 

carried  the  inhabitants  of  the  trans-Jordanic  area  into 
2 

Assyria.  Further,  Hosea  makes  no  mention  of  the  attack 

upon  Judah  by  Pekah  which  took  place  in  735  B.G.  It  is 

thought  a later  scribe  prefixed  the  title  to  the  book  and 

appended  the  names  of  the  Judean  Kings. 

We  turn  now  to  a consideration  of  the  references  made 

to  Judah,  especially  those  which  are  favorable  to  Judah  as 

3 

over  against  Israel,  Cannon  G,  H.  Box  feels  that  1:7;  4:15 
and  11:12b  are  interpolations,  G,  A.  Snith  rejects  these 

1,  Cheyne  , T.K.,  The  Book  of  Hosea,  pp,  11-12. 

2,  II  Kings  15:29. 

3,  Peake,  A.S,,  A Commentary  on  the  Bible,  Box,  C,  G,  H. , 

Hosea,  p.  554. 
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outright  because  they  are  obviously  intrusive  in  a prophecy 
dealing  only  with  Israel,  and  it  clearly  reflects  the  de- 
liverance of  Judah  from  Sennacherib  in  701,  Thus,  it  can- 
not be  held  for  anything  but  an  insertion  of  a date  subse- 
quent to  that  deliverance,  and  introduced  by  a pious  Jew 

1 

to  signalize  Judah’s  fate  in  contrast  with  Israel’s,  Also 

he  continues  by  saying  that  these  must  be  rejected  because 

",  , , Hosea  nowhere  else  makes  any  distinction  between 

2 

Ephraim  and  Judah," 

I 3 4 5 

J,  A,  Bewer  , P,  G,  Eiselen  , and  S,  R,  Driver  agree 

1 that  these  passages  were  added  by  a later  writer,  W,  R, 

j 6 

I Harper  ronarks  that  in  some  instances  Judah  has  been  sub- 
j stituted  for  Israel  or  Ephraim,  It  would  be  unfair  to  say 
I that  Hosea  wrote  none  of  the  " Judah  passages".  However, 
the  passages  showing  a definite  partiality  of  Jehovah  to- 
ward Judah  cannot  be  accepted  because,  being  a citizen  of 

! 

; the  northern  Kingdom,  he  would  not  feel  that  Judah  was  any 
I better  in  the  eyes  of  Jehovah  than  his  own  country.  There- 
fore, 1:7;  4:15;  8:14;  11:12b  must  be  rejected  as  showing 
partiality  to  Judah, 


1,  Smith,  G,A,,  The  Twelve  Prophets,  p,  213, 

2,  Ibid, , p,  224. 

3,  Bewer,  J.A.,  The  Literature  of  the  O.T. , p,  96, 

4,  Eiselen,  P,  C,,  The  Prophets  Books  of  the  0,T,,  Vol.  2, 

p,  3b9, 

5,  Driver,  S,  R,,  Introduction  to  the  Literature  of  the 

^,T,,  p,  306, 

, Harper,  W,R,,  Amos  and  Hosea,  p,  236, 


6 


The  "hope  passages"  cannot  all  be  quoted  or  discussed. 
However,  all  shall  be  accepted  in  this  thesis  except 
3:5;  6:11  and  8:14.  J,  M.  P.  Snith  criticizes  these  pas- 
sages and  says  that  they  are  "in  all  probability  other 

1 

products  of  later  writers".  The  "hope  passages"  must 
rest  upon  the  interpretation  of  the  story  of  Hosea's 
marriage  in  1:2-9  and  3:l--4,  If  we  should  deny  the  integ- 
rity of  this  tragic  experience  to  Hosea,  the  message  of 
love  and  hope  which  is  at  the  very  heart  of  his  words  would 
have  found  no  place  and  Israel  could  never  have  seen  beyond 
hopeless  retribution  and  doom  to  the  love  and  hope  so  finely 
expressed  especially  in  14:1-8  and  as  an  echo  of  the  spirit 
and  aim  of  all  that  goes  before. 

The  epilogue  14:9  is  regarded  by  Dr,  Scott  as  being 

entirely  harmonious  with  his  message  and  is  thought  of  as 

2 

"the  sum  and  substance  of  Hosea's  message".  However,  Dr, 

3 

Harper  says  it  is  a later  addition  and  gives  several 
reasons : 

1,  The  reference  to  Judah  is  uncalled  for, 

2,  The  style  resembles  Amos  rather  than  Hosea, 

3,  The  natural  conclusion  of  the  discourse  is  in 
verse  13;  verse  14  only  weakens  the  climax, 

1,  Smith,  J,M,F,,  "nie  Prophets  and  Their  Times,  p,  xvii, 

2,  Scott,  M.,  The  Message  of  Hosea,  p.  78T 

3,  Harper,  W.R.,  Amos  and  Hosea,  p,  324. 
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4,  The  thought  of  Jehovah  as  Israel’s  creator  is  un- 
expected in  Hosea's  time. 

Therefore,  this  passage  is  rejected  for  the  above 
reasons, 

C,  The  Books  of  Kings  and  Chronicles. 

The  Books  of  Kings  embrace  the  history  of  Israel 
from  Solomon  (973-935)  to  the  release  of  Jehoiachin  from 
prison  in  Babylon  in  562  B.C,  We  have  in  Kings  brief  sum- 
maries of  the  reigns  of  all  the  kings,  forming  the  framework 
of  the  whole  book.  They  were  taken  from  "the  Chronicles  of 

the  Kings  of  Israel  or  Judah  by  the  compiler  whom  we  may 

1 

call  the  author  of  Kings,"  In  addition,  he  enriched  his 

narratives  which  called  forth  prophetical  activity.  These 

2 

are  probably  taken  from  Lives  of  the  Prophets,  The  pas- 
sages were  written  from  the  Deutaroncmic  point  of  view  and 

interests.  The  Priestly  element  is  of  very  limited  extent, 

3 

consisting  of  inserted  words,  phrases  or  verses.  Kings 
is  not  satisfactorily  arranged  but  its  chronology  is  estab- 
lished in  Assyrian  Chronology,  which  makes  Kings  a trust- 
worthy source.  Dr,  Mitchell  well  remarks  that  it  is  "val- 

4 

uable  to  those  who  know  how  to  handle  it," 

The  Books  of  Chronicles  consist  of  a series  of  geneal- 


1. 

2, 

3. 

4, 


Abingdon  Bible  Commentary,  p,  413, 

I Kings  13:1-32;  14:1-18;  18:1-46, 

Creelman,  H.,  An  Introduction  to  the  Literature  of  the 
Old  Testament,  p,  5^ 

Mitchell,  H.G.,  AJ^os,  p,  14, 
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ogles  and  other  statistics  from  Adam  to  the  decree  of  Cyrus 

I 

in  about  529  B.C,  "it  is  written  from  the  standpoint  of  view 

of  those  interested  in  the  religious  Institutions  of  the 

1 

Jewish  people,"  It  is  a restatement  of  an  earlier  history 

I 

of  Judah,  as  only  the  barest  references  are  made  to  the 
Northern  Kingdom.  "The  Chronicles'  chief  source  is  from  I 
and  II  Kings,  from  which  he  makes  numerous  extracts,  but  re- 
fleets  his  own  mental  and  theological  outlook,"  II  Chronicles 
runs  parallel  to  I and  II  Kings  and  is  a supplonent,  not  a ! 

I 

substitute.  Kings  is  the  older  book  and  is  superior  as  a 

historical  source,  "Wherever  the  same  events  are  narrated, 

5 

Chronicles  depends  on  Kings,"  It  is  necessary  to  go  out- 

4 

side  Kings  and  Chronicles  for  chronological  evidence.  How- 
ever this  does  not  mean  that  the  traditions  and  narratives 
are  not  authentic  because  they  are  "adequately  supported  by 
other  biblical  writings  and  Assyrian  inscriptions. 


D,  Archaeology. 

Research  in  the  field  of  Archaeology  has  cleared 
up  many  of  the  difficulties  in  the  Scripture  as  concerning 
chronology  and  history.  Inscriptions  from  ancient  monuments 
confirm  dates  and  locations.  Kings  and  events,  and  the  polit 
ical,  social  and  religious  conditions  of  the  eighth  century 
prophets.  Valuable  light  has  been  thrown  on  the  books  of 

1 , Creelman,H„Ai  Introduction  to  the  Literature  of  the  Old 

I Testament,  p.  62 , 

2,  Abingdon  Bible  Commentary,  p,  439, 

3,  ibid. , 412, 

i._  4,  Bameg,  W,E. . The  Two  Books  of  Kings,  p,  xxvil. 
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Kings  especially  upon  which  this  thesis  depends  for  correct 
dates,  events  and  to  reveal  the  conditions  of  that  day.  The 
Assyrian  black  obelisk,  set  up  by  Shalmaneser  IIJ,  tells  of 
the  tribute  that  Jehu,  King  of  Israel  in  842  B.C.,  gave  to 
I him.  The  Old  Testament  is  silent, 

I 

I The  inscription  of  Tigla th-pileser  III  and  Sargon  gives 

us  light  on  the  last  days  of  Israel's  Kingdom,  The  Assyrian 

t 

inscriptions  enable  us  to  correct  the  unsatisfactory  chron- 
I ology  of  this  period,  Tiglath-plleser  mentions  in  his  records 
^ no  less  than  four  K^ngs  by  name:  Jehoaliaz,  Menelion,  Pekah, 

; and  Ho shea,  from  whom  he  received  tribute,  which  confirms 

I 

II  Kings  16:8;  15:19ff;  15:29ff;  and  17:3-6, 

Sargon,  . who  succeeded  Shalmaneser  V,  tells  of  his  seizurei 
of  Samaria  in  722  B.C,  that  is  recorded  in  II  Kings  17:3-5, 
i These  inscriptions  are  convincing  and  are  considered  as 

I 

1 

authentic,  i 

! 

E,  Conclusion; 

For  reasons  already  stated,  the  following  passages 
' in  Amos  will  be  regarded  as  insufficiently  authoritative  for 
use:  the  title  1:1,  the  "Judah"  passage,  2:4,5;  and  the 

"hope"  passage,  9;^-15, 

In  Hosea  the  following  passages  will  be  excluded  for 
various  reasons  already  stated.  The  title  1:1;  passages 
showing  definite  partiality  toward  Judah,  1:7;  4:15;  and 
11:12b;  3:5  is  too  Messianic;  6:11  refers  to  the  captivity; 

I 

8gl4  weakens  the  climax,  and  14;9  is  an  added  word, 
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The  Books  of  Kings  and  Chronicles  are  accepted  as 
historical  but  corrections  must  be  made  chronologically. 

Archaeology  spoke  in  the  Assyrian  language  when  the  Old 
Testament  was  silent.  It  has  confirmed  important  dates, 
characters,  and  events,  and  conditions  of  that  age  which  are 
pertinent  to  this  thesis. 
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CHAPTER  II:  HISTORICAL  BACKGROUND  OF  EIGHTH  CENTURY  ISRAEL 

AND  JUDAH. 

^ A,  The  Political  Situation, 

1 

Jehu  became  the  tenth  King  of  Israel  (843-816  B.C.) 

at  the  hand  of  Elijah  to  execute  vengeance  upon  the  wicked 

house  of  Ahab,  He  murdered  King  Jehoram  of  Israel  and  King 

Ahaziah  of  Judah,  He  also  massacred  the  royal  family  of 

Israel  and  Judah,  The  great  blow  was  struck  when  he  prac- 

2 

tically  destroyed  Baal  worship  out  of  Israel.  His  reign 

was  disastrous  for  he  continued  to  pemit  the  bull-worship 

introduced  by  Jeroboam  I,  Jehu  took  no  heed  "to  walk  in 

3 4 

the  way  of  Jehovah"  and  "Israel  was  cut  off",  Israel, 

under  King  Jehu,  became  a vassal  of  Shalmaneser  III,  King  of 

Assyria,  in  842  B.C,  Jehu  is  the  first  King  to  be  mentioned 

on  the  Assyrian  monuments.  On  the  famous  black  obelisk  of 

Shalmaneser  I H,  where  he  inscribed  his  Syrian  victories, 

5 

Jehu  is  represented  as  paying  tribute.  Above  its  various 
panels  is  another  inscription  that  Jehu  paid  silver,  gold, 
a golden  bowl,  a golden  goblet,  a golden  ladle,  golden  pit- 
chers, bars  of  lead,  a sceptre  for  the  hand  of  the  King,  and 
6 

spear  shafts.  On  the  same  black  obelisk  a campaign  is  de- 
scribed in  842  in  which  Hazael  of  Damascus  was  attacked 


1.  II  Kings  8:7-15;  9:1-10:36. 

2.  II  Kings  10:28, 

3.  II  Kings  10:31. 

4,  II  Kings  10:32. 

5,  Barton,  G.A.,  Archaeology  and  the  Bible,  p,  363, 

6,  Ibid. , p.  363. 
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and  he  lost  over  a thousand  chariots  and  sixteen  thousand 


\ 


I 


1 

men.  Another  psinel  describes  the  fifth  campaign  in  8'69  B.C. 

2 

where  Shalmaneser  declares  he  captured  four  cities  of  Hazael. 
In  still  another  inscription,  which  gives  the  summary  of  his 
wars,  the  King  of  Assyria  tells  of  pursuing  Hazael  to  Damas- 
cus, his  capital  city,  which  he  successfully  held  against 
3 

him.  Nothing  daunted  Hazael  who  came  out  again  and  took 

away  Israel  and  all  the  lands  east  of  Jordan,  "Shalmaneser 

4 

III  was  no  infallible  protection  against  Syria,"  Hazael 

in  839  B.C.  routed  his  formidable  foe  and  turned  his  attention 

5 

toward  weak  Israel,  The  prophet  Amos  wrote  fifty  years 

later  how  the  Syrians  threshed  Gilead  with  threshing  instru- 
6 

ments  of  iron. 

7 

Then  Jehu's  son,  Jehoahaz,  (816-800  B.C.)  reigned  but 

under  Syria's  power.  He  was  a weak  King  and  conditions  in 

Israel  grew  worse,  Hazael  went  as  far  as  "Gath  and  took  it," 

8 

In  Jehoash's  reign  (800-785  B.C.)  Hazael  was  given  all  the 

9 

gold  and  treasures  of  the  temple  to  spare  the  city,  Hazael 
became  the  mightiest  of  the  rulers  of  Damascus,  Under  his 
strong  hand  the  whole  country  was  subject  to  Syria,  He  was 
master  of  Judah  under  Jehoash  and  of  Israel  under  Jehoahaz, 


1.  Ibid. , p,  362. 

2.  Ibid, , p.  363. 

3.  T5TH,  , p.  363. 

4.  Abingdon  Bible  Commentary,  p,  732, 

! 6.  II  Kings  32:33. 

6,  Amos  1:3. 

I 7.  II  Kings  13:1-9. 

I 8'.  II  Kings  13:10-14:16. 

9,  II  Kings  12:18. 
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In  the  midst  of  Hazael ' s soverignty  Jehovah  gave  Israel 

1 

a "Saviour"  In  the  King  of  Assyria,  Jehoash  became  King 
of  Israel,  who  became  a creditable  ruler  under  the  prophet 
Elisha’s  guidance,  Jehoash  recovered  the  cities  taken  by 
Syria  and  extended  their  borders  to  Edom  and  Philistia,  re- 
ducing the  people  to  subjection  and  laying  them  under  tribut 
Assyria  began  to  suffer  a decline,  Adad-nirari  III 
(810-782)  deposed  his  mother,  Semiranus,  and  ruled.  An 

Assyrian  inscription  states  that  he  not  only  gained  control 

2 

of  the  "Upper  Sea  and  the  Mediterranean"  , but  also  forced 

the  Hittite  land,  Amorlte  territory.  Tyre,  Sidon,  Israel, 

Sind  Edom  to  pay  tribute;  and  made  Palestine  recognize  his 
3 

suzerainty,  Israel,  which  had  been  so  oppressed  by  Syria, 

4 

now  hoped  for  Assyrian  aid  against  Damascus  and  Judah. 

Adadnirari  was  a contemporary  of  Jehoahaz  and  Jehoash  of 

Israel,  and  of  Joash  and  Amaziah  of  Judah, 

5 

Amaziah  (798-780),  the  son  of  Joash,  began  his  reign 
and  "the  Kingdom  was  established  in  his  hand".  Taking  ad- 
vantage of  Judah’s  troubles,  an  Edomite  army  made  a raid, 
but  was  caught  in  the  valley  of  Salt,  and  pursued  up  into 
the  hills;  their  rock -girt  metropolis  Sela  was  taken  and 
the  prisoners  hurled  to  their  death  from  the  top  of  the 

1,  II  Kings  13:1-9, 

2,  Olmstead,  A.T.,  Assyrian  Wars,  p,  442, 

3,  S^ith,  H.P,,  History  of  Israel,  p,  414,,  and 
Barton,  G.A.,  Archaeology  of  the  Bible,  p,  366, 

4,  Gornill,  C,H, , "History  of  the  PropheTs  of  Israel,  p,  96, 

5,  II  Kings  14:1-20;  II  Chronicles  25:1-28. 
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1 

cliffs.  He  brought  back  the  gods  of  the  Edomites  and  wor- 
2 

shiped  them.  Jehoash,  King  of  Israel,  had  been  winning 

victories  over  the  enfeebled  Syrians,  These  Kings,  bold  of 

their  success,  turned  their  arms  against  each  other  when 

3 

Amaziah  challenged  Jehoash  to  fight,  Amaziah  suffered  a 

serious  defeat  and  Israel  broke  down  the  wall  and  carried 

away  the  treasures  of  the  palace  and  temple,  Amaziah,  who 

had  brought  disaster  on  Judah,  was  finally  assassinated  by 

conspirators  from  Jerusalem,  Samsria  ruled  supreme  in  Pales 

4 

tine  and  held  tributes  for  the  fidelity  of  the  south. 

Near  the  end  of  Adad-nirari  Ill’s  reign,  he  saw  his  re- 
venge of  Damascus,  He  received  tribute,  but  with  it  went 

an  unrecognized  curse,  the  pestilence,  which,  as  Amos  puts 
5 

it,  Jehovah  had  sent  among  the  Hebrews  from  the  road  of 

Egypt,  Assyria  was  in  rapid  decline,  "The  bubonic  plague 

was  prevalent  in  the  Assyrian  home  land,  Haldians  penetrated 

within  twenty-five  miles  of  Nineveh,  the  conquests  in  the 

mountains  were  lost,  Babylonia  slipped  away  into  anarchy, 

yet  the  Syrian  expeditions  were  continued  by  Shalmaneser  IV 

(782-772),  who  reached  the  Cedar  lands  in  775  B.G,  and  in 

6 

773  B.C,  marched  against  Damascus."  As  Assyria  advanced 
Syria  was  obliged  to  withdraw  her  forces  from  Palestine  for 


1,  Olmstead,  A.T.,  History  of  Palestine  and  Assyria,  p,  414, 

2,  II  Chronicles  25:11-24:  II  Kings  14:7. 

3,  II  Kings  14:9. 

4,  II  Chronicles  25:27,28, 

5,  Amos  4:10, 

6,  Olmstead,  A.T.,  History  of  Assyria , p.  169, 
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Ashurdan  III  was  continuing  the  Assyrian  advance  in  Syria, 

but  civil  wars  broke  in  Assyria  and  he  had  to  give  it  up, 

Assyria  continued  to  lose  her  hold  on  the  north  until 

Tiglath-Pileser  III  (745-747  B.C.)  marched  forth  capturing 

Arpad,  and  then  Hamath,  then  to  Damascus,  and  through  Pales- 

1 

tine,  to  Philistia, 

Syria  was  broken  by  the  Assyrian  invasion,  and  Assyria 

was  occupied  wj th  problems  at  home.  There  was  no  oppressor. 

2 

The  long  reign  of  A§ariah  or  Uzziah  (780-740  B.C.)  marks 
an  upward  trend  in  Judah’s  fortunes.  He  conquered  the  Phil- 
istines, Arabians,  and  the  Ammonites,  He  built  fortifi- 
cations and  encouraged  husbandry;  but  when  he  became  strong, 
*'his  heart  was  lifted  up  to  his  destruction,  he  transgressed 

against  the  Lord  his  God", 

3 

Jeroboam  II  (785-745)  followed  his  father,  Jehoash, 

as  King  of  Israel,  Under  Adadnirari  IV  (810-782  B.C.) 

Assyria  was  strong  enough  to  keep  Syria’s  attention  from 

Israel,  and  being  herself  disturbed  by  internal  difficulties, 

could  not  push  her  conquests  into  Israel,  He  added  Hamath 

4 

and  Damascus  to  Israel,  Thus,  he  brought  the  nation  tem- 
porary prosperity  and  enlargement  of  borders. 

The  prosperous  reigns  of  UzzisLh  and  Jeroboam  II  were 
followed  by  disaster.  The  Kingdom  suffered  from  greed  and 

1,  Olmstead,  A.T.,  History  of  Assyria,  p,  166. 

2,  II  Kings  14:ll-lFj  II  Chronicles  27:1-9, 

3,  II  Kings  14:23-29, 

4,  II  Kings  14:25;  Amos  6:14, 
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oppression  of  its  rulers  and  invasions  of  the  Assyrians. 

"The  period  that  followed  the  death  of  Jeroboam  II  was  one  j 

1 I 

of  increasing  internal  broils  and  bloody  revolutions,"  I 

2 i 

Zechariah  (744  B.C.)  reigned  six  months  and  was  murdered  by  ' 

Shallum,  who  became  King.  Shallum  continued  one  month, 

4 i 

when  he  was  murdered  by  Menahem  (743-737  B.C.)  who  ruled  for  j 

I 

six  years.  The  obscure  and  scanty  records  of  the  reign  of  i 

Menahem  indicate  that  the  usurper  met  with  opposition, 

Tiglath-pileser  made  his  appearance  in  Palestine  in  739  B.C, 

5 

and  King  Menahem  of  Israel  hastened  to  pay  him  tribute.  In 

6 

line  60  of  an  Assyrian  inscription  Menahem, of  Israel, and  Rezin, 

of  Damascus,  are  described  as  yielding  to  Tiglath-pileser, 

This  inscription  tells  us  also  that  Tiglath-Pileser  practiced 

upon  others  the  system  of  deportation  from  which  afterward 

Israel  suffered.  He  removed  thousands  from  their  homes  to 

distant  parts  of  the  empire.  This  was  to  prevent  rebellion. 

The  money  he  received  as  tribute  was  extorted  from  all  the 

mighty  men  of  wealth  in  the  land,  and  is  in  accord  with 

II  Kings  15:19-22,  Four  times  in  this  record  the  name, 

Azariah,  the  Yadi,  is  mentioned,  who  has  been  referred  to 

7 

as  King  Uzziah  of  Judah,  However,  it  probably  refers  to 
King  Azariah  of  northern  Syria,  If  this  is  true,  then  for 


i 1,  Peritz,  I.J.,  Old  Testament  History,  p,  183, 

2,  II  Kings  15:8-10, 

3,  II  Kings  15:13,14, 

4,  II  Kings  15:14-22, 

5,  II  Kings  15:19, 

6,  II  Kings  15:37, 

7,  II  Kings  14;21?  15:1-27.  
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some  reason  Azarlah  and  Judah  did  not  pay  tribute  to  Tiglath- 
1 

pileser.  The  fact  that  Menahem  went  to  Assyria  for  help 
and  the  prophetic  party  went  to  Egypt  involved  Israel  in 
the  history  of  these  two  countries  and  later  spelled  its 
downfall . 


2 


Menahem  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  Pekahiah,  who  owed 

his  throne  to  his  Assyrian  overlord  and  who  remained  true  to 

him.  Hence,  he  became  the  victim  of  the  Anti-Assyrian 

3 

patriots,  led  by  Pekah,  (736-734  B.C.)  who  murdered  him  and 
reigned  in  his  stead.  An  Assyrian  record  relates  Tiglath- 
pileser’s  campaign  in  733-732  B.C,  and*  shows  how  completely 
he  had  conquered  the  West.  He  overthrew  Damascus  and  in- 
vaded northern  Israel,  This  led  to  the  overthrow  of  Pekah 
and  the  deportation  of  the  people  as  captives  to  other  parts 
of  the  empire.  This  confirms  II  Kings  15:29,30,  Line  28 
reads:  ”The  country  of  the  house  of  Omri  (Israel),  , , , 

all  its  people,  (and  their  possessions)  I carried  away  into 
4 

Assyria,'*  Pekah  formed  an  alliance  with  Rezin,  King  of 
Damascus,  against  Ahaz,  King  of  Judah,  They  attacked  Judah, 
but  Ahaz  sent  to  Tiglath-pileser  for  help.  The  King  of 
Assyria  came  and  slew  Rezin,  wrought  havoc  in  Israel,  and 
Pekah  lost  his  life. 


5 

Tiglath-pileser  placed  Hoshea  (733-722  B.C.)  on  the 


1.  Barton,  G.A, , Archaeology  and  the  Bible,  p,  368, 

2.  II  Kings  15:23-26. 

3.  II  Kings  15:27-16:9. 

4.  Barton,  G.A, , Archaeology  and  the  Bible,  p,  368, 

5.  II  Kings  17:1-6. 
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throne  as  a vassal  King  and, according  to  an  Inscription,  he 

paid  a tribute  of  "lO  talents  of  gold,  . . . and  silver” 

1 

to  him.  Shalmaneser  V (727-722  B.G.)  succeeded  Tiglath- 
pileser  who  continued  to  subdue  Hoshea  and  put  him  under 
tribute,  Koshea  tried  to  escape  paying  it  by  entering  into 
an  alliance  with  the  King  of  Egypt,  When  Shalmaneser  V 
learned  this,  he  besieged  Samaria  for  three  years,  as  re- 
corded in  II  Kings  17:3-5.  Before  the  city  fell,  Shalmaneser 
had  passed  away  and  Sargon  was  on  the  Assyrian  throne  and  j 

I 

completed  the  task.  Again  Assyrian  records  tell  us  that 

Sargon  counted  the  fall  of  Samaria  as  his  own  victory.  He 

said  in  part  that  he  besieged  and  captured  the  people,  then 

placed  his  governers  over  them.  He  also  imposed  taxes 

2 

and  tributes  upon  them.  These  fetatements  confirm  II  Kings 

i 

I 17:6  and  24ff,  This  ended  the  Kingdom  of  Israel  as  Amos,  the 

5 

prophet, had  foretold  and  Assyria  marched  on  to  the  west. 

As  Assyria  advanced,  an  alliance  was  sought  by  Israel 

4 5 

with  the  Egyntian  Pharaohs,  Amos  and  Hosea  both  realized 
how  futile  it  was  to  depend  on  Egypt  for  help  against  the 
Assyrians.  Thus,  when  Tiglath-Pileser  III  marched  into 
Palestine  in  733-732  B.G,,  the  Kings  of  Egypt  were  too  in- 
volved in  their  own  petty  wars  to  give  any  assistance  to 
6 

Israel , 

1,  Barton,  G-.A, , Archaeology  sind  the  Bible,  p,  368, 

2,  Ibid. , p,  369. 

3,  Alford,  G.H.,  Old  Testament  History  and  Literature,  p.  111, 

4,  Amos  6:14;  8:14. 

5,  Hosea  7:11;  12:1. 

— -6-  anlthf  H.P.r-Old  T-eat,  History,  p,  224.^-J.T  Kings  17;4, 


L.  f ^ ad  t 


“I'  2f* 


9i' 


r.j  oj  ■•nJ or  •_ , . ■ .•  s/> 

I t:  r.,  . . . . :.  io-3  «(.  :.=££:f  Oi"  Jo  9:^06  i'l:!  ? : iaq 

L 

f;.T  jLp  i:  r t:  : i.v.*.-'oayB  ■ ^r^ir  t '•■._■•  ' , •'  • 

i:r  jL'.  . :;;/  -^‘tnRoH  9 r 'i  ■:■ " ^ " 

:1  crI'T  i*a  ■■  ' o :ir.',  r';  . ■:'•■•■  :+  ■_  !no  , ’ri  ' 

V *13  2^  .If  J’liiT.'ir:  naiir'  .^V'’  -'■>  o!'  :.:■  .’•S’  .:■ 

,,  ' *T  V ' , -ii*:?  ao’i  n A f , , ■ ■ 'If  o':  i. 

?.  \f  ' ? 

r - ■ ■ '.lO’i:'’  . " ■:  'A  - ....  A;'  nJ  jc'i.-rfoo 

v;83j.  * xio  H ’"  if  f;;';  . ^ itti  v/’V.  - >■  1 

H0  iXeJ  *•-'•.  ;;i5/  l ■fAl.'jjroo 

. ^ *To.-*oi  V owe.  r t(  ? . A -j  jn-iGsc:  to  TiaX  -..  .i  B^nucr  . j-2 

•>i  Di.  ’ :.0”.c/.‘q^o  ’'Of  Jo: -9  Ih-jO  : ‘ 

a-.'X*sJ  X)-oeo'.flv  or  Ar  . i-  tovo  r'roi.'i-- '.  o • a!'  '^•>2X0 

i.  ■ : XI  •:XXoOf  — iiw.rfv.'X  eX  rt  ; /-..  .X  *■  "“,■-  ■■*  ■.'■'•■■  ' r.’' 

'’9  Xofi'ifx  Xo  cjo/^’^o  r . ^ : i":-  - 1 f X; 

. 'O'*  o-  no  o ■ ^X'^yaeA  : a;-'  I . ^.1?:-^;  (■•■;■:! 

-ii;”i8i  oXV-'ff'.  E 8J9W  eonniLiii  . ■■-  , r^ry.'b::  hX''’^  ;'f. *? /. 

-*  X' 

\Xi.;0‘i  r1:tao  c^•eoi!  i'ue  zc:A  . <-i[r  n:+ iw 

&f'X  cJgfltJB  i;'  '.'  a »i o'i  V. ' !/■■  - r ■»  pvv;  . : ' y^.' 

oJr.'  jO  iO'i  'rr.  ill  aor:.!!!-  ‘ . : ’ , a 

I oox  y'i>r  'lo  e^ni-i  ora  ..  ..  . ....  j.  r<J 

0.1  oc!:j3Xe  : ' ;:  .>.s  ovl:^^  □.*■  air?.v,  q rrwo  -iitj.'.A.  f 


. r . 


B,  The  Civil  Conditions. 

With  such  conquests  as  were  made  by  Jeroboam  II 
for  Israel  and  by  Uzziah  for  Judah,  naturally  the  fortunes 
of  the  country  brought  considerable  changes  within  its  do- 
main, The  nations  had  become  wealthy  commercial  powers. 

The  booty  of  war  and  profits  of  trade  gave  the  country  many 
resources,  and  aroused  its  people  to  great  eagerness  to  be 
rich. 

Accompanying  these  other  developments  was  the  growth 
of  the  towns  and  cities,  and  in  them  extensive  building  en- 
terprise was  carried  on.  Of  such  we  obtain  a picture  in 
1 2 
Amos  and  also  his  contemporary  Hosea,  Moreover,  in  their 

building  there  was  every  display  of  luxury  that  the  time 

could  afford.  There  were  the  winter  houses  and  the  sumirier 

houses,  some  paneled  with  iVory,  Then  the  furnishings  were 

lavish*  Such  wealth  represented  rapine  and  oppression  of 
5 

the  poor.  In  this  same  connection  he  speaks  of  the  calamity 

4 

that  shall  befall  the  elite  of  the  capital. 

Thus,  the  simplicity  and  general  feeling  of  mutual 
understanding  and  helpfulness  have  passed  into  the  more  super 
ficial  and  caste  dividing  tendencies  of  town  and  city  life. 

As  in  modern  times  so  then  the  city  had  come  to  full  growth 
with  all  of  its  attendant  evils, 

1,  Amos  5:il,  6:11, 

2o  Hosea  8:4, 

3,  Amos  3:15, 

4,  Amos  3:12b, 
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C,  The  Social  and  Economic  Conditions, 

In  the  changing  conditions  of  the  time  the  middle 

class  was  fast  disappearing,  and  in  the  place  was  the  rich 

with  all  the  attendant  luxuries  and  the  poor  oppressed  and 
1 

downtrodden.  The  wealthy  feasted  on  the  choicest  in  the 

land  and  engaged  in  revelry  and  carousals.  They  lay  gar- 

landed and  annointed  on  couches  of  ivory  with  silkened 
3 

cushions.  Their  banquets  were  splendid.  Rich  music  filled 

their  halls  as  they  feasted  and  used  the  choicest  wines, 

4 

Expensive  oils  and  meats  were  used.  The  women  were  as  re- 

sponsible for  these  forms  of  vice,  extravagance  and  immoral- 

5 

ities  as  were  the  men  because  they  urged  them  to  do  it. 

Lost  in  the  spell  of  intemperance  and  drunken  revelry, 

they  disregarded  the  poor.  False  measures  and  balances  were 

6 

in  the  hand  of  the  merchant.  The  poor  received  no  mercy. 

The  rich  took  delight  in  wronging  the  needy  and  helpless 
and  filled  their  palaces  with  the  fruit  of  the  violence. 

7 

Moreover,  the  public  tribunals  were  only  means  of  exaction. 

They  had  so  swallowed  up  the  needy  that  they  caused  the  poor 

to  fail  in  their  own  efforts  for  self  support;  they  connived 

to  take  from  them  all  their  living  through  deception  of 

8 

fraud  in  weights  and  measures, 

1,  Amos  8:4, 

2,  Amos  6:7, 

3,  Amos  3:12, 

4,  Amos  6:4-6, 

5,  Amos  4:1, 

6,  Amos  8:5-6, 

7,  Amos  2:6,7. 

Amftg  Rt5,6:  Hnsea  12:7. 
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D,  The  Rel jealous  Situation 


When  we  turn  to  the  moral  and  spiritual  conditions 
of  the  land  we  find  no  brighter  picture;  it  becomes  still 
darker.  The  prophets*  condemnation  of  the  religious  prac- 
tices gives  us  our  information  of  the  religious  beliefs  of 

1 

the  day.  There  was  an  established  priesthood,  an  elaborate 

2 3 

ritual  scrupulously  observed,  free  will  offerings,  an 

eschatology  which  spoke  of  doom  for  Israel's  enemies  and 

4 

her  own  final  supremacy,  snd  the  belief  that  Jehovah  would 

not  interfere  with  their  prosperity  as  long  as  they  gave 

5 

tithes  and  sacrifices  and  observed  taboos. 

The  Israelites  allowed  themselves  to  become  engrossed 
with  the  lure  and  dazzle  and  practice  of  Baalim  worship  so 
that  they  lost  a pure  belief  in  Jehovah,  Outv/ardly  Israel 
was  devoted  to  her  national  Deity,  Jehovah;  and  to  all  ap- 
pearances Jehovah  was  favoring  them  with  prosperity.  This 
high  tide  of  prosperity  aroused  great  religious  enthusiasm 
Sind  zeal  which  found  expression  in  all  kinds  of  exaggerated 
and  borrowed  forms  of  worship.  The  outward  ordinances  of 
worship  were  zealously  observed  at  the  various  sanctuaries. 
Sacrifices  and  burnt  offerings  and  meal  offerings  were  brought 
in  abundance.  New  moons  and  Sabbaths  and  festivals  were  ob- 
served, The  joyful  songs  of  the  worshipers  sounded  in  their 

1,  Hosea  4:49;  6:9, 

2,  Hosea  9:4,5;  Amos  5:21-23, 

3o  Amos  4:5, 

4,  Amos  3:12;  HOsea  1:11, 
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sanctuaries,  but  Jehovah  was  not  interested  and  their  wor- 

2 

ship  was  not  acceptable,  Jehovah  wanted  more  than  tithes 

3 

and  sacrifices.  The  holy  places  were  profaned  with  im- 
moral practices  for  they  had  turned  the  sanctuaries  into 

4 5 

prostitution,  Amaziah,  the  priest,  permitted  calf  worship 

6 

but  paid  dearly  for  it.  The  Israelites  trusted  in  the 

7 

privilege  of  descent,  but  Jehovah  was  no  respector  of 
8 

nations. 

The  prophet  Hosea  gives  a very  vivid  account  of  the 

scandalous  times  in  which  he  lived.  Kings  came  and  went 

rapidly  and  Israel  destroyed  her  rulers,  and  there  was  no 

9 

love  or  loyalty  for  their  leaders.  It  was  no  wonder  that 

the  Kings  were  destroyed  when  we  realize  their  insufficient 
10 

leadership.  The  priests  and  leaders  were  guilty  of  sin  in 

11 

order  to  profit  from  the  revenue  involved.  There  was  "no 

12 

goodness  nor  knowledge  of  God  in  all  the  land";  hence,  vice 

and  immorality  had  taken  its  place  and  "blood  touche th 
13 

blood",  Jehovah  was  known  by  name  only.  The  more  the  pro- 
phets called  the  people  away  from  Baalim  worship,  the  more 

14 

they  sacrificed  and  burned  incense  on  hills  and  under  trees, 

16 

They  made  "goodly  pillars"  and  built  "high  places".  They 


1. 

Amos 

5:21-23. 

9, 

Hosea 

7:7;  10:3;  ' 

2. 

Amos 

4:  4, 

10. 

Hosea 

7:2ff. 

3. 

Amos 

4:5, 

11. 

Hosea 

4:8. 

4. 

Amos 

2:7,8. 

12. 

Hosea 

4:1,2;  6:8; 

5. 

Amos 

8:14. 

10:4;  11:12 

6. 

Amos 

7:7, 

13. 

Hosea 

8:2. 

7. 

Amos 

3:2. 

14, 

Hosea 

4:14. 

8. 

Amos 

9:7, 

15. 

Hosea 

10:1,7;  3:4 
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ate  their  sacrifices  of  flesh  themselves  suid  sacrificed 

1 

bullocks  on  altars,  Israel  had  forgotten  Jehovah  and  was 

2 

given  over  to  superstitions.  This  broken  description  re- 
flects the  ten  years  which  followed  on  the  death  of  Jeroboam 

3 

II  about  734  B.C. 

In  the  midst  of  this  wealth  and  luxury,  this  violence 
and  robbery  of  the  poor,  this  corrupt  and  self-complacent 
religion,  the  prophets  Amos  and  Hosea  came.  Across  the  care- 
free ease  of  the  days,  the  vice  and  crime,  the  immoral  wor- 
ship and  self-confident  trust,  they  sent  their  messages  of 
the  love  and  wrath  of  Jehovah,  The  days  in  which  they  lived 
gave  not  the  brightest  task,  but  undaunted  they  performed  it. 


1,  Hosea  8:13, 

2,  Hosea  4:6,10,12,13;  6:6,7;  8:11-14;  10:1,8;  12:2;  13:2, 

3,  Smith,  G,A,,  The  Twelve  Prophets,  p,  216, 
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CHAPTER  III:  AMOS  AND  HOSEA,  PERSONAL  HISTORY  AND  CHARACTER. 

A,  Amo3.  Personal  History  and  Character. 

1.  Hia  Occupation, 

Information  relating  to  the  early  life  of  Amos 

is  very  meager.  This  true  prophet  of  God  came  in  the  midst 

of  political  disruption,  of  social  and  economic  tangle,  and 

religious  insincerity.  He  did  not  claim  any  connection 

with  the  school  of  the  prophets  whose  seat  was  at  Bethel, 

for  he  sajd  of  himself,  ”l  was  no  prophet  neither  was  I a 

prophet’s  son,  but  I was  a herdsman,  and  a dresser  of  syc- 
1 

amore  trees,"  Although  there  had  been  well  established 

schools  of  the  prophets  since  the  days  of  Samuel,  yet  these 

had  also  in  many  cases  become  permeated  with  the  spirit  of 

the  times  and  the  current  trend  of  the  age,  so  that  when  a 

man  was  sought  to  warn  Israel  of  its  doom,  the  Spirit  of  God 

chose  one  outside  the  pale  of  regular  channels. 

The  first  announconent  of  Amos  regarding  himself  is 

that  he  was  "among  the  herdsmen  of  Tekoa",  About  twelve 

miles  south  of  Jerusalem  and  six  miles  south  of  Bethlehem 

2 

was  the  small  town  of  Tekoa  lying  on  the  uplands.  Here  he 
lived  in  the  solitude  of  the  Judean  steppes,  and  on  the  edge 
of  a desert.  From  the  slopes  can  be  seen  the  exact  scenery 
of  his  visions.  There  lies  toward  the  north  and  east  the 

1,  Amos  4:14;  Smith,  W.R.,  The  prophets  of  Israel,  p,  120, 

2,  Smith,  G,  Adam,  The  Historical  Geography  of  the  Holy 

Land,  p,  315. 


great  mass  of  desert  hills  which  display  the  most  brilliant 

1 

meteoric  effects  to  be  seen  in  all  Palestine.  Between  the 

hills  can  be  seen  the  Dead  Sea  shrouded  in  its  heavy  veil 

of  mists.  Beyond  the  gulf  lies  the  austere  mountains  of 

Moab,  cold  and  grey,  till  the  sun  strikes  them  and  changes 

2 

them  into  a flood  of  sparkling  light.  It  seems  that  this 

3 

valley  is  really  a tangle  of  low  hills  and  narrow  brooks. 

It  is  no  wonder  that  such  beautiful  expressions  of  nature 
and  nature's  God  are  found  in  the  book  of  Amos, 

Amos'  occupation  was  a humble  one,  probably  caring  for 
sheep  that  were  not  his  own,  for  he  says  that  he  was  "among 
the  herdsmen  of  Tekoa",  not  that  he  was  a herdsman  of  Tekoa, 

No  doubt  he  was  of  the  obscure  class  which  felt  the  oppres- 
sion of  the  rich.  The  special  kind  of  sheep  which  seoned 
to  have  been  indicated  were  thin,  ugly,  stunted  in  growth, 

4 

short-legged,  but  were  noted  for  their  fine  grade  of  wool. 

He  gives  another  fact  regarding  himself;  he  was  a 
"dresser  of  sycamore"f rui t.  Generally  the  villagers  border- 
ing on  the  desert  regions  raised  a few  fruit  trees  around 
their  wells.  Here  in  Tekoa  the  special  kind  was  the  sycamore. 

The  tree  was  about  the  size  of  a walnut  tree  and,  because 

5 

of  its  wide  spreading  branches,  was  a fine  shade  tree.  The 

1 , Ibid. , p.  514, 

2,  Eiselen,  P.C.,  Prophecy  and  the  Prophets,  p,  58/ 

3,  Snith,  G,  Adam.~7l'he  Historical  G-eography  of  the  Holy  Land, 

p,  315;  Amos  4:13, 

4,  Eiselen,  P.C.,  The  Prophecy  and  the  Prophets,  p,  38, 

5,  Ibid. . p,  39;  Luke  19:14, 


fruit  of  this  tree  had  certain  peculiarities.  It  grew  in 

clusters  on  sprigs  extending  from  the  stem,  and  before  it 

could  become  palatable  at  all  it  had  to  be  punctured  to 

allow  an  insect  resident  in  it  to  escape  and  also  the  bitter 

juice.  After  that  the  fruit  ripened,  but  even  so  it  was 

1 

not  especially  desirable.  It  was  the  food  of  the  poor. 

We  are  not  told  that  this  was  used  by  Amos.  He  was  the 
gardener  or  the  dresser,  but  in  any  case,  the  indication  is 
that  the  occupation  was  a humble  one  and  he  was  brought  up 
among  the  poorest  of  the  land. 

But  Amos’  life  was  not  passed  altogether  in  the  desert. 
It  is  inferred  with  considerable  degree  of  the  probability 
that  he  visited  from  time  to  time  the  markets  of  the  day 
to  carry  on  the  trade  of  fruit  and  wool.  During  these  visits 
he  became  familiar  with  the  conditions  of  the  Northern  King- 
dom, While  he  did  not  simply  absorb  his  attention  in  the 
one  objective  of  his  visit,  he  was  observant  of  the  life  of 
the  community,  ”To  these  sights  Amos  brought  from  the 

desert  a penetrating  vision,  a quickened  conscience,  and 

2 

keen  powers  of  discernment,"  He  saw  the  raw  facts--the 
poverty,  the  cruel  negligence  of  the  rich,  the  Injustice  of 
the  rulers,  the  immoralities  of  the  priests.  The  meaning 
of  these  he  questioned  with  as  much  persistency  as  he  ques- 

1,  Smith,  W,  R.,  The  Prophets  of  Israel,  p,  121. 

2,  Eiselen,  P.C.,  Prophecy  and  the  Prophets,  p,  45, 
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tloned  every  suspicious  sound  or  sight  upon  the  pastures  of 
Tekoa.  He  had  no  illusions;  he  knew  a mirage  when  he  saw 
one.  Neither  the  military  pride  of  the  people  fostered  by 
recent  successes  over  Syria,  nor  the  dogmas  of  their  re- 
ligion, which  asserted  Jehovah* s swift  triumph  over  the 
heathen,  could  prevent  him  from  knowing  that  the  immorality 
of  Israel  meant  Israel’s  political  downfall,  Amos  delved 
deep  into  the  book  of  nature  and  knew  that  the  violation  of 
certain  fundamental  laws  would  bring  retribution,  no  matter 
how  prosperous  the  present  might  be.  He  knew  that  man’s 
moral  life  must  measure  to  certain  moral  standards  to  be 
acceptable  to  God,  The  question  with  Amos  was  not  "What  is 
the  custom?”,  but  ”What  is  right  and  just?”  He  pronounced 
the  social  order  unjust.  He  saw  the  rich  robbing,  cheating 
and  oppressing  the  poor.  The  methods  the  rich  had  used  in 
obtaining  their  wealth  were  too  well  known.  As  a peasant 
farmer,  Amos  had  had  sheep  and  wool  to  sell  in  the  markets 
of  the  land.  He  had  been  compelled  to  take  small  prices 
for  his  products  like  all  other  sellers  in  his  class.  He 
and  his  neighbors  barely  managed  to  keep  soul  and  body  to- 
gether through  their  industry.  But  those  who  bought  their 
goods  and  fixed  the  prices  fared  sumptuously  every  day  and 
clothed  themselves  in  purple  and  fine  linen.  Not  content 
with  prosperity,  many  allowed  themselves  to  cross  the  line 
of  legality  by  their  thirst  for  gains.  The  purchase  of 
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1 2 
court  decisions  , the  use,  of  false  weights  and  measures  , 

3 

and  the  general  distortion  of  justice  and  right  , brought 

4 

the  poorer  classes  into  the  abject  state  of  poverty,  so 
that  in  many  cases  they  were  forced  to  sell  themselves  into 
slavery  in  order  to  pay  their  debts.  This  sort  of  thing 
helped  to  kindle  the  prophetic  fire  in  the  bosom  of  Amos, 

2*  His  Gall  to  Prophecy, 

As  the  simple,  sincere,  and  keen  eyed  Amos 
pondered  over  what  he  had  seen  and  heard,  and  contrasted 
the  luxury,  vice,  and  heartlessness  of  the  merchants  and 
rulers  with  the  poverty,  sufferings,  and  the  wrongs  of  hard- 
working men  belonging  to  his  o'wn  social  level,  he  became 

conscious  of  an  irresistible  appeal  to  forsake  his  flocks 

5 

and  go  forth  as  a prophet  of  the  Lord,  With  his  soul  stirred 

and  gripped  by  a great  fear  of  impending  doom,  he  became  es- 

tatic  in  his  aroused  passion  till  in  a vision  the  harvest  of 

Jacob  was  destroyed  by  a plague  of  locusts.  He  was  moved 
6 

to  pray,  "Lord  Jehovah,  forgive,  I beseech  thee;  how  shall 
Jacob  stand?  for  he  is  small",  and  through  his  intercession 
he  saw  a ray  of  hope  that  Jehovah  would  not  destroy  his 
people.  Again,  Jehovah  showed  him  fire  devouring  the  land, 
and  in  an  agony  of  intercession  he  prayed  the  same  prayer, 

1,  Amos  2:7;  5:11, 

2,  Amos  8:5, 

3,  Amos  5:7;  6:12, 

4,  Amos  2:6;  5:11;  8:6, 

5,  Amos  7:15, 

6,  Ainofe  7:1-3, 
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1 

and  again  Jehovah  withheld  destruction.  While  brooding 

over  the  unrighteousness  of  Israel,'  he  caught  a vision  of 

the  Lord  standing  beside  a wall  which  had  formerly  been  built 

straight,  and  in  His  hand  a pumbline.  And  the  Lord  said  to 

Amos,  "Amos,  what  seest  thou?"  And  Amos  said,  "a  plumbline," 

Then  said  the  Lord,  "Behold  I will  set  a plumbline  in  the 

midst  of  my  people  Israel,  I will  not  again  pass  by  than 

any  more;  and  the  high  places  of  Isaac  shall  be  desolate, 

and  the  sanctuaries  of  Israel  shall  be  laid  waste;  and  I will 

2 

rise  against  the  house  of  Jeroboam  with  the  sword,"  Then 
it  was  that  Jehovah  "showed"  him  and  "took"  him  from  follow- 

3 

Ing  the  flock  and  said,  "Go,  prophesy  unto  my  people  Israel," 

Earlier  in  the  book  it  is  made  clear  that  the  necessity  of 

the  call  is  laid  upon  him,  Jehovah  hath  spoken;  who  can  but 
4 

prophesy?  He  began  to  obey  the  call  of  Jehovah,  to  utter 
the  words  that  had  been  given  unto  him.  There  is  an  under- 
lying cause  why  the  word  of  prophecy  should  have  gone  forth 
at  this  time, 

3,  His  Character, 

The  characteristic  of  simplicity  "is  the  key 

to  the  book,  the  one  without  which  Amos  would  probably  never 

5 

have  heard  the  call  that  he  received,"  His  simplicity  is 

1,  Amos  7; 4-6, 

2,  Amos  7;7-9, 

3,  Amos  7:14, 

4,  Amos  3:8, 

5,  Mitchell,  H,G,,  Amos,  p,  4, 
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evident  in  his  hatred  of  all  sorts  of  human  display  of  wealth. 
This  simplicity  is  also  evident  in  his  sympathy  with  the 
simple  people.  His  simplicity  of  character  is  also  shown  in 
his  portrayal  of  the  future  of  his  people  Israel, 

Amos  had  courage  of  convictions  or  he  would  not  have 
obeyed  the  call  of  Jehovah  or  accepted  the  challenge  to 
prophesy  to  Israel,  for  it  was  a dangerous  mission.  He  con- 
demned the  wealthy  and  powerful  in  the  sins  which  they  were 

guilty.  "When  Amaziah  tried  to  silence  him,  he  took  the  risk 

1 

of  a personal  encounter  with  that  dignitary,”  Then,  too, 

Amos  denounced  the  religious  practices  by  telling  them  it 
was  only  a gorgeous  show.  He  turns  to  the  wives  of  the  aris- 
tocracy and  hurls  a scathing  speech  at  them,  "Listen  you 

2 

cattle,  to  this  word  of  mine,  this  word  of  God’s," 

Coupled  with  this  simplicity  and  fearlessness  was  the 

"characteristic  of  moral  discernment,  power  to  see  dis- 
3 

tinctions,"  This  is  shown  in  several  references,  Israel 
was  at  that  time  enjoying  great  material  prosperity  and  they 
supposed  it  was  a token  of  Jehovah's  favor,  Ajuos  saw  that 
although  the  blessing  of  Jehovah  made  them  rich,  it  might 
bring  sooner  or  later,  the  vengeance  of  God  upon  them, 

Amos,  the  prophet,  clashed  with  Amaziah  the  priest  be- 
cause he  had  threatened  the  sanctuaries,  and  King  Jeroboam’s 
house,  Amaziah  told  Amos  to  return  to  Judah  and  there  eat 

1,  Ibid. , p.  5. 

2,  McFadyen,  J.E.,  A Cry  for  Justice,  p,  35, 

3,  Mitchell,  H,G.,  ^o  s . p , 6 , 
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bread  and  prophesy,  implying  that  Amos  was  following  the  call 
for  a mercenary  reward.  However,  APiaziah  had  allowed  Baalim 
and  Ashera  worship  at  Bethel  and  was  not  anxious  for  criti- 
cism from  a non-professional  man,  Amaziah  succeeded  in 
driving  Amos  from  Bethel  and  he  returned  to  Tekoa  where  he 
wrote  his  mighty  book  which,  as  Bewer  says,  "preached  where 
he  could  not  go  or  be  heard,” 

Although  little  is  known  of  Amos'  last  days,  Eiselen 
thinks  that  Amos,  upon  leaving  Bethel,  returned  to  his  former 
occupation  of  a herdsman  at  Tekoa,  In  view  of  "two  years 
before  the  earthquake",  it  is  evident  the  book  bearing  his 
name  was  not  written  until  after  the  calamity.  There,  in 

the  solitude  of  the  Judean  steppes,  Amos  wrote  or  directed 

2 

the  writing  of  his  prophecies, 

B,  Hosea,  Personal  History  and  Character. 

1,  A Citizen  of  the  North, 

There  is  no  historical  note  concerning  Hosea 
except  the  superscription  which  probably  did  not  receive  its 
present  form  from  his  hand.  Of  Hosea* s father,  Beeri,  we 
have  nothing  but  traditions  which  throw  no  light  on  his 
identity,  and  v«re  must  be  satisfied  with  knowing  his  name 
alone,  Hosea’ s name  comes  from  the  Hebrew,  Hoshea,  which 
means  "salvation".  This  name  is  identified  with  the  original 


1,  Bewer,  Julius  A.,  The  Literature  of  the  O.T. , p,  90, 

2,  Eiselen,  P.C,,  Prophets  and  t>rophecy,  p.  41, 
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1 2 

name  of  Joshua  and  with  the  last  King  of  Israel*  Still  we 

need  not  be  too  much  discouraged  by  this  for  , , whoever 

really  penetrates  into  the  meaning  of  this  proportionately 

extensive  book,  will  find  he  has  some  sure  marks  which  do 

not  leave  him  in  doubt  with  respect  to  the  country  and  for- 

3 

tunes  of  the  prophet,” 

On  the  basis  of  internal  evidence,  it  is  generally 

4 

agreed  that  Hosea  "was  a citizen  of  the  Northern  Kingdom," 

"The  whole  prophetic  book",  also  says  G,  A,  Smith,  "in 
reality  takes  its  origin  from  the  Northern  Kingdom,  and 
again  professes  to  be  written  primarily  for  this  Kingdom, 

In  every  sentence  it  appears  that  Hosea.  . . was  acquainted 
with  it  from  the  depths  of  his  heart,  and  follows  all  its 
doing,  aims,  and  fortunes,  with  the  profound  feelings  gen- 
dered of  such  a sympathy  as  is  conceivable  in  the  case  of  a 

5 

native  prophet  only," 

It  is  not  necessary  to  make  direct  statements  of  his 
position  in  society,  or  his  call  to  prophesy  when  such  phrases 
as  "our  King"  (7;  15;  "in  the  house  of  Israel  I sav/"  (6;10); 
and  the  "land"  (1;2)  as  meaning  Northern  Israel,  The  dif- 
ference in  attitude  between  him  and  Amos  toward  Israel  may 
in  part  be  due  to  the  fact  that  Amos  was  an  intruder  while 
Hosea  was  at  home.  He  had  a first  hand  knowledge  of  con- 

1,  Numbers  13:8,16;  Deut,  32:44, 

2,  II  Kings  15:30, 

3,  Ewald,  G,H,A,,  The  Prophets  of  the  Old  Testament,  p,  210, 

4,  Eiselen,  F. C . .Pi^ophets  and  Prophecy,  p,  55j  Hosea  7:1, 

5,  Smith,  G.A.,  The  iWelve  Prophets,  p,  232, 
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ditions  for  these  were  a people  with  whom  he  had  daily  con- 
tact, Hosea  loved  his  nation,  hated  the  wicked  and  oppres- 
sive, v/as  tender  in  regard  to  the  afflicted  sind  doomed  people. 
He  was  severe  in  denunciating  sin  but  longed  for  deliverance 
from  destruction.  He  had  floods  of  conflicting  emotions 
which  at  times  made  his  speech  tumultuous.  Thus,  his  whole 
message  is  filled  with  a tender  and  compassionate  love  that 
speaks  of  hope  for  a sinning  people,  although  he  knew  that 

t 

they  must  be  disciplined, 

2,  His  Occupation, 

It  certainly  cannot  be  proved  whether  Hosea 

I 

came  from  the  country  or  city,  whether  he  was  a priest  or 
' prophet,  Hov/ever,  he  was  acquainted  with  life  in  general, 
and  especially  with  that  of  the  priests,  taken  in  connection 
with  his  familiarity  with  the  plans  of  both  political  parties, 

I 

I and  his  intimate  knowledge  of  his  country’s  history  may 

reasonably  warrant  us  in  the  opinion  that  he  occupied  a 

i "distinguished  position"  in  his  native  land,  Hosea  made 

12  3 

I references  to  the  priests  , the  law  , unclean  things  , 

4 5 

ceremonial  uncleanness  , persecutions  , He  also  made  ref- 

6 

erences  to  Images  from  the  coimtry,  such  as  wild  beasts  , 

7 8 

other  creatures  of  the  field  , agricultural  life  in  general  , 

9 

with  operations  and  activities  of  the  husbandmen  , and  in 

I 1.  Hosea  4:6,9;  5:1;  6:9,  6,  Hosea  5:14;  6:1;  11: 10; 13: 7, 8< 

, 2.  Hosea  4:6;  8:12  7,  Hosea  7:11;8:9;9:11;11:11; 

I 3,  Hosea  5:3;  6:10;  9:3.  5: 12;7: 12; 9: 8, 

4,  Hosea  9:10  8,  Hosea  4:16;  9:15;  10:llf;ll:4, 

5,  Hosea  9:7,8,  9,  Hosea  8: 2; 10: 12f f ; 9: 1 ; 13: 3, 
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addition  uses  other  imagery  which  reflects  knowledge  of 
1 

country  life  * That  he  was  a man  of  unusual  intelligence 
and  keen  observation  can  readily  be  seen  from  the  references, 
but  they  give  no  definite  information  regarding  his  occupationa 
3.  His  Marriage, 

The  outstanding  feature  of  Hosea’s  personal 
career  is  the  story  of  his  marriage  and  the  birth  of  his 
three  children.  This  has  always  held  the  attention  of  inter- 
preters and  has  played  a large  part  in  their  estimate  of  the 
character  and  personality  of  Hosea,  The  proper  interpretation 
of  this  record  is  vital  to  Hosea’s  message.  We  enter  many 
perplexing  problems,  A moral  problem  arises  in  Hosea  1:2,3 
as  Jehovah  has  commanded  him  to  "Go,  take  unto  thee  a wife 
of  whoredom  and  children  of  whoredom,"  Hosea  obeys  and 
three  children  were  born  to  this  union.  The  problem  is, 

"How  could  a righteous  and  holy  God  demand  such  an  act? 
Moreover  it  is  further  asserted  that  Hosea  could  not  have 
recognized  such  a command  in  the  voice  of  God,  to  marry  an 
■unchaste  woman.  Because  of  this  problem,  how  shall  we  in- 
terpret the  story?  There  are  various  theories  which  are 
worth  noting.  It  has  been  interpreted  as  a vision  which  was 
never  enacted  in  real  life;  an  allegory  which  was  never 
acted  out  in  real  life;  a literal  fact  which  actually  happened 
and  Hosea  became  a martyr  to  make  of  his  domestic  tragedy  a 

1,  Hosea  10:1,4,7,8,12;  6:3,4;  12:12;  13: 3; 15: 14;5f f and  also 
2:21ff, 


I 


1 

sermon  to  Israel;  and  the  last,  a proleptlc  or  experience 

theory.  In  the  latter  theory,  marriage  was  an  actual  fact, 

but  Gomer  was  thought  to  be  pure  by  Hosea  when  he  married 

her,  but  she  proved  unfaithful  and  so  she  either  left  him 

2 

or  was  put  from  him.  He  later  discovered  her  as  a slave 
and  brought  her  back  and  put  her  under  a period  of  disci- 
pline, His  love  overcame  his  hurt.  Then  Hosea  began  to 
question  why  this  fate  came  to  him  and  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  God  had  been  In  the  experience  from  the  start — not 
causing  him  to  marry  an  impure  woman,  but  showing  him  through 
his  experience  that  what  Gomer  did,  Israel  had  done.  Thus, 
Hosea’ s domestic  experience  was  the  means  whereby  God  spoke 
to  him  and  supplied  him  with  the  message  of  an  indestructible 
love  for  Israel, 

Hosea  used  his  own  personal  experience  as  the  personal 
illustration  of  his  message  to  Israel;  Gomer  represented 
Israel  and  Hosea  represented  Jehovah.  Just  as  he  had  wooed 
Gomer  and  married  her,  so  Israel  had  been  wooed  and  wedded 
by  Jehovah  in  the  days  of  the  wilderness.  As  he  had  been 
faithful  and  had  expressed  constsint  love,  so  Jehovah  had 
been  faithful  and  had  showered  Israel  with  his  love.  But 
in  spite  of  Hosea’ s love,  Gomer  proved  unfaithful  to  him-- 
so  Israel  went  "a  whoring  from  following  Jehovah."  (1:2) 

It  was  to  her  false  lovers  that  Israel  attributed  her  bles- 


1.  Rnudson,  A.C.,  Beacon  Lights  of  Prophecy,  p,  100-101 

2,  Snith,  G.A.,  The  Twelve  Prophets,  p.  258, 
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sings.  She  did  not  know  it  was  Jehovah  who  had  bestowed 
all  (2:5, B),  Both  in  the  case  of  Israel  and  of  Gomer,  kind- 
ness had  been  of  no  avail.  Love  had  failed  to  guarantee 
loyalty.  Therefore,  Israel  must  receive  this  unchanging 
love  in  terns  of  discipline  (3:3;  4:4).  At  length,  as 
Gomer  was  taken  back,  so  will  Israel  be  taken  back  by  Je- 
hovah and  will  be  wedded  in  righteousness,  justice  and  mercy 

(2:19,20),  In  that  time  the  doom, which  is  expressed  in  the 

1 

names  of  the  children  of  Hosea,  will  be  reversed  and  they 

shall  be  Jehovah’s  people,  loved  of  him  and  loving  him.  Such  | 

i 

was  the  parallel  that  Hosea  drew  and  one  can  feel  in  almost  I 
every  line  how  his  own  sad  lot  had  burnt  into  his  inmost  1 

I 

soul  a sense  of  the  heinousness  of  Israel's  infidelity  to-  ! 

wards  Jehovah,  We  feel  how  he  saw  that  his  own  unquenchable 

love  for  the  guilty  Gomer,  and  his  eager  longing  to  win 

back  her  love,  were  but  a faint  type  of  the  mighty  love  of 

Jehovah  for  Israel,  and  His  unquenchable  desire  to  win  back 

Israel  to  her  allegiance  to  Him;  and  with  Jehovah  desire  is 

purpose,  and  purpose  means  accomplishment,  be  it  ever  so 

2 

long  delayed  by  human  folly  and  obstinacy,"  Cornill  makes 
a classic  statement:  "The  manner  in  which  Hosea  was  made 

aware  of  his  calling  is  , , , a fresh  proof  of  how  pure  and 

1,  J ezreel , 1:4.  This  refers  to  the  murder  by  Jehu  of  the 
descendents  of  the  house  of  Ahab,  This  blood  will  be 
avenged,  Lo-ruhamah,  "unpitied",  1:6,  points  to  the  con- 
dition of  Israel  when  Jehovah  withdraws  his  protection 
and  she  will  be  striken  with  calamities,  Lo-Ammi , "not 
my  people",!: 9 suggests  that  Israel  will  be  driven  to 
exile, 

2.  KirkhR trick.  A,F..The  Dnctrine  of  the  Prophets, p^  109> 
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1 

genuine  human  sentiments  always  lead  to  God," 

j All  of  Ho  sea’s  ministry  as  a prophet  is  found  in  the  I 

I ; 

book  that  bears  his  name,  Hosea  showed  prophetic  tendencies  | 

when  his  first  child,  Jezreel,  was  born,  which  name  signified  j 

• I 

the  fall  of  the  house  of  Jehu, 

j 

1 In  the  agony  of  his  soul  over  the  unfaithfulness  of 

Gomer  whom  he  loved,  he  found  great  spiritual  blessing  and 
he  came  to  have  a new  intimacy  and  richness  of  fellowship 

I 

[ with  the  Divine  that  he  had  never  known  before.  As  Lyman 

Abbot  said,  "Wise  is  the  man  who  knows  how  to  extract  honey 

from  the  thistle;  wise  the  man  who  knows  how,  out  of  his 

profoimd  sorrow,  to  learn  the  lessons  of  God's  love  and  God’s 
2 

truth,"  Hosea  was  a wise  man  who  interpreted  his  sufferings 

3 

in  terms  of  God, 

I The  extraordinary  character  of  the  marriage  was  in  fact 

I the  warrant  for  its  taking  place.  Its  purpose  required  that 

1 

. it  should  attract  widespread  attention.  It  and  the  children 

I 

i that  followed  it  were  alike,  vivid  object-lessons  for  all 

i 

Israel,  It  was  intended  to  provoke  questioning  on  the  part 

' of  the  people  that  the  way  might  open  for  Hosea  to  deliver 

his  message  in  reply.  It  was  thus  a lesson  for  the  nation, 

not  for  Hosea  himself.  It  was  to  show  how  Israel  was  treating 

4 

Jehovah,  her  spiritual  husband.  Instead  of  the  loyalty  to 

1,  Hill,  J,G.,  The  Prophets  in  the  Light  of  Today,  p,  231, 

2,  Abbot,  Lyman,  The  Life  and  Literature  of  the  Ancient 

Hebrev/s , p,  361, 

3,  Kent,  C.P,,  The  Kings  and  Prophets  of  Israel  and  Judah, p, 84, 

4,  Hosea  9:10, 
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him  which  common  decency  reauired,  she  was  running  after 

1 

other  gods  continually.  The  marriage  is  meant  to  represent 
the  present  situation  in  Israel;  it  is  not  a representation 
of  past  history.  Consequently,  ”it  is  not  a part  of  its 
purpose  to  symbolize  the  initiation  of  the  relationship  be- 

I 

tween  Jehovah  and  Israel,  when  all  was  as  it  should  have 

been.  It  is  the  existing  abnormal  and  shocking  relationship 

that  the  prophet  seeks  to  impress  upon  his  people's  conscious 
2 

ness." 

4,  His  Character, 

Ho  sea's  character  was  as  complex  as  that  of 
Amos  was  simple,  Hosea  was  endowed  with  a strongly  onotional 

i 

and  high-strung  temperament.  The  floods  of  conflicting 
emotions  ran  high  in  his  utterances.  He  had  some  remarkable 
j and  unusual  combinations  of  cha.ract eristics.  He  was  strong 
I in  the  ability  to  endure  under  incalculable  agony.  He  put 
himself  against  all  the  combined  forces  of  his  time  and  with 
undaunted  perseverance  gave  his  message.  This  man  of  many 

I 

1 conflicting  emotions  shov/ed  tenderness  and  Indignation,  love 
' and  hate  co-mingled.  He  gave  hope  for  the  future,  then 
turned  right-about-face  and  fell  into  almost  absolute  de- 
spair, Dr,  W,  R,  anith  says,  "The  swift  transition,  the 
fragmentary,  unbalanced  utterances,  the  half  developed  al- 

1.  Hosea  2:13, 

2,  Snith,  J,  M,  P.,  The  Books  of  Amos,  Hosea  and  Micah. 

p,  81 


lusions,  that  make  his  prophecy  so  difficult  to  the  commen- 

1 

tator,  express  the  agony  of  inner  conflict.  This  means 

that  he  was  strongly  emotional  and  at  times  seemed  to  lose 

self  control  and  became  subject  to  these  same  emotions.  He 

was  a man  of  deep  affections,  of  which  the  entire  family 

story  is  an  expression.  Because  of  this,  he  is  unique  in 

Old  Testament  history.  Beneath  all  this  play  of  emotion 

there  lay  a profoundly  religious  view  of  life  and  history, 

and  this  gave  color  and  proportion  to  his  whole  message, 

"Religion  was  to  him. the  commanding  factor  in  all  life,  and 

in  his  thought  and  teaching  the  center  of  all  religion  and 

the  universe  was  a God  of  love.  From  this  point  of  view 

alone  is  it  possible  to  understand  Hosea  'and  his  un'iversal 
2 

message,"  Hosea’ s religious  tonperament  helped  him  to  see 

the  loving  heart  of  Jehovah  grieving  over  his  erring  children* 

The  evils  of  Israel  almost  broke  the  heart  of  Hosea,  Without 

referring  to  any  past  revelation  and  clothing  it  in  his  own 

words,  he  felt  and  knew  that  the  words  which  welled  up  from 

his  heart  adequately  expressed  the  feelings  of  the  divine 

heart,  "His  feelings  represent  those  which  are  natural  to 

a pure-minded  worshiper  of  Jehovah,  and  correspond  as  an 

inner  voice  assures  Hosea,  to  what  may  analogously  be  called 

3 

the  feelings  of  Jehovah,"  Dr,  Harper  sums  up  the  whole 


1,  anith,  W.R,,  Prophets  of  Israel,  p,  157. 

2,  Kent,  C.P. , The  Kings  and  Prophets  of  Israel  and  Judah, 

p,  101, 

3,  Cheyne,  T.K.,  Hosea,  p,  22, 


ir- 


character  of  Hosea  in  just  four  words;  It  was  ”...  strong, 

1 

complex,  emotional,  religious," 

5,  His  Death, 

We  do  not  know  anything  of  the  death  of  Hosea, 

However,  Jewish  traditions  concerning  it  have  grown  up, 

2 

i One  legend  tells  us  the  prophet  died  in  Babylon  which,  if 

true,  would  lead  us  to  believe  he  was  among  the  captives 

of  Israel,  But  his  body  "was  carried  to  G-alilee  and  buried 

in  Safed,  northwest  of  the  Sea  of  Galilee  and  on  the  highest 

point  in  that  region.  Another  tradition  asserts  that  he  was 

a native  of  Galilee,  died  there  and  was  buried  there. 

His  grave  is  still  shown  near  es-Salt,  which  is  the  ancient 
3 

Ramoth-Gilead," 

C,  Summary: 

As  a result  of  the  foregoing  study  there  are  marked 

similiarities  and  sharp  contrasts.  Dr,  Knudson  does  not  see 

a great  deal  of  difference  between  the  northern  and  southern 
4 

Kingdoms,  This  is  self  evident  from  the  extensive  study 
that  has  been  made  in  Chapter  II  of  the  political,  social 
and  economic  and  the  religious  conditions  of  the  day. 

The  ministry  of  Amos  began  about  760  B,C,  and  that  of 
his  younger  contemporary,  Hosea,  began  at  least  ten  years 
later.  The  dates  of  their  ministry  are  not  dependent  on 

1,  Harper,  W,R.,  Amos  and  Hosea,  p,  CXLVI, 

2,  Eiselen,  P.C.,  The  Prophecy  and  the  Prophets,  p,  55, 

3,  Davidson,  A,B.,  "Hosea",  Hastings  Bible  Dictionary  of 

the  feible,  p,  420b, 

4—  Knudaon,  A,C,,  Beacon  Lights  of  Prophecy,  p,  93,  


theii*  titles*  The  historical  references  Yliich  are  inter- 
polations reflect  the  latter  part  of  Jeroboam's  reign  and 
correspond  to  the  prosperity  and  period  of  anarchy  which 
followed.  The  title  of  Hosea,  although  rejected  by  this 

thesis,  has  its  value  in  pointing  to  a period  toward  the  close 

1 2 

of  the  work  of  Amos,  For  example,  Amos  and  Hosea  speak 
both  of  Judah  and  Israel  alike  sharing  in  sin  and  condem- 
' nation,  and  both,  while  generally  including  Judah,  address 
their  messages  primarily  to  Israel, 

The  call  to  prophecy  came  out  of  the  experiences  of  life. 
They  answered  the  response  of  their  hearts  to  the  political, 
social  and  economic  and  religious  conditions  of  their  day, 

I 

' Neither  Amos  nor  Hosea  belonged  to  the  school  of  the  prophets, 
Amos  was  a poor  shepherd  and  God  "took"  him  from  following 

I 

I 

the  flocks  and  sent  him  out  to  "prophesy  to  Israel",  Through 
the  vision  of  the  plumbline  he  felt  himself  a tool  in  the 
hand  of  God  for  the  straightening  of  the  crooked  and  perverse 
nation  Israel,  Hosea  might  have  been  as  was  suggested  a 
distinguished  citizen  in  his  native  land.  Through  a domestic 
tragedy  Hosea  was  impelled  to  begin  a prophetic  career,  for 
in  the  sorrow  and  shame  of  a faithless  wife  whom  he  loved 
tenderly,  he  saw  the  unfaithfulness  of  his  own  nation  Israel 
and  the  yearning  of  a loving  God  for  her,  Amos,  being  a 
! native  of  Judah,  lacked  that  intimacy  of  knowledge  and  con- 


1,  Amos  3:1, 

2,  Hosea  5:5,  6:10 
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tact  with  the  people  and  their  affairs  that  gave  to  Hosea, 
a native  of  Israel,  that  truly  sympathetic  understanding  of 

1 

one  who  shares  the  sin  and  guilt  of  those  whom  he  condemns. 

The  sins  which  Amos  could  speak  of  v/ithout  emotion  broke  the 

2 

heart  of  Hosea,  Amos  saw  Israel’s  sins  from  afar,  living 

on  the  Judean  steppes  and  in  the  solitude  of  the  desert; 

and  although  a fearless  prophet  of  righteousness,  he  did  not 

have  Hosea’ s "leal  love".  Their  great  difference  was  that 

of  temperament--Amos  is  the  St.  James  of  the  Old  Testament 

5 

and  Hosea  is  the  St,  John,  Amos  based  his  message  on  the 
plain,  hard  facts  of  righteous  conduct  while  Hosea  placed 
his  onphasis  on  love  which  he  considered  the  essence  of 
righteousness , 

Thus,  the  character  of  these  prophets’  message  is  in- 
dicated in  the  men  themselves.  Their  approach  is  different, 
Amos  approached  religion  from  the  standpoint  of  ethics  while 
Hosea  appealed  to  love  and  found  solace  in  his  religious 
faith,  and  redemption  from  sin,  Amos’  motive  for  righteous- 
ness was  negative  and  he  based  his  appeal  upon  fear  and 
identified  religion  with  moral  law.  He  insisted  that  super- 
stition, ceremonialism,  selfishness  and  tyranny  must  give 
way  to  righteousness,  Hosea’ s motive  for  righteousness  was 
always  negative  and  he  became  a pioneer  in  evangelism  and 

1,  Knudson,  A,C.,  Beacon  Lights  of  Prophecy,  p,  95, 

2,  Smith,  H.P,  Old  Testament  History,  p,  140, 

3,  McPayden,  jIe. , Introduction  to  the  Old  Testament, 

p.  1R3, 
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the  first  prophet  of  grace, 

Amos  and  Hosea  predicted  judgment  in  Israel:  APios  be- 

lieved it  was  the  righteous  judgment  of  Jehovah  and  he  saw 
disaster  without  hope;  but  Hosea  saw  in  the  doom  the  loving 

chastisement  of  Jehovah  who  would  restore  repentant  Israel 

1 

once  more  to  his  favor. 

The  efficiency  of  the  ministry  of Hosea  is  even  more 

clearly  perceived  than  is  that  of  Amos,  This  is  based  largely 

on  the  fact  that  his  teaching  formed  the  basis  for  subsequent 

Hebrew  prophecy.  Hosea  was  the  only  prophet  from  the  north 

whose  writings  were  preserved  and  he  had  no  successors, 

Amos'  writings  were  not  only  preserved  but  he  was  also  followed 

by  Isaiah,  Micah  of  Judahi,  as  well  as  Hosea  of  Israel.  The 

reason  why  Hosea  probably  did  not  have  any  successors  was 

because  he  lived  too  close  to  the  fall  of  Samaria  and  the 

2 

captivity  of  Israel. 


1,  Eiselen,  F.G,,  Prophecy  and  the  Prophets,  p,  64, 

2,  Harper,  W.R.,  Amos  and  Hosea,  p,  clix 
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CHAPTER  IV.  THE  MAJOR  RELIGIOUS  CONCEPTS  OP  AMOS  AND  HOSEA. 

A,  Their  Concepts  of  God. 

1.  Amos. 

The  fundamental  element  in  the  theology  of 

Amos  is  his  conception  of  Jehovah.  It  is  interesting  to  note  | 

1 1 

I 

the  names  which  Amos  applies  to  Jehovah.  j 

(1)  J ehovah  (the  Lord)  alone,  commonly,  as  in  the  other  j 

prophets.  | 

(2)  The  Lord  Jehovah  (Adonai  Jehovah;  A.V.  the  Lord  ; 

I 

God)  is  his  favorite  title,  occurring  twenty  times, 
Ch.  1:8;  3:7,8,11,13;  4:2,5;  5:3;  6:8;  7:1, 2, 4, 
(twice)5,6;  8:1,3,9,11;  9:8, 

The  Lord  (Adonai)  only,  7:7,8;  9:1. 

(3)  The  following  combinations  should  be  noted; 

Jehovah  the  God  of  hosts  (A.V,  the  Lord,  the  God 

of  hosts) 4:3;  5;14,15;  6:8,14;  and  more  emphatically 
Jehovah,  whose  name  is  the  God  of  hosts.  5;27, 

The  Lord,  Jehovah  of  hosts,  9:5. 

The  Lord  Jehovah,  the  God  of  hosts,  3:13, 

The  God  of  hosts,  the  Lord,  5:16, 

a,  Jehovah  is  the  God  of  Nature. 

Jehovah  of  hosts  is  the  God  who  has  untold 
forces  and  powers  at  His  command,  in  other  words,  the  Al- 
mighty or  the  Omnipotent.  Amos  attempts  a description  of  the 


1,  Kirkpatrick,  A.P.,  The  Doctrine  of  the  Prophets,  p,  108 


power  of  Jehovah,  He  is  the  Creator, for  Jehovah  formed  the 

massive  moiintains  and  created  the  subtle  wind  (4:11),  He 

was  the  Maker  of  Orion  and  Pleiades  (5:8)  and  the  mover  in 

all  the  movements  v/hich  we  observe:  ”He  turneth  the  shadow 

of  death  into  the  morning,  and  maketh  day  dark  with  night;" 

"He  called  for  the  waters  of  the  sea  and  poureth  them  out  upon 

the  face  of  the  earth."  (4:13;  9:5),  Jehovah  has  all  the 

forces  of  nature  and  every  natural  plague  in  his  control. 

His  angry  breath  withers  up  Carmel  (1:2);  He  withholds  rain, 

sends  locusts,  mildew,  pestilence,  and  invasion  (4:6-11), 

He  touches  the  earth  and  it  melts,  and  rises  up  and  sinks, 

like  the  Nile  in  Egypt  (8:8;  9:5),  He  can,  moreover,  cause 

an  eclipse  of  the  sun  (8:9) . He  has  the  power  in  heaven  and 

in  the  underworld,  as  well  as  the  bottom  of  the  sea  (9:2,3), 

"Amos  refers  everything  that  befalls  man,  good  or  evil,  to 
1 

Jehovah,"  "Shall  evil  befall  a city,  and  Jehovah  hath  not 
done  it?  (3:6),  But  preeminently  Amos*  picture  is  of  a Di- 
vine Sovereignty  through  nature  over  man  (9:7,8), 

b,  Jehovah  is  the  God  of  the  Whole  World, 

Jehovah  is  not  only  the  God  of  Israel  but  of 

2 

all  the  world.  This  was  an  advanced  step  and  a remarkable 
creed  for  those  days.  He  uses  His  power  equally  in  the  rule 
of  the  nations,  moving  them  up  and  down  upon  the  face  of  the 
earth  and  according  to  His  will,  like  pawns  upon  a board, 

1.  Mitchell,  H.G,,  Amos,  p,  188. 

2,  Amos  1:3;  2:9,  13-16;  5:14,  15;  6:14;  8:7;  9:5, 6, 7, 
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bringing  Israel  from  Egypt,  the  Philistines  from  Gaphtor,  and 
the  Syrians  from  Kir  (9:7),  He  also  sends  Israel  into  cap- 
tivity beyond  Damascus  (5:27),  and  sends  the  Syrians  back  from 
where  they  came  (1:5),  The  omnipresence  of  His  power  is  ex- 
pressed where  he  smites  one  nation  after  another  (Chapters 
1 and  2)  and  His  wrath  pursues  sinners,  plucking  them  out 
of  every  refuge  (9:4f),  His  glance  penetrates  equally  into 
the  spirit  of  men,  for  "He  declareth  unto  man  what  is  his 
mediation,"  (4:13) 

The  nations  recognized  the  reality  of  the  gods  of  the 
peoples  surrounding  than,  but  believed  there  was  one  god 
properly  their  own,  Israel  thought  Jehovah  was  interested 
exclusively  in  the  affairs  of  Israel,  His  worshipers  pat- 
ronized Him  as  though  He  needed  them  and  their  offerings. 

They  further  believed  that  the  prosperity  they  were  enjoying 
was  a sign  of  Jehovah’s  favor  and  that  having  Him  as  their 
national  God,  they  were  entitled  to  His  loyal  support,  Amos 
believed  that  Israel  is  Jehovah’s  people  (7:8),  but  He  is  a 
much  greater  God  than  the  people  think,  Jehovah  controls 
all  nations  and  has  no  favorites,  Amos’  idea  is  that  there 
exists  a relationship  between  God  and  Israel  which  Involves 
national  responsibility,  Jehovah’s  Interest  lies  beyond  the 
narrow  borders  of  Palestine  (9:7),  Amos  avoids  the  use  of 
the  phrase  "God  of  Israel",  and  only  speaks  of  "thy  God" 
once  in  the  whole  book,  but  in  no  happy  sense  (4:12),  Al- 
though Amos  does  not  deny  the  existence  of  other  gods,  "his 
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teaching  implies  that  there  is  no  God  in  all  the  v/orld  but 
1 

Jehovah”  which  is  the  highest  conception  advanced  up  to 
his’  time, 

c.  Jehovah  demands  Righteousness  and  Justice, 

Jehovah  has  moral  attributes  which  Amos  de- 
picts as  clearly  as  the  natural  attributes  already  discussed,  i 

j 

Dr,  Mitchell  thinks  Amos  "dwells  on  the  irresistible,  ines-  | 
capable  power  of  God  only  for  the  sake  of  enforcing  demands 

2 I 

growing  out  of  his  character,"  The  most  prominent  attri-  t 

butes  are  justice  and  righteousness.  Jehovah  demands  these 

3 

qualities  from  Israel  and  from  the  surrounding  nations. 

It  is  this  truth  which  distinguishes  Jehovah  from  the  gods 

of  the  other  nations,  Jehovah  will  deal  with  all  nations 

according  to  His  righteousness  and  will  punish  their  sins 

4 

without  partiality.  Dr,  Smith  states  that  the  nations 
(including  Israel)  are  judged  not  for  offences  against  Is- 
rael’s God,  but  because  they  have  broken  some  dictate  of 
universal  morality,  have  violated  some  precept  of  the  natural 
lav/  of  humanity  and  mercy  written  on  men’s  hearts,  Jehovah 
judges  Israel  by  the  same  standards  and  will  make  no  ex- 
ception because  of  Israel’s  special  relation  to  Himself;  on 
the  contrary.  He  judges  her  the  more  promptly  and  severely, 
Israel  is  bound  by  the  same  principles  of  common  morality 

1,  Cripps,  R.S.,  The  Book  of  Amos,  p,  24, 

2,  Mitchell,  H,G,,  Am.os,  p,  190, 

3,  Amos,  chapters  1 and  2, 

4,  Smith,  W,R,,  Prophets  of  Israel,  p,  134, 
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which  are  binding  upon  other  nations;  and  Jehovah  will  be 
Israel’s  God  only  in  so  far  as  the  same  morality  is  prac- 
ticed in  its  midst.  The  elementary  duties  of  honesty  (8:4), 
justice  (5:7;  6:12),  integrity  (2:8),  purity  (3:10),  morality 
(2:7),  and  humanity  (2:6ff;  4:1)  are  what  Jehovah  demands. 

The  external  observances  of  religion,  when  offered  in  their 
stead.  He  rejects  (5:21ff),  Israel  is  sadly  deficient  in 
morality  and  this  is  what  Amos  condemns,  Jehovah  is  con- 
cerned more  than  everything  else  with  righteousness  (3:1,2; 
7:8)  and  because  Israel  sind  the  nations  lacked  it,  doom  is 
prophesied,  "The  conviction  that  judgment  and  righteousness 
are  the  foundations  of  His  throne  is  only  deepened  by  the 

exhortations  to  which  the  orophet  now  and  then  gives  utter- 
1 

since,"  Seek  good  and  not  evil  (5:14),  he  pleads.  Hate  evil 
and  love  good,  and  establish  justice  in  the  gate!  (5;15), 

Let  justice  roll  down  as  waters  and  righteousness  as  a mighty 
stream,  (5:24) , 

d.  Summary, 

The  message  of  Jehovah  may  be  summed  up  in  the 
following  statements: 

(1)  Jehovah  is  the  God  of  history,  creator  of  all  things 
good  and  evil, 

(2)  Jehovah  is  the  God  of  Israel,  but  he  is  also  the 
god  of  other  nations. 
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Jehovah  had  chosen  Israel,  not  for  her  sake,  but 
because  of  the  mission  she  has  in  the  world, 

Jehovah  is  righteous  and  just, and  demands  the  same 
from  all  men. 

Religion  and  morality  belong  together. 

Privilege  implies  responsibility,  both  in  regard 
to  the  nation  and  the  individual.  Failure  to  rec- 
ognize this  will  bring  disastrous  results. 

Doom  is  inevitable  and  inescapable  by  the  very 
nature  of  the  case, 

2,  Hosea. 

a.  Jehovah^s  power  over  Nature. 

The  God  of  Hosea  was  omnipotent  when  he 
chose  to  exert  Himself,  That  Jehovah  had  power  over  nature 
is  seen  in  the  fact  that  He  was  the  giver  of  Nature's  gifts, 
"For  she  did  not  know  that  I gave  her  grain,  and  the  new 
wine,  and  the  oil,  and  multiplied  unto  her  silver  and  gold" 
(2:8),  Also,  "the  rain,  , , the  latter  rain  that  watereth 
the  earth"  (6:3),  But  Jehovah  is  also  the  withholder  of 
nature’s  gifts,  "Therefore  shall  the  land  mourn  and  everyone 
that  dwelleth  therein  shall  languish,  with  the  beasts  of  the 
fields  and  the  birds  of  the  heavens;  yea,  the  fishes  of  the 
sea  also  shall  be  taken  away"  (4;3),  "The  threshing  floor 
and  the  wine  press  shall  not  feed  them  and  the  new  wine  shall 
fail  her"  (9:2),  "The  breath  of  Jehovah  coming  up  from  the 
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wilderness,  and  his  spring  shall  become  dry  and  his  fo\mtain 
shall  be  dried  up"  (13;15),  Further,  Jehovah  is  in  control 
of  Sheol  itself,  "l  will  ransom  them  from  the  power  of  Sheol; 
I will  redeem  them  from  death"  (13:14), 

b,  Jehovah  is  the  God  of  History, 

In  history  his  hand  has  wrought  many 
wonderful  things  which  have  occurred  in  Israel's  own  life  as 
a nation  (e,g,,  the  deliverance  from  Egypt),  "And  called 
my  son  out  of  Egypt"  (11:1),  "And  by  a prophet  brought  Israel 
out  of  Egypt"(12:13) , "in  the  wilderness  in  the  land  of  great 
drought  according  to  their  pasture  so  were  they  filled" 

(13:6),  Jehovah  tenderly  guides  Israel  in  its  early  history, 
"l  taught  Ephraim  to  walk;  I took  them  on  my  arms;  but  they 
knew  not  that  I healed  them,  I drew  them  with  cords  of  a 
man,  with  bands  of  love;  and  I was  to  them  as  they  that  lift 
up  the  yoke  on  their  jaws;  and  I laid  food  before  them" 
(11:3,4) o He  also  sends  prophets  to  minister  to  Israel 
(12:10). 

c,  Jehovah  is  the  God  of  Israel, 

Although  Hosea  exhibits  no  interest  in 
the  work  of  Jehovah  outside  of  Israel,  he  does  recognize 
His  power  over  nations,  "The  Assyrian  shall  be  their  King 
because  they  refuse  to  return  unto  me  " (11:15),  "Samaria 
shall  toear  her  guilt  for  she  hath  rebelled  against  God" 

Jehovah  is  a national  God  (3:4;  9:3;  13:4)  and  is  concerned 
with  one  nation,  Jehovah  is  Israel's  God  (1:9;  5:4;  13:4) 
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and  Israel  is  Jehovah's  people,  "Ye  are  sons  of  the  living 
God  (IzlO),  "My  people  are  destroyed  for  lack  of  knowledge" 
(4; 6),  "And  my  people  are  bent  on  backsliding  from  me" 
(11:7),  It  is  Jehovah  who  led  Israel  out  of  Egypt  (11:1; 
13:4),  found  him  in  the  wilderness  (9:10),  and  gave  him  the 
land  of  Canaan  for  pasture  and  satisfaction  (13:5ff)*  When 
he  prospered  (10:1),  it  was  Jehovah  who  strengthened  his  arm 
(7:15),  and  watched  over  him  (5:3),  He  became  Lord  and  Hus- 
band of  the  land,  instead  of  the  Baals,  and  the  land  became 
His  wife  (2:2),  He  was  the  giver  of  all  good  gifts,  the 
fruitful  earth  with  its  com,  wine,  and  oil,  and  all  the 
wealth  of  agriculture  (2:8ff),  It  is  this  close  relationship 
between  Jehovah  and  the  land,  or  people  of  His  choice,  which 
dominates  Hosea’s  conception  of  God  and  overshadows  the  uni- 
versal point  of  view.  He  notices  the  nations  but  is  not  in- 
terested in  them  except  as  a source  of  temptation  to  his 
people  and  as  powers  which  will  chastise  Israel,  Hosea  ex- 
presses the  conception  of  divine  power  and  attitude  of  Je- 
hovah by  representing  Him  as  the  light  (6;5),  as  a lion 
(5:14;  13:7),  or  a gnawing  worm  (5:12), 

d,  Jehovsih  is  the  God  of  Love, 

The  fundamental  idea  of  Hosea  is  his  con- 
ception of  Jehovah  as  a god  of  love.  The  word  love,  or 
kindness,  represents  an  act  or  feeling  of  dutiful  or  loyal 
affection  (6:4-6;  10:12),  There  is  a relationship  or  cov- 
enant betv/een  Jehovah  and  Israel  which  calls  upon  both  to 
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exercise  this  feeling  tov/ard  each  other.  This  obligation  is 
not  merely  a legal  one;  it  is  likewise  moral.  This  relation 
is  expressed  in  various  figures.  There  is  the  Father  and 
Son  figure  (ll!l,3,4).  It  is  not  because  Israel  was  his  son 
that  Jehovah  loved  him,  but  rather  Israel  became  Jehovah’s 
son  because  Jehovah  loved  him,  Israel  and  Ephraim  shared  the 
same  nature  of  Jehovah,  This  ethical  relationship  Hosea  is 
trying  to  show  the  people,  and  also  such  evidences  of  Je- 
hovah’s tenderness  as  are  implied  for  them^,  Israel  had  been 
stubborn  and  disloyal.  Then  the  figure  expressing  the  Human 
Ox-Driver  (11:4)  in  which  he  tries  to  show  that  love  is  most 
distinctively  a human  thing,  as  it  is  most  distinctively 
divine.  There  is  the  figure  of  Jehovah  as  Savioij.r  (13; 4-5) 
through  history,  protecting,  giving  good,  and  removing  danger. 
He  only  can  do  for  them,  yet  they  are  fallen  in  idolatry  and 
following  other  gods,  Jehovah  is  also  pictured  as  a physician 
binding  Israel’s  wounds  (11:3;  6:1;  14; 5),  The  figure  that 
covers  the  whole  history  of  Israel  is  expressed  in  the 
marriage  figure  (2:2;  3;lff;  11:1;  14:4),  The  most  spiritual 
symbol  of  all  is  the  marriage  metaphor,  but  the  important  thing 
is  the  idea  of  divine  love.  Running  all  through  Hosea’ s 
book  are  passages  expressing  the  love  of  Jehovah  for  Israel, 

He  is  loving--”l  will  betroth  thee  to  me  in  loving  kindness 
(2:19),  "As  Jehovah  loveth  the  children  of  Israel"  (3:1), 

His  love  is  compassionate--"My  compassions  are  kindled  to- 
gether" (11:8),  Deeper  yet  is  the  yearning  love  of  Jehovah 
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(2:5,8;  7:13;  11:1-4) 


However,  this  love  can  be  wounded 


"How  shall  I give  thee  up,  Ephraim? 

How  shall  I cast  thee  off,  Israel? 

How  shall  I make  thee  as  Admah? 

How  shall  I set  thee  as  Zeboim? 

My  heart  is  turned  within  me. 

My  compassions  are  kindled  together, 

I will  not  execute  the  fierceness  of  my  anger, 

I will  not  return  to  destroy  Ephraim. 

For  I am  God,  and  not  man; 

The  Holy  One  in  the  midst  of  Thee; 

And  I will  not  come  in  wrath," 

(11:8,9) 

G,  A,  Snith  says  that  "this  is  the  greatest  passage  in  Hosea-- 

deepest  if  not  the  highest  in  the  book — the  breaking  forth 

of  the  exhaustless  mercy  of  Jehovah  which  no  sin  in  man  can 

1 

bar  back  nor  wear  out," 

e,  Jehovah  demands  Loyalty, 

The  struggle  between  Jehovah  and  Baalhri 
was  keen,  and  Hosea  insists  upon  Jehovah's  exclusive  claim 
to  recognition,  Hosea  attacks  the  Baal-worship  of  his  day 
with  uncompromising  hostility  (2:8,13,16,17;  7:16;  11:2;  13;1) 
because  of  the  hold  of  Baalism  upon  the  popular  consciousness 
of  the  people,  Hosea  further  denounces  image-worship  (4; 12, 
17;  11:2;  14:3;  8:5,6;  10:5,6;  13:2),  All  this  worship  was 
the  expression  of  a wrong  conception  of  Jehovah,  It  is  for 
this  reason  that  Hosea  is  always  talking  about  the  necessity 
of  a knowledge  of  God  (2:8,20;  3:1,6;  5:4;  6:6;  11:3,),  The 
great  sin  of  Israel  is  that  of  forgetfulness  and  inexcusable 
ignorance.  She  has  had  innumerable  evidences  of  Jehovah's 


1,  Smith,  G,A,,  The  Twelve  Prophets,  p,  297, 


attitude  toward  her;  but  has  steadily  refused  to  learn  from 
her  experiences,  Hosea  is  dominated  by  the  thought  of  Je- 
hovah's love  for  Israel  and  he  is  amazed  and  grief  stricken 
because  that  love  receives  no  adequate  recognition  or  return 
in  Israel,  It  is, on  the  contrary,  met  by  the  basest  in- 
gratitude. 

There  is  but  one  possible  outcome  of  disloyalty  and  the 
rejection  of  Jehovah's  love,  viz, , punishment  and  that  of  the 
most  drastic  character.  Since  this  people  remains  unfaithful 
and  refuses  to  be  reformed,  it  must  be  punished.  Hence,  she 
must  be  carried  into  exile  that  she  may  realize  the  power- 
lessness of  the  gods  in  whom  she  has  placed  her  trust  and 
may  come  to  a new  consciousness  of  Jehovah's  love.  Chastised 
and  purified,  she  may  once  more  return  to  her  land  and  there 
worship  Jehovah  with  a zeal  according  to  knowledge  and  with 


an  undivided  heart 
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B,  Tbelr  Concepts  of  Sin. 

1 . Amos , 

a.  The  Nature  of  Sin  is  Obscured. 

There  is  no  adequate  conception  of  sin 
' found  in  the  book  of  Amos,  To  him  the  life  of  man  and  G-od 
should  naturally  express  itself  in  good.  This  good  is  an 
objective  matter,  something  regarded  as  present,  while  all 
departures  from  it  arouse  the  anger  of  Jehovah,  Everything 
is  regarded  concretely,  and  at  the  same  time  negatively, 

Amos'  conception  of  Jehovah  is  that  of  a God  of  justice, 
Jehovah's  power  is  not  only  universal  but  it  is  necessarily 
impartial  and  consequently  ethical.  Righteousness  being  a 
vital  element  in  Jehovah's  character.  He  will  not  only  de- 
mand it  in  those  who  profess  to  be  his  followers,  but  will 
enforce  the  demand.  He  cannot  have  one  standard  for  the 
nations  and  a lower  standard  for  Israel,  Because  Israel  has 
enjoyed  special  privileges,  the  standard  by  which  she  shall 
be  judged  is  to  be  placed  all  the  higher,  Jehovah  demands 

justice,  "which  in  its  simplest  and  most  natural  form,  in- 

1 

eludes  honesty,  integrity,  purity,  and  humanity,"  This  is 
concrete  and  includes  the  elementary  duties  of  life  whether 
in  Israel  or  the  surrounding  nations.  The  passion  of  Amos' 
soul  is  for  the  establishment  of  social  and  moral  justice 

which  Jehovah  demands,  Amos  laid  down  the  principle  of 
righteousness  which  forms  the  essence  of  all  true  morality-- 

1,  Driver,  S,R,,  Joel  and  Amos,  p,  109, 
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respect  for  personality  in  one’s  self  and  in  others.  It 
was  because  the  nations  and  Israel  lacked  this  that  they  were 
sinful.  Doom  would  be  produced  on  them  because  of  their 
sin  (3:3-6)  and  hence  only  a removal  of  their  sin  could  save 
them. 


b.  Atrocities  of  Barbarism, 


1 


Doom  is  passed  on  the  surrounding  nations 

because  of  some  representative  offence.  They  are  not  judged 

for  offences  committed  specifically  against  Israel's  God, 

nor  because  they  do  not  worship  Him,  but  because  they  have 

broken  the  laws  of  universal  morality,  have  violated  some 

precept  of  the  natural  law  of  humanity,  and  mercy  written  on 
2 

men’s  hearts.  Thus  Jehovah,  the  God  in  whose  name  Amos 
speaks,  is  Interested  in  the  moral  conduct  of  men  beyond  the 
borders  of  Israel,  and  He  will  punish  sin  wherever  He  finds 
it.  The  sins  are  all  definite  and  concrete  and  Jehovah  de- 
tests them  and  will  not  allow  them  to  go  on  unpunished.  The 
world  is  a world  of  law  and  something  always  follows  in  the 
trail  of  sin.  The  sins  which  Amos  denounces  are  nearly 
always  social  sins,  wrongs  done  to  the  neighbor,  especially 
the  helpless  neighbor, 

c.  Atrocities  of  Civilization, 

After  Amos  stirred  the  people’s  conscience 
and  imagination  by  his  judgment  of  their  neighbor’s  sins. 


1,  Amos  1:3 — 2:4, 

2,  Snith,  W.R,,  The  Prophets  of  Israel,  p,  134. 


he  turns  as  swift  as  lightning  with  the  same  formula  on  them- 
selves, His  audience  had  listened  with  delight  to  the  an- 
nouncement of  the  sins  of  their  neighbors.  The  surrounding 
nations  were  doaned  because  they  had  repudiated  the  reason- 
able moral  demands  which  had  been  written  by  the  finger  of 
God  on  men’s  consciences.  How  would  Israel  escape  if  she 
neglected  and  defied  those  moral  demands?  She  was  compre- 
hended under  the  same  moral  law  as  the  other  nations  with 
their  inexorable  penalties. 

The  sins  that  vex  and  provoke  Amos  manifest  themselves 
in  various  forms  but  there  are  some  which  he  especially  con- 
demns, The  sin  of  sins  to  Amos  is  the  cruelty  to  the  poor. 

The  rich  oppressed  the  poor  by  exactions  of  wheat  (5:1),  and 
use  of  false  measures  in  buying  and  selling  (8:5), 
fairly  crushing  their  head  to  the  earth  (2:7),  Tlien  the  judges 
to  whom  the  poor  appealed  for  relief  were  corrupt.  They  ac- 
cepted bribes  (5:12),  and  so  were  controlled  by  the  rich. 

The  courts  which  should  have  given  them  redress  and  made  such 
atrocities  impossible,  v/ere  themselves  venal  so  that  the  love 
of  money  poisoned  justice  at  its  source.  The  class  whose 
privilege  and  duty  it  was  to  protect  the  poor  exploited  them. 
In  this  way  human  life  was  literally  bartered  away.  The  in- 
nocents were  sold  for  silver  and  the  needy  for  a pair  of 
shoes  (2:6;  8:6),  It  was  not,  however,  the  smallness  of  the 
amount  for  which  the  poor  were  sold  that  stirred  the  indig- 
nation of  the  prophet,  but  the  fact  that  they  were  sold  at 
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all.  All  the  money  in  his  estimate  was  base  when  compared  j 
with  the  value  of  human  life,  'There  were  certain  common  j 

rights  of  humanity  that  were  above  all  price,  and  these  | 

rights  the  ruling  classes  in  Israel  were  persistently  dis-  i 

regarding.  To  Amos  this  seemed  the  height  of  iniquity,  and 

I 

not  only  the  height  of  Iniquity  but  the  very  limit  of  govern- 
1 

mental  folly,"  Amos’  cry  is  "That  ye  have  turned  justice 
into  gall,  and  the  fruit  of  righteousness  into  wormwood"  I 

I 

(5:7;  6:12),  "and  righteousness  is  cast  to  earth"  (2:8),  { 

But  three  other  influences  were  degrading  and  destroying 
the  life  of  the  time--impure  worship.  Immorality  and  in- 

I 

temperance.  The  people  were  ready  to  discharge,  in  place  of  ^ 
moral  duties,  the  external  offices  of  religion.  In  their 
eyes  moral  deficiencies  were  a matter  of  indifference,  pro- 
vided the  formal  routine  of  festival -keeping  and  sacrifice 
was  properly  performed.  It  was  this,  they  persuaded  them- 
selves, which  assured  Jehovah’s  favor,  and  it  was  something 
which  was  far  easier  to  observe  than  the  restraints  of 
morality.  The  more  gifts  they  offered  to  Jehovah,  the  more 
frequently  they  made  pilgrimages  to  Eis  shrines,  the  better 
satisfied  they  supposed  He  would  be;  their  moral  delinquen- 
cies He  could  afford  to  disregard,  Amos  says  that  their 
ceremonial  observances  are  but  "transgression"  (4;4),  and 
^e  not  the  avenue  to  Jehovah’s  favor  (5:25),  He  "hates",  he 
"rejects"  Israel’s  pilgrimages  and  offerings  (5:21-23), 

1,  Knudson.  A.C,,  The  Beacon  Lights  of  Prophecy,  p , 82 , 
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Ajnos  illustrates  the  worthlessness  of  ceremonialism  and  the 
supreme  value  of  righteousness  in  the  religious  life. 

Immorality  and  intemperance  were  actually  associated 
with  the  public  worship  of  Ood,  The  sacred  places,  so  called,  i 
rang  with  sounds  of  revelry,  and  witnessed  deeds  of  robbery  j 
and  lust,  "A  man  and  his  father  go  unto  the  same  maiden,  to 
profane  my  holy  name:  They  lay  thanselves  down  beside  every  ' 

altar  upon  clothes  taken  in  pledge;  and  in  the  house  of  their 
God  they  drink  the  wine  of  such  as  have  been  fined,"  (2:7-8) . 
This  picture  of  Jehovah’s  people  is  as  ugly  as  it  can  be-- 
given  over  as  they  were  to  v/ine  and  women,  to  love  of  money 
smd  oppression  of  the  poor,  and  cloaking  much  of  this  wrong 
in  the  holy  garb  of  religion,  Israel  had  sinned  against 
light  and  privilege,  against  conscience  and  the  love  of  God, 
"Seek  ye  me,  and  ye  shall  live"  (5:4),  "Seek  good  and 
not  evil"  (5:14),  "Hate  evil  and  love  the  good"  (5:15)  is 
Amos'  cry  for  Israel,  Goodness  has  a social  color  and  is 
the  doing  of  justice  in  society,  respect  for  personality, 
and  the  securing  of  fair  play  between  man  and  man,  Jehovah 
demands  that  "justice  roll  down  as  waters,  and  righteousness  j 
as  a mighty  stream"  (5:24),  Thus,  the  justice  and  right- 
eousness for  which  Amos  pleads  is  nearly  always  a social 
thing. 


2,  Ho sea, 

a.  The  Nature  of  Sin, 


Hosea’s  marital  experience  taught  him 
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the  lesson  of  Israel’s  disloyalty  to  Jehovah,  He  learned  in 
his  own  home  that  moral  power  of  love  is  not  absolute.  He 
had  placed  his  love,  confidence  and  mercy  on  Gomer  but  she 
had  failed  to  keep  loyal  to  him.  This  was  true  of  Israel, 
Jehovah  had  showered  goodness,  mercy  and  love  on  Israel  but 
she  had  failed  to  keep  that  loyalty,  even  ascribing  her  bless- 
ings to  Baalim,  Gomer,  whom  Hosea  loved  more  than  his  life, 
had  caused  his  great  anguish  of  heart  by  her  unfaithfulness, 
and  the  experience  became  a great  spiritual  insight  in  which 

Jehovah  cries  out,  ”0  Ephraim,  what  shall  I do  unto  thee?  0 

1 

Judah,  what  shall  I do  unto  thee?"'  "How  shall  I give  thee 

up,  Ephraim?  How  shall  I cast  thee  off,  Israel?  , , . My 

heart  is  turned  within  me,  my  compassions  are  kindled  to- 
2 

gether,"  "l  will  not  execute  the  fierceness  of  my  anger-- 

3 

I will  not  destroy,  , , for  I am  God  and  not  man,"  "Jehovah 

4 

loveth  the  children  of  Israel," 

5 

To  Hosea,  for  Gomer  to  go  out  into  fornication  was 
breaking  the  marriage  covenant,  Hosea  believed  Israel  was 
bound  in  a covenant  with  Jehovah  and  a breaking  of  it  was  sin, 
"Sin,"  says  T,  H,  R6binson,  "is  always  an  ugly  thing,  but  no- 
idiere--save  in  the  Cross  itself--is  it  made  to  appear  more 
utterly  horrible  and  loathsome  than  in  the  thought  of  Hosea, 

To  him  it  is  the  rejection,  or  still  worse,  the  betrayal  of 


1,  Hosea  6:4, 

2,  Hosea  11:8, 

3,  Hosea  11:9, 

4,  Hosea  3:1, 

Hosea  1:2;2:2-5;4:12,15,18;5:3,4;9:1, 
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love,”  It  was  Jehovah  who  ”when  Israel  was  a child  loved 

2 

him;  and  called  his  son  out  of  Egypt;”  it  was  he  also  who 

when  Israel  was  ”in  the  wilderness  of  great  , . , was  so 
3 4 

filled;”  it  was  he  who  healed  their  wounds  and  bound  them 

up;  it  was  he  who  ’’taught  Ephraim  to  walk;  and  took  them 
5 

in  his  arms;”  it  was  he  who  ’’drew  them  with  the  cords  of  a 

6 

man,  with  bands  of  love;”  and  yet,  she  had  not  been  loyal 

and  kept  the  hesedh  covenant.  Kindness  and  truth,  kindness 

7 

and  justice,  are  the  sum  of  moral  duty.  The  relation  of 

love  and  kindness  between  man  and  God  goes  side  by  side  with 

8 

the  conception  of  Jehovah’s  covenant  with  Israel,  Jehovah 
and  Israel  are  united  by  a bond  of  moral  obligation--not  a 
mere  compact  on  legal  terms,  a covenant  of  works,  but  a bond 
of  piety--of  fatherly  affection  on  the  one  hand,  and  loyal 
obedience  on  the  other,  Hesedh  is  the  bond  which  binds 
Jehovah  and  Israel  together.  But  Israel  had  sinned  against 
love  and  was  disloyal  to  Jehovah,  Thus,  this  was  Hosea’s 
conception  of  sin, 

b.  Sin  is  iKie  to  the  Lack  of  the  Knowledge 

of  God, 

The  cause  of  Israel’s  sin,  according  to 
the  prophet,  is  due  to  ignorance--because  there  was  no  know- 

1,  Robinson,  T,H,,  Prophecy  and  the  Prophets,  p,  78  . 

2,  Hosea  11:1  and  12:13, 

3,  Hosea  13:6. 

4,  Hosea  6:1, 

5,  Hosea  11:3, 

6,  Hosea  11:4, 

7,  Hosea  4:1;  10:12;  12:6, 

8#  Hosea  6:7;  8:1, 


1 


ledge  of  Jehovah  in  the  land.  In  a previous  verse  Jehovah 

declares  he  has  "a  controversy  with  the  inhabitants  of  the 

land,  because  there  is  no  truth,  nor  goodness,  nor  knowledge 

2 

of  God  in  the  land,"  Thus  he  puts  knowledge  of  God  on  the 

same  level  as  truth  and  goodness,  Jehovah  "desires  goodness, 

and  not  sacrifice;  and  the  knowledge  of  God  more  than  burnt 
3 

offerings , ” 

Knowledge  was  both  the  intellectual  grasp  of  a religious 
object  and  the  emotional  quality  which  implied  a change  of 
temper  and  conduct.  Hence,  knowledge  is  not  only  an  achieve- 
ment of  mind  but  a passion  of  the  whole  moral  nature,  Israel 
lacked  the  love  of  God  because  the  people  did  not  know  Jehovah,, 
There  was  no  distinction  made  between  Jehovah  and  Baalim, 
Without  knowledge  of  a person  one  cannot  love  and  this  was 
Israel's  predicament;  being  ignorant  of  Jehovah  it  was  im- 
possible to  love  him.  Another  thing  was  that  Israel  had 
"forgotten  the  law  of  thy  God,"  therefore,  "Jehovah  also 
will  forget  Israel's  children,"  (4:6),  The  knowledge  of  God 
is  essential  to  the  covenant,  "They  have  transgressed  my 
covenant  and  trespassed  against  my  law,"  (8:1),  The  people 
were  ignorant  of  the  covenant  and  had  sinned  against  Je- 
hovah's love  and  were  disloyal  to  his  precepts, 

c.  Expressions  of  the  Lack  of  Knowledge  of  God, 


1,  Hosea  4:6, 

2,  Hosea  6:1. 

3,  Hosea  6:6, 


(1)  Idolatry 


73 


Hosea  denoijinces  the  use  of  idols  and  images.  He  refers 
to  them  as  work  of  men’s  hands  (8:6),  Hosea  denounces  them 
because  they  are  a barrier  between  Israel  and  Jehovah,  The 
worship  of  Jehovah  is  fused  with  the  nature  worship  of 
Canaan  and  in  reality  they  are  worshipping  Baalim  (2:6), 
Israel  believed  themselves  to  be  worshipping  Jehovah  (8:13; 
9:4,5)  but  Hosea  says  they  are  worshipping  other  gods  (3:1). 
Israel’s  sin  was,  though  she  married  Jehovah,  she  was  un- 
aware of  the  meaning  of  marriage,  and  while  she  paid  homage 
to  Jehovah  (5:6;  6:6ff)  she  was  actually  honoring  Baal  (2:5, 
8,13),  Thus,  Hosea  attacks  their  error  and  condemns  idolatry 
and  image  worship. 


(2)  Immorality. 

Hosea  pictures  the  land  as  full  of 
’’harlotry”  and  ’’adultery’J  The  priests  encourage  immorality 
for  the  gain  which  they  derive  from  it  (4:6),^  The  sanctuaries 
are  dens  of  thieves  while  the  priests  are  the  actual  leaders 
in  crime  (6:9),  Immorality  was  practiced  openly  (7:1-7; 

10:4;  9:12ff;  6:8,9),  Kings  were  surrounded  by  unscrupulous 
nobles  Instead  of  leaders  and  uplifters. 

(3)  Revolution  and  General  Political 


Decay. 


Hosea  does  not  spare  rulers. 

Israel’s  kings  are  not  of  Divine  appointment  (8:4  and  7:1-7), 
Israel  shows  unfaithfulness  in  rebelling  against  all  legit- 
imate authority  (13:10,11;  10:7),  Kings  are  powerless  and 
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cannot  save  Israel,  but  Israel  had  trusted  them  instead  of 
Jehovah  (10:3). 

(4)  Useless  Foreign  Alliances. 

I 

Disloyalty  is  finally  shown  in  j 

seeking  foreign  alliances.  After  all  Jehovah  had  done  for  | 
Israel,  she  hires  lovers  among  the  nations  (8:10)*  Instead 
of  turning  to  God,  Israel  turns  toward  Assyria  and  Egypt  | 

(5:3;  7:11;  8:8-10;  12:1;  14:3).  Foreign  policy  is  destruction | 
to  Israel  and  is  adultery  (8:9)  because  Israel  is  married 

i 

I 

(7:11)  to  Jehovah.  Exile  and  disciplineare  the  consequences 
of  unfaithfulness  (9:3;  10:6;  11:5). 
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C.  Their  Concepts  of  Mercy, 


1 • Amos , 

There  are  two  passages  in  Amos  that  suggest 
the  mercy  of  God  by  implication,  and  two  passages,  very 
similar  to  each  other,  which  suggest  the  mercy  of  God  as  it 
may  be  induced  by  intercessory  prayer. 

a.  Passages  implying  mercy. 

The  two  passages  implying  mercy  are  as 

follows: 

”Por  thus  saith  Jehovah  unto  the  house  of  Israel, 

Seek  ye  me,  and  ye  shall  live;  but  seek  not  Bethel, 
nor  enter  into  Gilgal,  and  pass  not  to  Beer-Sheba: 
for  Gilgal  shall  surely  go  into  captivity,  and 
Beth-el  shall  come  to  nought.  Seek  Jehovah,  and  ye 
shall  live;  lest  he  break  out  like  fire  in  the  house 
of  Joseph,  and  it  devour,  and  there  be  none  to  quench 
it  in  Beth-el,  Ye  who  turn  justice  to. wormwood,  and 
cast  down  righteousness  to  the  earth, 

The  words  "seek  ye  me"  convey  the  idea  of  "habitually  seeking" 
the  revealed  will  of  Jehovah,  and  seeking  to  please  Him  by 
obedience  and  practice,  living  a righteous  life,  Amos  is 
telling  the  people  that  to  go  to  these  sanctuaries  is  use- 
less and  they  must  seek  Jehovah  in  order  to  live.  Life  is, 
of  course,  national  life,  prosperity  and  escape  from  threat- 
ened ruin.  There  is  no  reference  to  any  future  existence 
but  it  carries  the  idea  that  the  nation  or  man  who  seeks  God 
lives.  An  inference  is  also  here  that  if  the  people  seek 
Jehovah  in  rig^i^teousness  and  justice  they  will  be  saved-- 
Jehovah  will  be  merciful  and  deliver  them  from  the  destruction 
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that  is  Inevitable,  The  second  passage  that  implies  mercy 
and  deliverance  is, 

’’Seek  good  and  not  evil,  that  ye  may  live;  and  so 
Jehovah,  the  god  of  hosts,  will  be  with  you,  as 
ye  say.  Hate  the  evil,  and  love  the  good,  and 
establish  justice  in  the  gate:  it  may  be  that 

Jehovah,  the  God  of  hosts,  will  be  gracious  unto 
the  remnant  of  Joseph,”^ 

Here  is  a repetition  of  the  summons  to  repent  through  right- 
eous conduct  and  moral  goodness  in  their  lives.  The  people 
believed  Jehovah  was  with  them,  but  Amos  lays  down  the  con- 
dition upon  which  Jehovah  will  be  with  them.  Unless  her 
whole  attitude  changes,  unless  good  and  not  evil  is  m.ade  the 
end  of  her  national  life,  that  life  shall  cease,  and  the  much 
talked  of  fellowship  will  be  lest.  The  implication  is  clear 
that  if  they  fulfill  the  conditions  they  will  be  delivered, 
Amos  says  it  "may  be  that  Jehovah,  the  God  of  hosts,  will  be 
gracious  unto  the  remnant  of  Joseph",  This  expression  may 
suggest  a hope.  However,  he  is  not  sure  here  but  what  the 
unrighteous  conduct  of  Israel  has  gone  so  far  that  nothing 
will  avail.  The  same  thought  is  expressed  in  3:12  in  regard 
to  a possible  deliverance,  "Thus  saith  Jehovah:  as'  the 

shepherd  rescueth  out  of  the  mouth  of  a lion  two  legs,  or  a 
piece  of  an  ear,  so  shall  the  children  of  Israel  be  rescued 
that  sit  in  Samaria  in  the  comer  of  a couch,  and  on  the 
silken  cushions  of  a bed,"  The  Prophet  pictures  Jehovah  as 
a shepherd  rescuing  Israel  from  Assyria,  But  it  is  to  be 

1,  Amos  5:14-15, 
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practically  no  '‘rescue*’  at  all.  There  is  not  a great  deal 

of  mercy  Implied  here  for  you  cannot  make  much  of  a sheep 

out  of  two  legs  and  a piece  of  an  ear, 

Amos  had  announced  the  threatened  doom  that  would  befall 

Israel,  He  apparently  had  little  hope  for  the  success  of 

his  preaching  mission,  and  his  words  betray  little  emotion 

in  regard  to  the  message  of  doom  it  was  his  to  deliver.  But 

no  man  could  have  gone  forth  to  preach  such  a message  to  men, 

without  entertaining  some  hope.  He  who  could  be  satisfied 

with  a bare  announcement  of  destruction  as  an  end  in  itself 

would  be  less  than  human.  The  very  fact  that  he  preached 

shows  that  he  hoped.  Certainly  the  implication  back  of  these 

words  is  that  Jehovah’s  attitude  can  be  changed  by  a change 

of  conduct  on  the  part  of  Israel,  If  this  possibility  were 

not  in  Amos’  thinking  and  message,  then  these  passages  and 

words  are  meaningless, 

b.  Passages  suggesting  mercy. 

There  are  two  other  passages  which  are 

more  explicit  in  his  "doctrine  of  mercy".  The  first, 

"Thus  the  Lord  showed  me;  and,  behold,  he  formed 
locusts  in  the  beginning  of  the  shooting  up  of 
the  latter  growth;  and,  lo,,it  was  the  latter 
growth,  after  the  King’s  mowings.  And  it  came  to 
pass  that,  when  they  made  an  end  of  eating  the 
grass  of  the  land,  then  I said,  0 Lord  Jehovah, 
forgive,  I beseech  thee;  how  shall  Jacob  stand? 

Jehovah  repented  concerning  this;  It  shall  not 
be,  saith  Jehovah,"^ 

The  second  passage  is  similar; 


1,  Amos  7;l-3 
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"Thus  the  Lord  Jehovah  shov/ed  me:  and,  behold,  the 

Lord  Jehovah  called  to  contend  by  fire;  and  it  de- 
voured the  great  deep,  and  would  have  eaten  up 
the  land.  Then  said  I,  0 Lord  Jehovah,  cease,  I 
beseech  thee:  how  shall  Jacob  stand?  for  he  is 

small,  Jehovah  repented  concerning  this:  IHiis 

also  shall  not  be,  saith  the  Lord  Jehovah,"^ 

These  passages  are  the  only  places  in  the  book  where 
Jehovah  is  explicitly  revealed  as  merciful.  With  all  his 
conscience  of  Israel's  sin,  Amos  prays  that  they  may  be 
turned.  Even  Amos,  desert  bred  and  living  aloof  from  Israel, 
shrank  from  the  judgment  which  it  was  his  call  to  announce. 
There  appear  to  be  only  two  moments  in  his  ministry  when  his 
heart  contended  with  his  conscience,  and  twice  he  entreats 
God  to  forgive  and  be  merciful.  Thus  he  pre.ys  and  believes 
that  his  intercessory  prayer  is  effective,  and  is  answered. 

In  these  passages  a good  and  permanent  element  in  the  Divine 
character  is  conspicuously  presented,  which  is  not  always  in 
the  foreground  in  the  Old  Testament  Religion,  Jehovah  is 
the  God,  not  only  of  judgment  but  of  mercy  and  love. 

Principal  H,  W,  Robinson,  who  named  as  one  of  the  char- 
acteristics in  Amos'  conception  of  Jehovah  that  "he  is 
merciful",  does  not  mention  mercy  in  dealing  with  these  two 

passages  but  rather  dwells  upon  the  destructive  picture  in 

2 

these  two  visions.  Here  would  have  been  of  all  places  an 
opportunity  to  justify  his  statement,  but  he  remained  silent, 

c.  Hopeful  passage  of  a later  writer. 

There  remains  one  passage  in  the  book  of 

1,  Amos  7:4-7, 

2,  Robinson,  H,W, , Abingdon  Bible  Commentary,  p,  785, 
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Amos  which  deals  with  mercy  and  restoration,  namely,  9:8^15, 
This  disputed  passage  is  considered  in  Chapter  One  in  which 
there  are  arguments  for  and  against  its  authenticity.  The 
passage  was  found  to  he  inconsistent  with  the  preceding  mes- 
sage of  doom  and  was  rejected  as  coming  from  the  hand  of  Amos, 
The  major  emphasis  of  Amos  had  been  that  righteousness  was 
the  requirement  of  Jehovah  and  doom  and  destruction  was  the 
penalty  of  unrighteousness.  The  element  of  mercy  had  been 
pushed  into  the  background,  although  it  was  not  entirely 
lacking.  This  was  soon  felt  as  a defect,  and  a reconcil- 
iatory  conclusion  was  appended  to  the  Book  of  Amos,  which 

contains  little  of  his  ideas,  and  is  at  variance  in  all  points 

1 

with  his  doctrine, 

2,  Hosea, 

a.  Meaning  of  the  term  Hesedh, 

The  translation  of  the  term  hesedh,  which 
occupies  the  most  prominent  place  in  the  book  of  Hosea,  has 
its  difficulties  and  its  various  interpretations.  The  word 
forgiveness  is  inadequate  to  express  the  term,  Jehovah  is 
in  a personal  relationship  with  Israel,  His  will  is  ethical 
and  therefore,  when  two  wills  meet,  the  problem  of  forgive- 
ness naturally  arises  as  the  result  of  the  failure  on  the 
part  of  the  people  to  maintain  their  obligation  in  the  cove- 
nant, Thus,  good  and  evil  come  from  Jehovah,  He  would  be- 
come angry,  but  this  was  avoided  by  sacrifices  and  offerings 


1,  Cornillp  C,H«.  Prophets  of  Israel,  p.  47 
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which  Amos  and  Hosea  said  is  not  the  way.  However,  forgive- 
ness is  a narrower  term  than  hesedh.  Forgiveness  is  an  act 
of  the  moment,  while  hesedh  is  a sustaining  attribute.  For- 
giveness is  treated  in  terms  of  the  divine  and  the  human  in 
the  prophets,  whereas  hesedh  includes  both  the  divine  and 
human  attributes.  The  word  grace  expresses  the  covenant 
idea,  i,e,,  only  by  obedience  to  the  covenant  can  divine 
grace  be  obtained.  Obedience  produced  a claim  on  God  (Psalm 
118:132) , Divine  grace  is  forgiveness  of  sin  (Psalm  32:51; 
130:143),  But  here  again  grace  is  an  attribute  of  God  and 
not  a finality  of  life.  It  is  necessary  in  dealing  with  men, 
inasmuch  as  it  is  conditioned  by  certain  characters  of  men’s 
dealings  with  each  other  and  with  God,  Hence,  grace  is  too 
narrow  to  translate  hesedh.  There  is  no  word  in  the  Old 
Testament  to  translate  the  expression  of  love.  Holiness  oc- 
cupies the  foreground.  In  Hosea  we  find  the  first  expression 
of  love.  The  term  is  used  of  God  in  Hosea  as  well  as  of  the 
relation  of  the  individual  to  each  other.  In  our  English 

versions  the  word  hesedh,  used  by  Hosea,  is  more  adequately 

12  3 

expressed  by  the  word  mercy,  goodness,  lovingkindness, 

G,  L,  Robinson  suggests  that  "hesedh  to  Hosea  meant  what  is 

usually  conveyed  by  the  Scotch  term  'leal  love'','  i,e.,  love 

plus  loyalty,  including  both  love  for  God  and  for  our  fellow- 


1,  Hosea  4:1;  6:6;  10:2;  12:6 

2,  Hosea  6:4, 

3,  Hosea  2:19, 
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man, " 

However,  hesedh  does  not  mean  mercy  in  an  indiscriminate 

manner.  Dr,  Ottley  points  out  that  the  word  hesedh  is  not 

used  indiscriminately,  where  any  kind  of  favor  is  desired, 

hut  only  where  there  is  some  recognized  tie.  It  is  indeed 

2 

the  opposite  of  hen,  which  is  in  place  just  where  there  is 

“3 

no  tie  or  claim.  Where  there  is  a definite  loyalty  in- 
volved, such  as  marriage  or  betrothal  and  kinship  of  various 
sorts,  the  word  hesedh  is  used.  Where  no  loyalty  is  involved 
the  word  hen  is  used.  The  word  hesedh  is  then  used  wherever 
there  is  a definite  relation  demanding  and  involving  loyalty 
between  the  contracting  parties.  It  draws  its  meaning  from 
the  idea  of  the  covenant  and  has  the  connotation  of  being  a 
sustained  quality  of  life.  The  covenant  demanded  ethical 
qualities  which  are  identified  as  loyalty.  It  was  this  sense 
of  loyalty  that  was  always  the  basis  of  covenant  relation- 
ships, In  hesedh  is  involved  a mutual  obligation  between 
contracting  parties  plus  a tie  of  deep  affection, 

b.  The  Use  of  the  term  Hesedh, 

We  may  distinguish  three  uses  of  the  word 
hesedh  in  the  Old  Testament,  (1)  There  are  many  instances 
in  which  it  is  used  of  God' g condescension  to  the  needs  of 

1,  Robinson,  G,L,,  The  Twelve  Minor  Prophets,  p,  27, 

2,  Ottley,  R,L,,  The  Religion  of  Israel,  p,  29,  H^n  has  the 
general  connotation  of  favor**  when  used  in  making  a re- 
quest, It  seems  to  have  the  same  meaning  of  "please”  in 

an  elaborate  way.  It  is  rarely  used^in  speaking  of  God  ^ 
and  has  little  or  no  religious  significance.  No  covenant 
idea  is  implied. 
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man.  (2)  The  word  is  used  to  show  Israel’s  affection  for 

Jehovah,  (3)  Hesedh  is  also  used  of  men  in  their  relations 

I 

to  each  other.  All  three  usages  are  found  in  Hosea,  The 

covenant  is  a three  way  affair  and  involves  mutual  loyalty 

2 

and  affection  between  Jehovah  and  Israel,  between  Israel 
3 4 

and  Jehovah,  and  between  Israelite  and  Israelite, 

5 

The  term  hesedh  in  Hosea  is  used  six  times:  2:19; 

4:1;  6:4;  6:6;  10:12;  12:6,  It  is  also  interesting  to  note 

6 

that  it  is  used  but  once  in  the  prophets  outside  of  Hosea, 

Jehovah’s  hesedh  for  Israel  is  mentioned  specially  but  once 
1~~ 

in  Hosea,  where  it  is  one  of  His  bridal  gifts  to  His  people, 

’’but  the  thought  of  Jehovah’s  love  for  the  nation  runs 

8 

through  the  whole  book,"  In  the  other  passages  in  which 
hesedh  occurs  it  is  impossible  to  distinguish  between  Israel’s 
love  for  Jehovah  and  that  kindness  tov/ards  their  fellow 
Israelites  which  Jehovah’s  people  ought  to  show.  Clearly 
it  is  the  former  in  6:4,  because  the  context  requires  this 
meaning,  and  the  same  is  probably  true  of  6:6,  where  hesedh 
is  parallel  to  "the  knowledge  of  God"  and  both  are  pronounced 
to  be  more  acceptable  than  sacrifices  and  burnt  offerings, 

"In.  fact,  there  is  no  passage  in  which  the  word  cannot  mean 

1,  Brown,  S,L.,  ^e  Book  of  Hpsea,  p,  47-48, 

2,  Hosea  6:7;  SiT~, 

3,  Hosea  4:1, 

4,  Hosea  6:4, 

5,  Robinson,  G,L.,  The  Twelve  Minor  Prophets,  p,  27, 

6,  Jeremiah  2:2, 

7,  Hosea  2:19, 

8,  Brown,  S.L,,  The  Bock  of  Hosea,  p,  48, 
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love  for  God,  though  kindness  towards  one’s  fellow  suits  the 

context  better  in  4:1  and  12:6,  The  explanation  of  this 

ainbiguity  is  that  it  is  inherent  in  the  meaning  which  Hosea 

attaches  to  the  word,  ’’/Vhen  he  uses  hesedh  he  always  means 

love  for  God,  but  he  knows  no  love  for  God  which  does  not 

show  itself  in  love  for  one’s  fellowmen;  nor  does  he  know 

1 

any  love  for  man  v/hich  is  not  inspired  by  love  for  God," 
"Jehovah  and  Israel  form,  as  it  were,  one  community, 
and  hesedh  is  the  bond  by  which  the  whole  community  is  knit 
together.  It  is  not  necessary  to  distinguish  Jehovah’s  hesedh 
to  Israel  which  we  would  term  his  grace,  Israel’s  duty  of 
hesedh  to  Jehovah  which  v/e  would  call  his  piety,  and  the  re- 
lation of  hesedh  between  man  and  man  which  embraces  the  duties 
of  love  and  mutual  consideration.  To  the  Hebrew  mind  these 
three  are  esentially  one,  and  all  are  comprised  in  the  same 
covenant.  Loyalty  and  kindness  between  man  and  man  are  not 
duties  inferred  from  Israel’s  relation  to  Jehovah,  they  are 
parts  of  that  relation;  love  to  Jehovah  and  love  to  one’s 
brethren  in  Jehovah’s  house  are  identical,  (Compare  4:1  with  ' 
6:4,6),  To  Hosea,  as  to  Amos,  justice  and  the  obligations 
of  civil  righteousness  are  still  the  chief  sphere  within 

which  the  right  knowledge  of  Jehovsdi  and  due  regard  to  His 

2 

covenant  are  tested," 


1,  Ibid.,  p.  49. 

2,  Smith,  W.R.,  The  Prophets  of  Israel,  p,  162 
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However,  Dr,  Brown  says  that  "if  this  interpretation 
of  Dr.  Smith's  is  correct,  kindness  will  be  found  to  be  as  in- 
adequate as  mercy  as  a rendering  of  hesedh.  Piety,  in  the 
comprehensive  sense  of  the  Latin  pietas , is  the  only  word 
which  seems  suitable  as  a translation  when  the  word  may  in- 
clude both  love  for  God  and  love  for  one's  fellow,  but  it, 

does  not  seem  possible  to  find  a better  rendering  than  loving- 

1 

kindness  to  express  God's  love  for  man,"  This  gives  us  the 
basic  idea  which  underlies  Hosea's  message  of  mercy. 


1,  Brown,  S.L.,  The  Book  of  Hosea,  p,  49, 


1 


W . T 


iCl 


fc-  --  • . - . ■-  ■-■  -.  — ■■  .. 

no U s.i’d'Tqi" :tni  11^  sy.bp  £VKont.  ,‘tG  ,^GV^r^v*oH 

- il  ea  cyi  bcmo'i  ert  tiiw  e?.BnDnJ'jl  ^<Joo'f‘xoo  ei  lo 

ailcf  ni.  , . eaeri  lo  lariJi'i-abn©'!  a a«  bj?  ‘-ii^rpobB 

iq  aiJsd  lo  etnee  v ; 'sn'=  *^enqir:oo 

-ni  {xj-ni  baow  arid"  narfr  ;'oid  alann'td-  b zb  9 1'i nd” ino  “mseB  rfoluw 

djt  iuc  ^woXIg;:  8’eiiv  •lol  ovol  Jbna  co€  nol  evol  :{iod  9^:/Io 

ojend  ;^aX*i95fi9'i  *t©;dd-Yd  js  bnll  od  alolcRoq  /iSOOb  don  aeob 
I 

^ -Id  8Ji  sovIy  sXifT  ”,nam  lol  gv  ;I  BBfi'iqxs  od-  p^err^rridl 

ajrf.ASfiaio  e’jseeo^  soflio  n/'  doi  .v.  eoX  X otBad 


85 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

D,  Their  Concepts  of  Righteousness  and  Justice, 

1,  Ajnos, 

a,  A Cry  for  Righteousness  and  Justice, 

The  characteristic  words  used  by  Amos  are 
cedhaqah  (.iustice)  and  mishpat  (righteousness),  Amos  came 
forth  as  the  apostle  of  righteousness  and  the  champion  of 
justice.  His  moral  nature  is  moved  by  the  spectacle  of  out- 
raged right,  and  he  does  not  unbend  in  affection  or  sympathy, 
^t  will  be  remembered  that  the  social  and  economic  conditions 
of  his  day  warranted  Amos’  cry.  Wealth  abounded;  and  those 
who  possessed  it  lived  in  self-indulgence  and  luxury.  They 
had  winter  and  summer  homes  (3:15)  built  of  hewn  stone  (5:11), 
and  panelled  v/ith  ivory  (3:15),  They  feasted  upon  delicacies, 
were  annointed  with  rich  perfumes,  drank  "wine  in  bowls", 
and  listened  to  strains  of  varied  music  (6:4-6),  and  revelry 
was  often  to  be  heard  (6:7,8,11),  Because  of  this,  unbroken 
prosperity,  moral  deterioration  was  rampant.  Wealth  was 
wrung  by  injustice  and  oppression  from  the  hard-worked,  poor 
cultivators  of  the  soil  who  lived  penuriously,  and  had  as 
much  as  they  could  do  to  keep  body  and  soul  together.  The 
book  of  Amos  is  full  of  allusions  to  the  sufferings  inflicted 
upon  the  poor  by  the  hard-hearted  aristocracy,  by  remorseless 
creditors,  by  avaricious  and  dishonest  traders,  by  venal 
judges.  Justice  was  sold  to  the  highest  bidder;  for  the  sake 
of  some  trifling  article,  the  value  of  which  he  could  not 
pay,  the  debtor  was  sold  into  slavery.  The  sufferings  and 
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misfortunes  of  the  poor  were  viewed  with  complacency  (2:6-8) 
and  the  palaces  of  the  nobles  were  stored  with  gains  of 
violence  and  robbery  (3:9-10),  Justice  was  injustice  as  the 
claims  of  the  poor  and  innocent  were  listened  to  with  im- 
patience, Bribes  and  presents  were  demanded  by  the  courts 
(5:7,10-12;  6:12),  The  merchants  longed  for  the  time  when 
the  sabbath  would  be  past,  in  order  that  they  might  resume 
their  dishonest  practices  and  make  fresh  profits  out  of  the 
helplessness  of  the  poor  (8:4-6),  Into  this  kind  of  a social 
order  Amos  hurled  his  message  of  righteousness  and  justice 
with  burning  words  of  denunciations, 

b.  The  Divine  Demand. 

Over  against  the  corruptions  of  the  age 
Amos  proclaims  the  justice  and  righteousness  of  Jehovah  and 
the  divine  claim,  of  morality  upon  the  individual  and  the 
state.  The  conception  of  Jehovah  which  Amos  entertains  is 
that  of  a god  of  justice.  Righteousness  is  a vital  element 
in  Jehovah’s  character,  and  He  not  only  demands  it  from  those 
who  profess  to  be  his  followers,  but  he  also  enforces  the 
deirtand.  Because  Jehovah  is  righteous  and  just  He  demands 
of  His  people  honesty,  fair  dealing,  integrity,  purity,  and 
humanity  toward  all  men.  Hammurabi,  King  of  Babylon,  c 2100 
B.C,,  had  been  a promoter  of  civic  justice  but  Amos  considered 

oppression  and  injustice  as  breaches  of  the  law.  It  was  sin 
against  a righteous  God,  Amos  built  upon  Moses  who  taught 
that  righteousness  and  justice  was  a part  of  the  true  worship 
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of  Jehovah,  Nathan  denounced  the  King  for  the  sin  of  robbery, 
2 

and  Elijah  the  unjust  treatment  of  Naboth,  Although  Amos 

was  not  the  first  to  preach  ethical  religion,  he  was  in  the 

language  of  forcefulness,  the  first  to  lay  stress  on  this 

requirement.  In  striking  this  note  so  decisively,  Amos  led 

prophecy  into  a new  path:  he  became  "the  founder  of  a new 

3 

phase  of  prophecy,"  through  which  the  religion  of  Israel  was 
raised  far  beyond  its  national  limitations,  and  became  the 
common  Inspiration  of  mankind. 

That  Amos*  favorite  theme  is  justice  and  righteousness 
can  be  readily  seen  from  the  following  passage:  "Ye  who  turn 

'justice  to  wormv/ood  and  cast  righteousness  down  to  earth" 

(5:7),  "For  insight  and  force  there  is  nothing  to  surpass 
this  in  the  whole  of  Amos;  it  is  the  tersest  and  finest  ex- 
pression of  his  faith  in  the  inexorableness  of  physical  and 
4 

moral  law,"  Instead  of  rendering  justice  they  had  poisoned 

justice  at  its  source  and  let  a foul  stream  of  wrong  run 
through  society.  For  righteousness  they  had  substituted 
violence  and  oppression,  Amos  Insists  that  righteousness  and 
justice  be  exhibited  in  all  commercial  dealings  (8:5-6),  and 
in  the  execution  of  social  obligations  generally,  Amos  is 
teaching  also  that  righteousness  implies  more  than  seeking 
God  by  external  religious  observance,  while  they  imagine  that 
they  are  drawing  near  Him  (5:2),  For  the  prophet  declares, 

1,  II  Samuel  9:27b;  12:15a, 

2,  I Kings  21:17-24, 

3,  Gordon,  A,R,,  The  Prophet  of  the  Old  Testament,  p,  59, 

4^  McFadyen.,-  J,E,.  A Cry  for  Juatice,  p,  R4, 
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God  desires  moral  virtues  such  as  indeed  Amos  is  upholding 
(5:5,6),  Social  righteousness  is  not  a substitute  for,  but 
an  expression  of,  religion.  Amos  is  calling  their  attention 
to  the  superiority  of  ethics  over  empty  ritual.  In  other 
words,  it  was  an  expression  of  their  religion  and  the  thing 
Jehovah  desires.  Instead  of  these  principles  being  something 
good  and  helpful  to  Israel  they  are  bitter  and  injurious-- 
’’wormwood”  or  perverted  justice  (6:12,13),  Amos  explains 
the  necessity  for  justice.  Perversion  of  justice  into  poison 
(gall)  is  as  unnatural  as  to  make  horses  run  upon  the  crags 
and  oxen  plow  the  sea  (6:12),  The  prophet  goes  so  far  as  to 
imply  that  righteousness  is  more  permanent  than  man.  Even 
if  it  meant  Jehovah’s  people  should  be  annihilated,  right- 
eousness must  be  vindicated  (8:2,3),  However,  the  verse  that 
sums  up  Jehovah’s  righteousness  and  justice  is  "But  let 

justice  roll  down  as  waters  and  righteousness  as  a mighty 
1 

stream,"  That  is,  righteousness  and  not  ritual  is  what 
Jehovah  wants.  The  meaning  is  not  that  Jehovah  will.,  send 
judgment  as  an  overv/helming  stream,  but  that  Jehovah  wants 
right  living  and  social  justice.  By  a mighty  stream  is  meant 
a perennial  or  everfl owing  stream.  The  stream  was  a rushing 
torrent  in  rainy  seasons  but  in  the  summer  it  was  reduced  to 
a trickling  rivulet.  In  contrast  with  such  torrents  the 
righteousness  of  Jehovah  is  like  a stream  whose  waters  never 
fail.  Because  of  the  lack  of  righteousness  and  social  justice 
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impending  doom  is  near,  Amos  thought  of  God  as  terrible  and 

stern,  "The  grace  of  Jehovah’s  coimtenance  was  veiled  from 
1 

him,"  The  austere  moralist  had  little  sympathy  with  the 
love  that  blotted  out  iniauity;  he  knew  'little  of  the  kind- 
ness in  God’s  justice  which  He  desires  His  children  to  see. 

It  matters  not  how  bracing  to  the  conscience  the  preaching 
of  morality  may  be,  it  can  never  produce  the  finest  trait  of 
human  character,  v;hich  is  the  image  of  the  Divine,  However, 
Amos  laid  down  the  truth  that  justice  between  man  and  man 
is  one  of  the  divine  foundations  of  society, 

2,  Ho sea. 

a.  Social  and  Commercial  Injustices  are  not 

Condoned, 

The  prophet  of  leal  love  has  little  to 
say  about  righteousness  and  justice.  It  may  have  been  that 
the  social  and  economic  conditions  had  grown  so  much  worse 
in  his  day  that  it  was  impossible  to  dvfell  on  details,  and 
that  the  fact  of  the  nation's  disintegration  was  responsible 
for  his  comparative  silence.  Hosea,  to  be  sure,  was  not  blind 
to  "man’s  inhumanity  to  man";  but  his  teaching  is  not  dis- 
tinctively and  prevailingly  social.  Hence,  little  reference 
is  made  to  the  social  and  commercial  iniquities  of  his  day 
which  existed.  In  his  enumeration  of  the  shortcomings  of 

Israel  in  the  ethical  sphere,  he  never  once  mentions  specif- 
ically the  poor  and  their  sufferings.  In  referring  to  the 


Gordon,  A-R..  The  Prophets  of  the  Old  Testament,  p.  59 


Book  of  Hosea  there  are  several  passages  in  which  the  prophet 
could,  have  easily  denounced  the  deplorable  conditions  which 
existed  under  the  reign  of  Jeroboam  II,  such  as,  luxury  and 
self  indulgence,  dishonesty  in  business,  and  injustice  in  the 
courts,  but  he  has  little  to  say.  However,  Hosea  does  imply 
occasionally  the  oppression  of  the  poor.  He  denounces 
those  "that  remove  the  landmark"  (5;10) , and  those  also  who 
oppress  by  means  of  "balances  of  decei t" . ( 12: 7) , Of  Ephraim, 
who  boasts  that  he  has  become  rich,  he  says,  "All  his  gains 
will  not  suffice  for  the  iniquity  which  he  has  committed" 
(12:8),  But  this  special  evil  is  not  prominent  in  his  proph- 
ecies, What  we  find  in  them  is  a general  relaxing  of  the 
moral  bonds, 

b , His  Attitude  toward  the  Rights  of  Jehovah, 

It  is  sufficiently  clear  that  there  were 
social  and  economic  sins.  Robbery  and  murder  seem  to  have 
been  common  (4:2;  6:9;  7:1),  Fornication  was  also  rife. 

The  prophet  refers  to  it  again  and  again,  and  makes  some  sig- 
nificant observations  concerning  it  (4:2,10,11-14;  6:10;  7:4; 
9:10),  There  was  a general  corruption  of  society.  All 
classes  were  involved  in  it.  The  priests  and  nobles,  it  is 
true,  were  singled  out  for  special  castigation,  but  they  were 
condemned,  not  so  much  because  they  had  wronged  the  poor  as 
because  they  had  led  the  people  astray,  "There  is',’  says  the 
prophet,  "no  truth,  nor  goodness,  nor  knowledge  of  God  in 
the  land.  There  is  nought  but  swearing  and  lying,  and  killing. 
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smd  stealing,  and  committing  adul tery"( 4: 1-2 ) , Hosea's 
failure  to  denounce  these  conditions  was  also  probably  due 
largely  to  the  fact  that  his  whole  being  was  absorbed  in  the 
theme  of  Israel’s  attitude  toward  Jehovah,  His  fundamental 
note  is  that  Israel  should  be  loyal  to  Jekovah  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  other  gods,  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  he  has 
chosen  her  as  his  own  people  from  among  the  peoples  of  the 
earth,  Hosea  is  not  indifferent  to  the  sins  of  Israel,  but 
he  is  more  concerned  about  tracing  them  to  their  source-- 
ignorance  of  Jehovah  resulting  in  false  worship--than  about 
describing  them  in  detail.  The  prophet  is  more  interested 
in  the  rights  of  Jehovah  and  man's  inward  relation  to  Him 
than  he  is  in  the  rights  of  man. 
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E,  Their  Ooncepts  of  Salvation. 

1 . Amos . 

a.  Israel’s  Call  to  Repentance. 

"The  mission  of  the  prophet  Amos  as  a 

I 

i whole,"  says  Principal  Robinson,  "implies  a call  to  repent- 

; 1 

ance,"  Amos  received  five  visions  which  had  a distinct 

I bearing  on  his  preaching  of  repentance.  These  visions  led 

him  to  believe  he  was  destined  to  be  God’s  servant  to  call 

his  contemporaries  to  righteousness.  Taking  such  visions  as 

locusts,  drought,  the  plummet  and  the  basket  of  summer  fruit 

as  an  essential  unity,  it  can  be  argued  that  it  was  through 

2 

their  message  of  doom  that  Amos  the  shepherd  was  called  or 
3 

taken  to  be  a prophet, 

Amos  assumes  that  (a)  the  nation  overshadows  the  indi- 
vidual, It  was  through  the  sanctuaries  in  the  land  of  Israel 
that  the  individual  entered  into  fellowship  with  Jehovah, 

Only  in  Canaan,  therefore,  could  be  led  a life  of  full  com- 
munion with  God,  To  him  every  land  was  an  unclean  land  (7:7) 
and  life  in  that  land  had  no  sanctity.  Exile  was  the  blotting 

1 

' out  of  all  his  highest  hopes  and  the  annihilation  of  all  that 
, had  given  sacredness  to  life,  (b)  That  Jehovah  would  assert 
his  supremacy  over  all  the  nations  of  the  world.  In  the 
I ruin  and  tumult  of  "Jehovah’s  Day"  it  would  be  a day  of  light 
(5:18)  and  evil  would  not  befall  them  but  would  overtake  other 

1,  Robinson,  H.W, , Abingdon  Bible  Commentary,  p,  780, 

2,  Amos  3:8, 

3,  Amos  7:15. 


peoples  (9:10;  6:3),  (c)  Israel  and  the  heathen  are  repre- 

sented as  possessing  a knowledge  of  the  difference  between 
right  and  wrong.  "He  probably  regarded  it,  like  the  notion 
of  cause  and  effect  (3:3ff),  as  a natural  endowment,  which 
in  the  case  of  the  Hebrews  had  been  supplemented  by  special 
revelation.  He  does  not  deny  the  universality  of  the  faculty 

when  he  declares  that  Israel  knows  not  how  to  do  right 
1 

1 (3:10),"  He  would  not  hold  them  responsible  for  not  having 

I anything  that  they  had  not  received,  ^iVhat  he  means  is  that 

i 

I 

j having  been  endowed  with  the  ability  to  distinguish  between 
right  and  wrong,  they  have  ceased  to  exercise  it,  and  thus 
reduced  themselves  to  a condition  in  Jehovah’s  sight  inferior 
to  that  of  the  Philistines  and  Egyptians  who  are  summoned  to 
act  as  their  judges  (3:9),  hence,  the  severity  of  the  sen- 
tence pronounced  against  them,  (d)  "Moral  freedom  is  also 

Implied  in  every  accusation  brought  and  every  sentence  pro- 
2 

nounced,"  It  is  taught  that  Israel  indulges  in  uncleanness, 
for  the  sake  of  profaning-- that  is,  although  they  know  that 
in  so  doing  they  profane,  the  holy  name  of  their  God  (2:7); 
for  there  would  be  no  reproach  in  the  statement,  "Yet  ye  re- 
turned not  unto  me,"  if  Jehovah  himself  were  responsible  for 
the  result.  Finally,  the  exhortations  become  mockery  unless 
freedom  to  yield  to  them  be  presupposed,  "With  Amos  the  free- 
dom of  the  will  may  survive  when  the  capacity  for  moral  dis- 

1,  Mitchell,  H.G,,  Amos,  p,  194-195, 

2,  Ibid. , p,  195, 
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tlnctions  has  practically  perished;  for  those  who  know  not 

how  to  do  right  are  the  very  persons  whom  he  exhorts  to  hate 

1 

evil  and  love  good,  that  they  may  live"  (5:10,15), 

b.  Gall  to  True  Worship  is  a Call  to  Repentance, 
Amos'  idea  of  religion  may  be  s\mimed  up 
in  one  phrase--a  returning  to  God,  And  that  is  precisely 
what  popular  religion  failed  to  understand.  There  was  no  de- 
cay of  religion  in  Amos'  day.  The  places  of  worship  were 
thronged  by  devout  and  enthusiastic  pilgrims.  Religion  meant 
the  correct  performance  of  ritual.  Every  stage  of  life  had 
j its  appropriate  stage  of  hallowing,  every  sin  its  proper 
j sacrifice,  and  the  important  thing  was  to  attend  these  ser- 

I 

I vices  and  offer  these  sacrifices.  The  priests  probably  in- 
culcated a kind  of  morality,  but  they  did  not  put  righteous- 
ness first.  The  priests  could  not  adjust  the  balance  between 
ritual  and  righteousness  and  the  result  was  seen  in  the  pop- 
ular idea  that  the  service  of  God  consisted  of  blessings, 
tithes,  sacrifices,  repetition  of  prayers  and  sacred  symbols, 
Amos  denounced  these  things,  Amos  suggested  that  such  a con- 
ception of  religion  keeps  them  from  Him;  for  it  encourages 
the  illusion  that  men  and  women  cannot  possibly  be  far  from 
Jehovah  if  only  they  persevere  in  these  ways.  Thus,  they  are 
blinded  and  cannot  hear  when  Jehovah  calls.  He  is  trying  to 
say,  "Your  religion  is  rotten  to  the  core:  and  your  worship 

is  very  wickedness,"  Amos  singles  out  not  only  the  bad  things 

1,  Ibid,,  p,  195, 


:■  v.'on;4  c '’C'l  : y 1 - t-1 

Racf.'r^q  ' J-  •'  ■'-‘i  - 

n 


O bC'IO.  ;X.' 

r 


■>  r. 


. (.a.L,  ' ;o)  .-sr  t 

•-  > ■ ■'■  i'’  ’ if  'd  1.  O ' ’ A'l’ 0('-  OX/‘T  i •■•  , 

;•;■  ■■  C .\o  j‘  ' s.  lo  -'''i 


ot  V/C'/f 


•11.  or: 


o i ■•  i . • ‘ • Lx'qf’  ' 


» r ' r ft  - ^ I'lO’T  qo  voo 


- ■■  "••  . . j / . •fo.'jo'trict 
-, ' ■■ ‘ J : ■ f"  -f " 0 0 o rtt 


•'t-f  yo'i-c:  -•  * -•. 


r3!  r:Ji. 

1‘.  nsr 


^ - -..  ■;.  -■•'■■*  a S'j 

-V  ■:  ...  •..!:»  * n-  . . . ■ 

- ■■}  , If  cctr  tiy  •■■!  . 'd  ,'.r  ■ j' 

-p.LV>e;;...a'j  rofi  fib  /r  .*■■  , • J J Ii.*ro.u  -• 

-oi.>Al  -;a  - 10  • r r -r-i-i  ; crC.  • 


I’rl 


, .r.o 


' .-:  ? H'f:  .' 1.  2 ''. 


. -.0  D'  i.-'-'I'i  Oft.'.  L 


,r  Ao  .-9:»:-  .isnoo  : .3^':  -i  o 

, -•  Lofirry  -■•-  -:-i.  -r.o  - 

- ^ fiOi  r ‘ -.'-oe  • 

80'uvif  oon--''  >T  i 'i.'i  ; ifilR  ..o^:  r 


O iV" 


C'  -• 


I-,, 


. Tf 


,’  -r  ^ 

"OniA 


oi  ii‘3-1.  '\c 


*’  .'I  y.ifiSo"  -onnco  nf-  -•■'«'  -os  ^ Lff 


:;2Vo 


rc'.  . c o.  y • : % v*^- 3f  T ■'''■erJA  vfrro 

• ^ - [*■•**■  • - - - 

1 . f ■ r 1*  t . - r - T r.-.  « • i *'  i-  J ^ 

r.;;  zl  e ; i-  .•:  ■■•  c.....  . 

, • . . „•  ..  .,-.7-  • rip  • O'j  r.'-'.  ^ C‘,  : O .t  Xs ‘i  ■- ’JO  ^ ' CP- 

g-  ('I  I I ..;.  J r .ii  V Xno  ion  "inc  p.^I.'  ;:t?  n.omA  >:r  '"tov  el 


but  the  good  things  of  religion  in  his  derision.  "Tithe  is 

transgression,  sacrifice  is  sin"  (4:4),  Further,  Amos  is 

saying,  "If  that  is  your  idea  of  religion,  then  God  will  have 

none  of  it  and  the  more  you  multiply  your  services,  the  more 

you  will  displease  the  very  God  whom  you  are  seeking  to 

please."  Thus,  the  call  to  true  worship  becomes  in  effect 

a call  to  repentance.  With  offerings  in  their  hands  all 

Israel  "seeks"  the  sanctuaries,  but  Jehovah  meets  this  with 

the  words,  "Seek  ye  me". 

c.  How  Jehovah  is  to  be  Sought, 

"The  problem  which  Amos  was  grappling 

with  is  the  problem  with  which  religion  is  grappling  through 

all  the  ages  of  human  history--the  problem  of  life  and  death, 

1 

the  problem  of  salvation," 

The  special  duty  of  Israel  is  to  seek  Jehovah,  Hence, 
the  only  way  to  avoid  destruction  was  a complete  change  of 
conduct,  by  putting  humanity  in  the  place  of  inhumanity,  and 
justice  in  the  place  of  injustice,  Amos  exhorts  Israel  to 
"Seek  Jehovah,  and  ye  shall  live,"  and  "Seek  good  and  not 
evil,  that  ye  may  live"  (5;6,14),  These  two  exhortations  are 
synonymous,  Jehovah  is  not  to  be  sought  at  Bethel  or  any 
shrine  to  which  Israel  is  devoted  (5:5),  but  in  righteous 
conduct,  especially  toward  the  lowly  and  unfortunate  (5:14, 24)^ 
and  they  shall  live  and  escape  present  danger,  Amos  insists 
that  only  those  who  "seek  good"  can  claim  the  favor  of  Jehovah 

1,  Knudson,  A.C.,  Beacon  Lights  of  prophecy,  p,  70,71. 
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whose  lives  reflect  the  righteousness  of  their  God,  Thus, 

Amos  identifies  religion  with  the  moral  law.  To  seek  Jehovah 
is  to  seek  the  good  and  not  the  evil.  There  is  no  other  way 
of  entering  into  fellowship  with  him,  Amos  lays  down  the 
fundamental  truth  of  all  religion  and  is  the  prophet  of  moral 
law.  Repentance  will  show  itself  in  reformation  of  morals 
(5:7,10-12,24) o Perhaps  in  Amos’  simple  theology,  morality 
was  repentance  (5:14),  IVhat  Jehovah  requires  then  of  Israel 
is  to  seek  Him  in  the  practice  of  civil  righteousness,  a 
doing  of  judgment  and  justice,  or  there  is  no  acceptance 
before  Jehovah,  Prosperity  and  life  are  promised  (5:4)  to 
those  who  meet  this  demand,  while  all  disaster  is  due  to  the 
wrath  of  Jehovah  against  those  who  fall  short  of  this  re- 
quirement (3:6), 

2,  go sea, 

a.  The  Nature  of  Repentance, 

Following  the  pungent  denunciations  of 
the  social  and  religious  sins  of  the  day  comes  the  call  of 
divine  love  bidding  man  to  repent  of  his  evil  doing,  Hosea 
had  such  a wonderful  conception  of  repentance  that  G,  A.  anith 
comments,  "He  may  be  accurately  styled  the  first  preacher  of 
repentance,  yet  so  thoroughly  did  he  deal  with  this  subject 
of  eternal  interest  to  the  human  heart,  that  between  him  and 
ourselves  almost  no  teacher  has  increased  the  insight  with 
which  it  has  been  examined,  or  the  passion  with  which  it  ought 
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to  be  enforced," 

Repentance,  for  Hosea,  was  a change  of  knowledge.  Sin 
which  is  disloyalty  was  due  to  the  lack  of  knowledge  of  Je- 
hovah, It  is  not  difficult  to  grasp  Hosea’ s idea  of  repent- 
ance when  we  understand  v;hat  is  implied  in  the  knov/ledge  of 
Jehovah,  The  Hebrew  word  yadha  is  used  for  knowledge  and 
it  may  mean  "to  understand",  "to  experience",  "to  perceive", 
"to  conceive",  "to  be  aware  of".  There  is  present  not  only 
an  intellectual  grasp  of  the  object  involved  but  the  emotional 
quality  which  moves  to  action  toward  that  situation.  Thus, 
repentance  for  Hosea  was  a change  of  knowledge.  It  meant 
not  only  an  intellectual  conception  of  what  Jehovah  was, 
but  also  the  emotional  quality  of  caring  for  Him  and  direct- 
ing one’s  life  in  terms  of  Jehovah’s  requirements.  Hence, 
it  was  a forsaking  and  change  from  Baalim  worship  to  that  of 
Jehovah. 

Hosea’ s idea  of  repentance  has  a dual  meaning.  It  is 

not  only  a turning  but  a returning  to  Jehovah  whom  they  have 

2 3 

not  only  forgotten  but  from  v/homi  they  have  v/andered  away  . 

The  Hebrew  word  shubh , used  for  returning,  means  return 

whether  the  idea  of  repentance  is  involved  or  not,  as  in 

7:10,  "Yet  they  have  not  returned  unto  Jehovah  their  God," 

and  in  7:16,  "They  return  but  not  to  him  that  is  on  high," 

However,  in  8:13  Jehovah  refuses  to  accept  their  sacrifices 


1,  Smith,  G.A.,  The  Twelve  Prophets,  p,  333 

2,  Hosea  13:6, 

3,  Hosea  7:13. 
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and  offerings  and  they  shall  return  to  Egypt,  In  9:3  Jehovah 

declares  that  Ephraim  shall  not  dwell  in  his  land  but  "return 

to  Egypt"  and  eat  the  unclean  food  of  the  Assyrians,  In 

11:5  he  declares  the  Assyrians  shall  be  their  King  because 

they  refused  to  return  unto  Him,  G,  A,  Snith  comments  here 

that  the  word  means  not  only  "to  turn,"  but  "to  turn  around," 

1 

or  "turn  back  home,"  Hosea,  desiring  to  make  Israel  under- 
stand, uses  the  implied  meaning  of  repentance  in  relation 
with  the  name  Jehovah,  or  refers  to  him  as  Israel's  God, 

The  prophet  gives  some  examples  of  these.  In  6:1  he  says, 
"Come,  let  us  return  unto  Jehovah,"  or  in  14:2  "return  unto 

I 

i Jehovah:  say  unto  him.  Take  away  all  iniquity,  and  accept 

I 

i that  which  is  good,"  References  of  the  latter  are  found  in 

! 

I 7:10,  "Yet  have  they  not  returned  unto  Jehovah  their  God," 

I in  5:4,  "Their  doings  will  not  suffer  them  to  turn  unto  their 

I God,  , , and  they  know  not  Jehovah," 

b.  The  Condition  of  Pardon, 

Repentance  then  to  Hosea  is  not  only  a 
turning  but  a returning  to  Jehovah,  Israel  v/as  a chosen 
people  and  Jehovah  had  made  a covenant  with  them,  calling 
Israel  "sons  of  the  living  God,"  (1:10),  Jehovah  was  Israel's 
God  who  not  only  brought  them  up  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt 
(12:9),  but  called  Israel  his  child  (11:1),  Then,  too, 

Jehovah  had  revealed  himself  to  the  nation,  Israel,  "by 
the  prophets,  . , my  judgments  are  as  the  light  that  goeth 


1,  Smith,  G,A,,  Twelve  Prophets,  p,  555-556 


j forth,"  (6:5),  "l  have  also  spoken  unto  the  prophets  and  I 

I have  multiplied  visions"  (12:10),  ' Israel  was  spoken  of  as 

! 

i Jehovah's  wife  which  he  would  alluie  and  bring  back  into  the 
wilderness,  and  speak  comfortably  to  her  (2:14),  Because  of 
a lack  of  knowledge  the  nation  Israel  did  not  see  that  Je- 
hovah was  loving,  merciful,  righteous,  and  faithful.  Thus, 
Israel  was  nbt  only  disloyal  but  immoral,  and  must  repent  by 
recognizing  Jehovah  as  God,  This  would  mean  a change  of 
loyalties  and  entering  into  the  hesedh  covenant, 

Israel's  failure  of  repentance,  as  has  been  indicated, 
was  a lack  of  knowledge  of  Jehovah,  Therefore,  she  did  not 
have  a proper  conception  of  true  repentance.  Let  us  look 
at  some  of  the  prevailing  practices.  They  ignored  the'  law, 

"l  wrote  for  him  the  ten  thousand  things  of  my  law;  but  they 
are  counted  as  a strange  thing"  (8:12),  "They  speak  vain 
words,  swearing  falsely  in  making  covenants"  (10:4),  "Law 
made  of  no  account"  (4:6),  "The  land  doth  commit  great  whore- 
dom" (1:2),  "The  spirit  of  whoredom  is  within  them  and  they 
know  not  Jehovah"  (5:4),  "There  is  no  truth  nor  goodness  nor 
knowledge  of  God  in  the  land"  (4:1),  "Israel  hath  behaved 
himself  stubbornly"  (4:16),  "Israel  had  multiplied  altars  for 
sinning"  (8:11),  "The  more  the  prophet  called  them  the  more 
they  went  from  them;  they  sacrificed  unto  the  Baalim  and 
burned  incense  to  graven  images"  (11:2),  "incense  was  burned 
to  Baal"  (2:13),  "Israel  offered  grain,  new  oil,  silver  and 
gold  which  they  used  for  Baal"  (2:8),  It  can  be  readily  seen 
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that  Israel  thought  that  in  the  offering  of  sacrifices  would 
be  her  restoration.  It  was  ignorance  that  kept  her  from 
Jehovah  and  she  did  not  realize  that  offerings  and  sacri- 
fices were  not  the  things  desired  by  Jehovah,  Israel  was 
double  minded  and  insincere,  Jehovah  "desired  goodness  and 
not  sacrifice;  and  the  knowledge  of  G-od  more  than  burnt  of- 
ferings"( 6: 6)  , This  was  Jehovah’s  condition  of  true  re- 

1 

pentance.  They  were  too  sure  of  Jehovah's  favor  , thinking 
they  could  bribe  him  by  sacrifices  or  exploit  his  love  by 
reminding  him  of  his  covenant.  However,  Jehovah  reminds  them 
that  their  "goodness  is  as  a morning  cloud  and  as  the  dew 
that  goeth  early  away"  (6:4),  Knowing,  too,  how  vacillating 
Israel  has  been,  Jehovah  declares,  "l  will  go  and  return  to 
my  place,  till  they  acknowledge  their  offence  and  seek  my 
face,"  It  was  Jehovah’s  desire  that  they  know  him  and  live 
the  hesedh  covenant.  Therefore,  Hosea  in  graphic  language 
pleads  Israel  to  "Sow  to  themselves  righteousness,  reap  ac- 
cording to  kindness;  break  up  your  fallow  ground"  (10:12), 
"Turn  thou  to  thy  God;  keep  kindness  and  justice  and  wait 
for  thy  G-od  continually"  (12:6),  This  means  they  must  be 
sincere  in  their  seeking  of  Jehovah,  desire  with  their  hearts 
his  law  and  repent  of  their  wrong  conduct.  But  instead  of 
doing  this,  Israel  had  "plowed  wickedness"  and  "reaped  in- 
iquity" (10:13),  Their  repentance  was  to  show  itself  in 
ways  of  righteousness,  deeds  of  mercy  and  acts  of  justice. 


1,  Hosea  6:1-3 
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1 

Hosea  in  his  closing  chapter  shows  Israel  what  repentance 
involves  on  the  human  side,  offers  them  the  remedy,  and  in- 
sists the  result  will  be  complete  healing  by  Jehovah  in  be- 
half of  Israel,  (14:4-8). 

c , The  Failure  of  Israel’s  Repentance. 

Israel’s  attitude  toward  Jehovah  made 
Hosea’ s pleading  with  them  to  return  to  Jehovah  practically 
|!  Impossible,  For  example,  "their  doings  will  not  suffer  them 

i 

I to  turn  unto  their  God"  (5:4),  "their  heart  is  divided" 

» 

i (10:2),  "they  rebel"  (7:14),  "have  dealt  treacherously"  (5:7), 

I "devise  mischief"  (7:15),  "have  wandered  far  from  me"  (7:15), 

I 

I "have  forgotten  me"  (13:6).  Their  attitude  toward  Jehovah 

' and  their  way  of  living  kept  them  from  returning  to  Jehovah. 

I 

There  was  also  internal  decay.  "Strangers  have  devoured  his 
strength"  (7:9),  "their  root  is  dried  up"  (9:16).  Because 
Israel  refused  to  recognize  and  recover  the  knowledge  of  Je- 
hovah, she  must  suffer  discipline  in  captivity.  In  exile  she 
will  be  without  King,  Prince,  sacrifice,  pillar,  ephod  or 
teraphim  (3:4);  Jehovah  will  be  as  a moth  to  Ephraim,  and 
rottenness  to  Judah  (5:12);  they  will  be  taken  into  exile 

l 

(0:3-7);  her  children  slain  (9:16).  It  will  take  exile  and 
suffering  to  make  Israel  realize  her  lack  of  knowledge  and 
her  guilt  before  she  returns  to  Jehovah.  However,  if  Israel 
truly  repents  of  sin,  Jehovah  will  be  "as  dew  unto  Israel" 
j (14:5).  Hosea,  to  his  eternal  credit,  never  allowed  the 
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I 

4 

I 

sins  of  his  day  to  be  "inevitable  or  ultimate,  but  preached 

i 

repentance  and  pardon,  with  the  possibility  of  holiness  even 

1 

for  his  depraved  generation," 

Tlius,  "Hosea  laid  the  eternal  foundations  of  all  true 

religion.  He  has  also  given  the  clearest  and  most  vivid 

presentation  of  the  divine  necessity  of  repentance  fo\md  in 

2 

pre-exilic  literature," 


1,  anith,  G,A,,  The  Twelve  Prophets,  p,  286, 

2,  Kent,  G.F,,  Tlie  Kings  and  prophets  of  Judah  and  I srael 
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P*  Their  Cone ep is  of  the  Final  Outcome  of  Things. 

1 , Amos , 

One  of  the  quickest  and  surest  roads  to  the 
heart  of  a prophet’s  message  is  his  outlook  upon  the  future. 
The  term  commonly  used  in  theology  to  express  the  theory  of 
"the  Last  Things",  or  "the  Final  Outcome  of  Things",  is 
called  "eschatology".  The  doctrine  of  "the  Final  Outcome  of 
Things"  is  a belief  in  a supernatural  change  which  is  to  come 
about  either  in  the  distant  future  or  soon.  Strictly  speaking 
it  involves  the  end  of  the  world;  and  that  out  of  the  coming 
misery  or  chaos,  an  era  of  blessedness  will  arise.  It  must 
always  concern  a coming  age, 

a,  Amos  is  a Prophet  of  Doom, 

Amos  is  a prophet  of  Impending,  inevitable 
(or  all  but  inevitable)  doom.  He  sees  nothing  that  can  arrest 
the  doom  and  Israel  is  faced  with  annihilation.  The  prophet 
had  held  that  Jehovah  v/as  a God  of  righteousness;  he  also 
stated  that  he  could  and  would  punish  the  nations  around 
Israel  for  their  transgressions  of  the  law  of  righteousness. 

To  Israel  this  last  idea  might  indeed  be  a welcome  arrange- 
ment but  that  Jehovah  would  do  the  same  to  them,  and  on  ac- 
count of  moral  faults,  was  an  unpleasant  truth.  And  Amos 
says  that  Jehovah  not  only  is  about  to  "visit"  them  thus 
(3!2);  but  that  "the  end  is  come  upon  my  people  Israel;  I 
will  not  forgive  them,  further,"  This  was  perhaps  the  most 
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original  part  of  his  message,  Israel  as  a nation  would  be  an- 
nihilated, They  had  thought  that  they  were  necessary  to 
Jehovah,  ”His  inheritance";  but  the  teaching  of  Amos  implied  ;! 

'I 

that  God  is  content  if  righteousness  is  vindicated,  even  though 
such  vindication  should  leave  none  to  worship  Him,  Even  if  j 

some  Israelites  should  survive,  no  ore  in  Israel  will  be  able  i 

to  hold  the  belief  in  a mere  tribal  D;’eity,  Amos  breaks  up  ' 
this  dogma  for  all  time,  "in  that  Jehovah  exposes  His  people  | 

1 I 

to  annihilation,  the  idea  of  a national  God  is  dissolved."  1 

Also,  that  if  Assyria  should  conquer  Israel,  it  would  seem 
to  the  majority  of  the  people  like  a triumph  against  Israel's 
national  God,  The  escape  from  such  a conclusion  would  be 
that  Jehovah,  the  God  of  many  nations,  was  using  Assyria  as 
His  instrument, 

b , The  "Day  of  Visitation" , 

Jehovah's  "Day  of  Visitation"  takes  three 
forms,  (1)  Assyria  had  weakened  Israel's  neighbor  Aram  and 
Jehu  had  paid  tribute  to  Shalmaneser  III.  Although  the  name 
Assyria  does  not  actually  occur,  the  meaning  is  clear  enough. 

In  Chapters  1 and  2 the  nations  are  to  be  thrown  in  battle; 
and  of  the  Israelites  in  particular,  hardly  one  will  escape. 

In  Chapter  3:11,12,  "an  adversary"  is  alluded  to  obscurely; 

I 

but  the  capital  of  the  Northern  Kingdom  is  mentioned  by  name 
as  being  conquered.  In  6:14  "a  nation"  is  to  afflict  Israel 
"from  the  entering  in  of  Hamath  unto  the  brook  of  the  Arabah" , 


1.  Snlth.  G,A,.  The  Twelve  Prophets,  n.  54. 
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In  7;9  it  gives  details  as  to  the  coming  war.  The  sanctuaries 
of  Israel  will  be  devastated;  and  Jeroboam  II *s  dynasty  will 
perish  "with  the  sword".  And  worst  of  all,  the  people  will 
be  removed  from  Israelite  territory  (5:5;  6:7;  7:12;  9:4), 

They  are  to  go  into  exile  "beyond  Damascus"  (5:27),  This  is 
the  one  precise  reference  to  the  foe.  The  only  power  which 
could  take  Israel  into  exile  to  the  other  side  of  the  Aramaean 
capital  was  the  Assyrian  Empire, 

(2)  But  there  will  be  another  means  of  punishment.  In 
Israel’s  case,  the  conditions  of  the  conflict  will  lead,  as 
not  seldom  in  the  East,  to  plague  (5:16,17;  6:9,10;  8:3), 

(3)  Also,  in  the  Prophet’s  presentation  of  coming  dis- 
aster, there  are  elements  of  natural,  as  well  as  of  political 
catastrophe.  In  8:8  an  earthquake  is  foretold  in  vivid  lan- 
guage, It  is  represented  as  being  so  severe  that  the  whole 

of  Palestine  will  rise  and  sink  again  like  the  Nile  (8:8-9:5), 
According  to  4:11  there  had  been  a seismological  disturbance 
recently.  Also  in  8:9  something  of  the  nature  of  an  eclipse 
is  foreshadowed, 

c , Israel  will  not  be  Restored, 

Whatever  the  order  of  events  and  how- 
ever much  of  the  program  the  Prophet  believed  in,  destruction 
is  foretold  by  means  of  war,  pestilence  Eind  earthquake;  and 
there  is  to  be  no  escape  (9:1-4),  This  is  the  "end"  (8:2). 

The  purpose  of  the  Shepherd  leaving  his  woric  was  to  bring 
this  message  to  Israel  (7:14,15),  Yet  it  is  possible  to  be- 
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lieve  that  his  predictions  might  have  been  stultified  had  the 
people  repented.  But  it  is  doubtful  whether  he  ever  expected 
his  hearers  to  repent.  For  all  predictions  in  the  Old  Testa- 
ment, so  far  as  it  contained  a divine  element,  must  have  been 
conditional,  "Seek  the  Lord  and  ye  shall  live,"  cried  Amos, 
as  it  were,  giving  the  people  a chance  to  repent  (5;5,15b) , 

"However,  the  mainspring  of  Amos'  impulse  was  not  a hope  of 

1 

the  people's  repentance  and  reformation,"  For,  in  vision, 
he  already  had  seen  Israel  "fallen"  (5;2).  Although  a 
prophet  of  doom,  by  laying  stress  on  the  ethical  and  uni- 
versal requirements  of  Jehovah,  and  showing  that  His  relation 
to  Israel  was  morally  conditioned,  he  prepares  the  way  for  a 
translation  from  a monolotrous  to  a monotheistic  conception 

of  G-od,  Thus  Amos  became  the  founder  of  ethical  monotheism, 

2 5 

Many  scholars,  such  as  A,  C,  Knudson,  W,  R,  Smith, 

4 

and  S,  R,  Driver,  believe  that  Chapter  9:8-15,  which  contains 
four  brief  words  of  hope,  is  an  authentic  passage.  However, 
overwhelming  evidence  makes  it  impossible  to  accept  this  as 
coming  from  the  hand  of  Amos,  Rather,  it  is  an  appendix  of 
a later  age  and  added  by  a later  hand.  Because  this  passage 
is  not  authentic,  it  is  impossible  to  prove  that  Amos  saw 
in  the  future  a brighter  picture  in  case  of  repentance.  Nor 
are  we  even  reasonably  certain  that,  being  from  Judah,  he 

1,  Cripps,  R.S,,  The  Book  of  Amos,  p,  31, 

2,  Knudson,  A.,C,,  Beacon  Lights  of  Prophecy,  p,  84ff. 

3,  Smith,  W.R,,  The  Prophets  of  Israel,  p,  142, 

4,  Driver,  S.R.,"~Joel  and  Amos,  p,  124, 
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had  it  in  his  mind  that  Jehovah’s  true  religion  wo^Jild  be  con- 
tinued and  developed  by  Judah  after  the  destruction  of  Israel, 
"Probably  he  had  no  program  for  the  more  distant  future, 

only  a magnificent  trust  in  the  permanence  of  Jehovah  and 

1 

righteousness 

Amos’  message  was  one  largely  of  doom.  His  chief  sig- 
nificance does  not  lie  in  the  message  of  doom,  but  in  the 
thoroughness  with  which  he  moralized  the  conception  of  re- 
ligion, "He  recognized  no  sacramental  mysteries  as  of  any 

value  apart  from  moral  obedience,  and  he  allowed  no  place  for 

2 

caste  or  exclusiveness  or  special  privilege  in  religion," 
Religious  life  was  something  to  be  lived  out  in  the  open,  in 
the  sight  and  within  the  reach  of  all.  He  stood  for  the  en- 
thronement of  conscience  in  religion.  This  was  his  great 
achievement.  To  seek  the  good  is  to  seek  Jehovah,  and  to  seek 
Jehovah  is  to  seek  the  good. 

Here  we  must  pause  for  the  present,  reserving  any  remarks 
until  we  can  compare  them  with  the  picture  of  the  restoration 
of  Israel  set  forth  a little  later  by  his  immediate  successor. 
Ho sea. 


2,  Ho sea, 

a.  The  Inevitability  of  Judgment, 

Israel  had  forgotten  Jehovah  and  must  be  re- 
minded of  His  existence,  "into  Israel’s  insensibility  God 

1,  Cripps,  R,S,,  The  Book  of  P.  32, 

2,  Knudson,  A,C,,  (fee  beacon  LlgKts  of  Prophecy,  p,  88, 
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must  break  with  facts,  with  wounds  and  horrors  they  cannot 
1 

invade,"  Till  he  so  acts,  their  own  efforts  to  know  Him, 
"For  I desire  goodness  and  not  sacrifice;  and  the  Knowledge 
of  God  more  than  burnt  offerings"  (6:3),  and  their  protest 
that  they  do  not  know  Him,  "They  shall  cry  unto  me.  My  God, 
we  Israel  knov/  thee"  (8:2),  are  in  vain.  And,  since  this 
people  remains  unfaithful  and  refuses  to  be  reformed,  it  must 
be  punished,  Hosea  has  struggled  for  the  soul  of  his  people 
by  a merciless  exposure  of  its  sins  and  apostasy;  but,  be- 
cause he  sees  them  possessed  by  the  spirit  of  whoredom, 

"Their  doings  will  not  suffer  them  to  turn  unto  their  God; 
for  the  spirit  of  whoredom  is  within  them,  and  they  know 
not  Jehovah"  (6:4),  and  refusing  all  opportunities  of  es- 
cape, "Therefore  they  shall  be  as  the  morning  cloud,  and  as 
the  dew  that  passeth  away,  as  the  chaff  that  is  driven  with 
the  whirlwind  out  of  the  threshing  floor,  and  as  the  smoke 
out  of  the  chimney"  (13:3),  he  knows  that  the  judgment  Y/hich 
he  pronounced  in  his  early  days  as  a prophet  (Chapter  1) 
must  come,  "Their  adultery  has  turned  Jehovah's  love  into 
anger,  the  anger  of  outraged  love,  fiercer  than  the  anger  of 
outraged  justice  which  we  find  in  Amos,  en  anger  that  is  al- 
most cruel  (5:14;  13:7ff),  and  repentance  is  hid  from  His 
2 

eyes"  (13:14) , 

Judgment  is  Inevitable  and  doom  cannot  be  long  delayed. 
The  nation  is  weak,  "Israel  is  moth  eaten  and  the  house  of 


1,  Smith,  G,A,,  ^e  ^elve  Prophets,  p,  358, 
2>  Brown,  S.L«_g_^^j^_jook_oi^_JlO£ea^p,  xxviii. 
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Judah  rotten  (5:12),  she  is  sick  and  full  of  sores  (5:13), 
she  is  a cake  half  turned  (7:8),  she  is  a vessel  that  is 
worthless  (8:8),  she  is  old  and  grey -haired  (7:9),  she  is 
withered  at  the  roots  (9:16),  But  the  form  which  the  judg- 
ment will  take  varies  from  time  to  time.  The  approach  of 
Assyria, as  determining  the  form  of  Hosea‘s  threats,  should  be 
disregarded,  because,  in  his  later  prophecies,  he  mentions 
Egypt  as  well  (9:3,6;  11;5),  Hosea  is  not  concerned  in 
making  exact  predictions.  He  knows  that  Israel  will  be  over- 
thrown, and  that  it  will  be  overthrown  by  Jehovah,  The  God 
who  gave  them  the  land  was  to  cast  them  out  of  it  (9:15), 
but  he  was  not  much  interested  in  the  means  by  which  He  was 
to  cast  them  out,  Egypt  and  Assyria  were  symbols  of  Jehovah! 
chastisement,  as  they  were  symbols  of  Israel's  unfaithfulness 
and  nothing  more  than  symbols.  Apart  from  a few  announce- 
ments, such  as  that  Palestine  will  be  turned  into  a wilder- 
ness (4:3;  9:6;  10:8;  13:15),  or  that  Israel  shall  be  de- 
stroyed by  the  peoples  (7:16;  8:1;  10:10b, 13-15;  13:16),  it 
is  always  Jehovah  Himself  who  is  the  adversary  (1:5;  2:2-13; 
5:12,14;  7:12;  8:13;  9:12;  14;  10:10a;  13:7f), 

The  form  of  judgment  seems  to  vary  with  the  prophet's 
moods o For  the  doom  which  at  first  appears  vaguely  as  the 
devastation  of  the  land  and  its  places  of  worship  (2:2-13; 
4:3,19;  5:17)  appears  more  clearly  as  time  goes  on  as  de- 
struction by  a cruel  enemy  (7:16;  8:3,7;  10:13ff;  11:6), 
and  deportation  into 'a  foreign  country  (9:3,6;  11:5,11), 
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Having  lived  through  the  first  acts  of  the  tragedy  of  Samaria 
with  prophetic  vision  he  sees  the  curtain  fall  on  the  last 
and  most  horrible  act  of  all  (10j8;  13:16), 

b,  Hope  Sind  Restoration, 

Judgment  and  doom,  however,  were  not  the 
last  words  of  Hosea,  He  seems  to  have  used  the  hope  of  a 
better  future  to  lure  the  people  on  to  obedience  to  Jehovah, 
The  "hope  passages"  have  been  considered  as  authentic  for  thi 
thesis  though  many  eminent  critics  believe  they  have  been  in- 
serted by  a later  hand,  Hosea  felt,  probably  from  the  first 
(1:2-9),  that  the  judgment  was  irrevocable,  and  that  he  was 
sent  to  pronounce  not  to  avert  it;  yet  because  of  his  con- 
ception of  God  and  of  His  working  in  history,  it  seems  im- 
possible that  he  could  have  considered  the  fall  of  Samaria 
to  be  the  end  of  all  Jehovah's  interest  in  Israel,  "My 
people"  is  part  of  every  message  from  God  (4:12,  11:7), 
whether  the  word  be  actually  spoken  or  not.  He  represents 
the  relationship  between  Jehovah  and  the  nation  as  a marriage 
(1:2;  3:1),  as  a relationship  of  love,  and  as  such  he  reverts 
to  it  again  and  again,  even  in  his  later  prophecies  (9:10; 
11:1;  13:5),  Love  for  Israel  is  an  ineradicable  trait  of  the 
Divine  Being,  and  that  love  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  while 
Jehovah  can  punish,  and  even  hate  (9:15),  He  cannot  entirely 
destroy  the  people  of  His  choice  (ll;8f),  "it  is  the  know- 
ledge that  the  judgment  is  coming  from  this  God  who  cannot 
give  up  loving  Israel  that  fills  Hosea  with  hope;  for  he  is 
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convinced  that  if  His  earlier  intervention  in  history,  whereby 

He  called  the  nation  into  existence,  revealed  His  love  for 

it.  His  next  intervention  will  be  a further  manifestation  of 

1 

the  same  love,” 

The  Prophet  regarded  judgment  as  a means  to  an  end,  a 

clearing  of  the  way  for  a new  e.nd  better  Israel,  Jehovah 

will  follow  His  people  and  be  with  them  in  trials  through 

which  they  will  have  to  pass,  until  He  has  changed  their 

heart  and  regained  their  affection.  The  purpose  of  judgment 

is  to  teach  them  that  Jehovah  alone  is  the  husband  of  Israel, 

the  giver  of  those  good  things  which  in  their  blindness  she 

esteemed  the  gifts  of  the  Baalim  (2:5ff),  Taught  by  adversity 

Ephraim  shall  acknowledge  that  neither  the  alliance  of  strange 

empires,  nor  his  own  prowess,  nor  his  vain  idols  can  give 

deliverance,  ”Asshur  shall  net  save  us,  we  will  not  ride 

upon  horses,  neither  will  we  say  any  more  to  the  work  of  our 

hands.  Ye  are  our  gods;  for  in  Thee  the  fatherless  find 

mercy"  (14:3),  "And  so  at  length  all  Israel  shall  be  saved; 

but  in  this  redemption  every  feature  of  the  old  nation  has 

disappeared--its  state,  its  religion,  its  warlike  might,  its 

foreign  policy,  king  and  prince,  sacrifice  and  sanctuary, 

2 

images  and  teraphim,"  The  very  face  of  nature  is  changed; 
the  wild  beasts  of  the  field,  the  fowls  of  heaven,  the 
creeping  things  of  the  earth  are  at  peace  with  Jehovah's 


1,  Brown,  S,L,,  ^e  Book  of  Ho  sea,  p,  xxix, 

2,  Smith,  W,R,,  The  Prophets  of  Israel,  p,  189 
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people;  sword  and  battle  are  broken  out  of  the  earth  that 
they  may  lie  down  safely  (2;18) » Jehovah  alone  remains  over- 
shadowing Israel  and  Israel’s  land  with  His  infinite  com- 
passion (14:7),  And  then  the  voice  of  Ephraim  is  heard, 

”What  have  I to  do  anymore  with  idols?  I answer  and  look 
to  Him;  I am  as  a green  fir-tree,  from  me  is  Thy  fruit  found" 
(14:8) . 

"Hosea  remains  the  prophet  of  the  God  of  love;  he  pre- 
dicts doom,  not  without  a hope  that  repentance  may  lie  be- 

1 

yond  judgment,"  and  that  there  will  be  a great  future  for 
the  people.  This  will  be  seen  in  a renewal  of  the  love  re- 
lationship, broken  now  by  apostasy  (2:14-23),  in  a new  re- 
ligious experience,  one  of  prayer  and  of  intimate  communion 
with  Jehovah  (2:6f,,  15ff.,  19f,;  14:2-8), 


1,  Micklem,  N.,  Prophecy  and  Eschatology,  p,  139 


CHAPTER  V.  COMPARISON  AND  CONTRAST  OF  THE  MAJOR  RELIGIOUS 


CONCEPTS  OF  AMOS  AND  HO SEA. 

A,  Concept  of  God. 

The  God  of  Amos  and  Hosea  is  all-powerful,  but  the 
idea  of  power  occupies  no  such  place  in  Hosea’ s thought  as 
in  that  of  Amos.  Jehovah’s  creatorship  and  power  over  nature, 
as  taught  by  the  prophets,  will  be  shown  in  parallel  columns 
by  references  from  their  books. 

Amos  Hosea 

Creator 


4:13  formeth  the  mountains.  . 
createth  the  wind.  . maketh 
the  morning  darkness 

5:8  that  maketh  the  Pleiades 
and  Orion.  , maketh  the  day 
dark  with  night 


Power  over  Nature 


4:6  famine 

4:7,8  drought 
4:9  blight 


2:8,9  I gave  them  the  grain, 
oil,  wool,  flax 

4:3  beasts  shall  suffer 

6:3  the  rain  that  watereth 
the  earth 


9:2  drought 
13:15  famine 


4:10  pestilence 
4:11  invasion 
5:9  sudden  destruction 

Jehovah,  according  to  Amos,  is  all -knowing  and  all-wise. 
Hosea  has  little  to  say  in  regard  to  the  omniscience  of 


Jehovah 
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Amos 


Ho  sea 


Omniscience 


4:13  and  treadeth  on  the  high  11:9  the  Holy  One  in  the 
places  of  the  earth,  , , midst  of  thee 

Jehovah  is  his  name 

9:2-4  Though  they  dig  into 
Sheol,  thence  shall  my  hand 
take  them;  and  though  they 
climb  up  to  heaven,  thence 
will  I bring  them  down. 

And  though  they  hide  them- 
selves in  the  top  of  Carmel 
I will  search  and  take  them 
out  thence  and  though  they 
be  hid  from  my  sight  in  the 
bottom  of  the  sea,  thence  will 
I command  the  serpent  and  it 
shall  bite  them.  And  though 
they  go  into  captivity,  , , 
thence  will  I command  the 
sword  and  it  shall  slay  them. 


It  is  of  interest  to  observe  that  the  term  ’’Lord",  which 
is  one  of  Amos'  favorite  expressions,  never  occurs  in  the 
book  of  Hosea,  Another  expression  that  Amos  uses  frequently 
is  that  of  "Jehovah  of  Hosts,"  which  occurs  but  once  in 
Hosea  (12:5) , 

Jehovah  is  never  called  the  "God  of  Israel"  in  Amos,  Only 
once  in  nine  chapters  does  Amos  speak  of  "Thy  God,"  but  in 
no  happy  sense  (4:2),  He  is  the  God  of  the  whole  world  with 
power  over  the  nations,  Hosea' s God  is  a national  God  con- 
cerned especially  with  a single  nation  (3:4;  9:3;  13:4),  and 
exhibits  no  interest  outside  of  Israel,  Amos  speaks  of  Je- 
hovah as  the  soverign  of  the  world,  ruling  and  judging  the 
nations  as  well  as  His  own  people.  The  omnipresence  of  His 
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power  is  expressed  in  the  following: 


Amos 


Hosea 


Power  over 


1:3-2: 9,  Syria,  Phoenicia, 
Philistia,  Edom,  Moab,  Ammon, 
Judah,  Israel,  Amorites 

2:13-16  Israel 

6:14  Behold,  I will  raise  up 
against  you  a nation.  . and 
they  shall  afflict  you  from 
the  entrance  of  Hamath  unto  the 
brook  of  the  Arabah, 

8:7  Israel,  from  Egypt,  , , 
Philistines  from  Caphtor,  , 
Syrians  from  Kir 

9:5,6  Egypt 


Nations 


9;3  they  shall  not  dwell 
in  Jehovah's  land;  but 
Ephraim  shall  return  to 
Egypt. 


11:15  the  Assyrians  shall 
be  their  King 


IB: 16  Samaria  shall  bear 
her  guilt  because  she 
hath  rebelled  against  her 
God, 


Amos  and  Hosea  see  Jehovah  as  righteous  and  just  and 
moral.  However,  Amos  believes  Jehovah  demands  the  qualities 
not  only  from  Israel  but  from  the  surrounding  nations,  Amos 
condemns  Damascus  and  Ammon  for  inhuman  treatment;  the 
Phoenicians  and  Philistines  for  slave-trade;  Edom  for  unre- 
lenting blood-feud;  and  Moab  for  burning  their  foe.  Hosea 
is  interested  only  in  Israel  shov/ing  these  moral  qualities. 

Amos  Hosea 


Righteous 


3:1,2  Hear  this  v/ord,  , you 
only  have  I knov/n,  , there- 
fore will  I visit  upon  you  all 
your  iniquities. 


2:19  I will  betroth  thee 
unto  me  in  righteousness 
and  in  justice. 
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7:8  I will  set  a plvnnb  line  in  8:13  now  he  will  remember 
the  midst  of  my  people  Israel,  their  iniquity  and  visit 

their  sins. 

10:12  till  he  come  and  rain 
righteousness  upon  you, 

12:2  Jehovah,  , will  punish 
Jacob  according  to  his  ways; 
according  to  his  doings  will 
he  recompense  him. 

The  prophets  come  to  a sharp  contrast  when  they  picture 
the  mercy  and  love  of  Jehovah,  Amos  does  not  picture  Jehovah 
as  being  merciful  as  Hogea  does. 


Amos  Hosea 

Merciful 


4:12  and  because  I will  do 
this  unto  thee,  prepare  to 
meet  thy  God, 

! 7:8  I mdll  not  again  pass  by 
' them  any  more, 

I 8:2  the  end  is  come  upon  my 
i people  Israel, 

9:4  I v/ill  comrsind  the  sword 
and  it  shall  slay  them. 


2:19  I will  betroth  thee,  , 
in  mercies. 


2:19  I v/ill  have  mercy  upon 
her  that  had  not  obtained 
mercy. 

2:20  I will  betroth  thee  unto 
one  in  faithfulness, 

6:1  He  hath  torn,  he  will 
heal,  , he  hath  smitten  and 
he  will  bind  up, 

6:3  His  going  forth  is  sure 
as  the  morning;  and  he  will 
come  unto  us  as  the  rain,  as 
the  latter  rain  that  w^atereth 
the  earth, 

11:9  I will  not  come  in  wrath. 


Amos,  with  his  severe  sense  of  right,  overlooks  Jehovah’s 
love,  Hosea,  with  his  sensitive  and  emotional  nature,  sees 
the  tender  love  and  sympathy  of  Jehovah  for  Israel. 
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Amo  3 


Hosea 


Love 


2:5,8  she  said  I will  go  after 
my  lovers,  , she  did  not  know 
that  I gave  the  oil,  , the 
grain,  , new  wine,  , silver 
and  gold, 

2:9  Therefore,  I will  allure 
her  and  bring  her  into  the 
wilderness  and  speak  comfort- 
ably unto  her, 

2:19  I will  betroth  thee  to  me 
in  loving  kindness, 

2:20  I will  betroth  thee  unto 
one  in  faithfulness, 

3:1  as  Jehovah  loveth  the 
children  of  Israel, 

4:14  I will  not  punish  your 
daughters , 

5:6  he  hath  withdrawn  himself 
from  them, 

7:13  though  I would  redeem 
them;  they  have  spoken  lies 
against  me, 

7:15  though  I have  taught  and 
strengthened  their  arms, 

11:1-4  When  Israel  v/as  a child 
then  I loved  him,  , I took 
them  on  my  arms  but  they  know 
not  that  I healed  them,  I 
drew  them  with  the  cords  of  a 
man,  with  bands  of  love,  , I 
laid  food  before  them, 

11:8,9  How  shall  I give  thee 
up?  I will  not  execute  the 
fierceness  of  my  anger,  I will 
not  destroy,  , for  I am  God 
and  not  man. 
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Amos  and  Hosea  recognizer  Israel  as  Jehovah’s 
people  and  that  He  has  especially  revealed  Himself 
Amos  Hosea 


cho  s en 
to  Israel, 


A Chosen  People 


3:1,2  children  of  Israel,  , 
the  whole  family  which  I 
brought  up  out  of  the  land  of 
EgyP't,  saying  you  only  have  I 
known  of  all  the  families  of 
i the  earth. 


1:10  ye  are  the  sons  of  the 
living  God, 


11:1  When  Israel  was  a 
child  then  I loved  him  and 
called  my  son  out  of  Egypt, 

12:9  I am  Jehovah,  thy 
God,  from  the  land  of  Egypt, 

Revealed  Himself 


3:7  Surely  the  Lord  will  do 
nothing  except  he  reveal  his 
secret  unto  his  servants  the 
prophets , 


6:5  by  the  prophets,  , my 
judgments  are  as  the  light 
that  goeth  forth 


3:8  the  Lord  Jehovah  hath 
spoken  who  can  but  prophesy? 


12:10  I have  also  spoken 
unto  the  prophets  and  I 
have  multiplied  visions. 


7:1  the  Lord  Jehovah  showed 
me. 


1:3,6,9,11,13;  2:11;  3:10; 
4:4;  6:8  Salth  Jehovah, 


B.  The  Concept  of  Sin, 


In  Amos  and  Hosea  the  fundamental  element  in  evil 
of  every  kind  was  always  disobedience  to  or  disregard  of 
Jehovah.  The  disobedience  or  disregard  took  different  forms 
with  the  prophets,  j^os  saw  it  chiefly  in  the  social  in- 
justices of  his  day;  and  Hosea,  in  disloyalty  or  unfaithful- 
ness to  Jehovah,  Under  whatever  form  the  sin  of  Israel  was 
conceived,  its  essential  nature  remained  the  same.  It  was 
looked  upon  as  directed  primarily  against  Jehovah  rather 
than  man, 

Amos  does  not  say  what  caused  Israel  to  sin,  but  Hosea 
gives  a number  of  reasons,  " They  have  wandered  from  me" 
(7:7,10,13),  "They  have  transgressed  my  covenant  and  tres- 
passed against  my  law"(8:l),  %y  people  are  destroyed  for 
lack  of  knowledge" ( 4: 6) • 

The  passion  of  Amos’  soul  is  for  the  establishment  of 
1 2 

righteousness  and  justice  . The  height  of  iniquity,  to  Amos, 
was  the  oppression  of  the  poor  and  the  unfairness  of  the 
judges,  which  disregarded  the  human  rights  of  the  individual, 
Hosea  does  not  denounce  or  rebuke  these  sins  as  his  older 
contemporary  does. 

The  mixed  cultus  is  the  chief  sin  of  Israel  in  Hosea' s 
eyes.  Amos,  however,  says  nothing  against  the  image  worship 
of  his  day.  But  to  Hosea,  with  his  spiritual  conception  of 


1,  Amos  2:6,8;  6:12 

2,  Amos  5:7;  6:12, 
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God,  such  a materialistic  representation  of  Jehovah  was  un- 
endurable. He  therefore  denounces  image  worship  in  general 
(4;12,17;  11:2;  14:3)  and,  in  particular,  the  cultus  of  the 
golden  calves  and  Baalism.  The  misconception  of  Jehovah, 
due  to  the  worship  of  Him  under  the  guise  of  a calf,  so  dis- 
torted His  character  as  to  put  Him  on  a level  but  little 
above  that  of  the  Baalim,  Both  rituals  alike  emphasized  the 
generating,  life-giving,  fertilizing  powers  of  the  deity  and 
consequently  dfegenerated  into  gross  sensuality  (4:2,10,13, 
14,18) . So  Hosea  attacked  the  cultus  just  as  Amos  had  done; 
though  from  a different  point  of  view.  Amos  had  objected  to 
cultus  as  a substitute  for  justice  toward  fellow-men,  v/hile 
Hosea' s objection  is  that  cultus  in  itself  is  bad.  It  is  the 
expression  of  a wrong  conception  of  Jehovah,  Hence,  Hosea 
attacks  the  Baal  worship  with  uncompromising  hostility  (2:8, 
13,16,17;  7:16;  11:2;  13:1),  To  Amos  the  cult  images  were 
merely  a part  of  an  elaborate  system  which  Jehovah  despised 
as  a trivial  matter  compared  with  right  conduct,  but  to  Hosea 
they  were  the  symbols  of  apostasy. 

Since  Hosea  everywhere  concentrates  his  attention  on  the 
personal  attitude  and  disposition  of  Israel  toward  Jehovah, 
as  constituting  the  essence  of  the  national  sin,  he  is  led 
to  look  at  the  sins  of  the  people's  worship  much  more  closely 
than  Amos  does.  Amos  contents  himself  with  noting  the  acts 
of  injustice  and  immorality  that  are  done  in  the  name  of  re- 
ligion, and  with  urging  that  no  ritual  service  can  be  ac- 


121 


ceptable  to  Jehovah  where  civil  righteousness  is  forgotten. 
Beyond  he  shows  a marked  degree  of  indifference  to  all  prac- 
tices of  social  worship  which  is  not  uncharacteristic  of  an 

j inhabitant  of  the  desert.  But  Israel’s  relation  to  Jehovah 

j 

j with  His  people  at  the  sanctuary  naturally  assumes  a much 

I 

j larger  significance.  Acts  of  v/orship  are  the  direct  embodi- 

I 

I 

' ment  of  the  attitude  and  feelings  of  the  worshipper  toward 

I 

I his  God,  and  in  them  Hosea  finds  the  plainest  exhibition  of 
i Israel’s  unfaithfulness, 

G,  A,  Smith  sums  this  up  "that  to  Amos  and  Hosea  alike 
the  true  standard  of  religious  life  is  the  standard  of  conduct. 
The  state  of  the  nation  before  its  God  is  judged  by  its 
actions;  and  the  prevalence  of  immorality,  oppression, and 
crime  is  the  clearest  proof  that  Israel  has  departed  from  Je- 
hovah, The  analysis  of  Amos  stops  at  this  point;  he  does  not 
I 

I seek  into  the  hidden  springs  of  Israel’s  sin,  but  simply  says, 

! Without  a return  to  civil  righteousness,  which  you  are  daily 

violating,  you  can  find  no  acceptance  before  Jehovah,  Hosea, 

I 

on  the  contrary,  with  his  guiding  principle  of  a relation  of 
love  between  Jehovah  and  Israel,  pierces  beneath  the  visible 
conduct  of  the  nation  to  the  disposition  that  underlies  it, 

Amos  had  said.  Cease  your  ritual  service,  and  do  judgment  and 

I 

justice  (5:24);  Hosea  says,  '*I  desire  love  and  not  sacrifice, 

1 

and  knowledge  of  God  rather  than  burnt  offerings’’  (6:6)," 


1 


Smith,  G.A.  , P^;t^ophets  of  Israel,  p.  164 
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C.  The  Concept  of  Mercy. 

Amos  left  to  Hosea  the  problem  of  matching  the  con- 
cept of  Lav^  and.  Righteousness  with  Mercy  and  Love,  For  Amos, 
the  fear  of  punishment  was  the  only  motive  offered  for  right- 
eous living.  Jehovah  was,  for  Amos,  a righteous  and  ethical 
God,  He  could  scarcely  be  called  a loving,  caring  God.  He 
was  a God,  cold  and  unfeeling.  G,  A.  Smith  suggests  correctly 
I that  the  problem  Amos  left  to  prophecy  "was  not  to  discover 
Love  in  the  Dbity  whom  he  had  so  absolutely  Identified  with 
; the  Law,  The  Love  of  God  needed  no  discovery  among  a people 

I with  the  Deliverance,  the  Exodus,  the  Wilderness  and  the  Gift 

! 

I of  the  land  in  their  memories.  But  the  problem  was  to  prove 
I in  God  so  great  and  new  a mercy  as  was  capable  of  matching 
that  Law,  which  the  abuse  of  His  millennial  gentleness  now 
only  the  more  fully  justified.  There  was  needed  a prophet  to 
arise  with  as  keen  a conscience  of  Law  as  Amos  himself,  and 
yet  affirm  that  Love  greater  still;  to  admit  that  Israel  was 
doomed,  and  yet  promise  their  redemption  by  processes  as  reason- 
able and  as  ethical  as  those  by  which  the  doom  had  been  rendered 
1 

inevitable,"  The  characteristic  of  Hosea  that  expresses 
"grace",  "mercy",  or  "leal  love"  is  hesedh.  Amos  never  once 
uses  the  word  hesedh.  He  uses  the  characteristic  words  of 
"Cedhaquah"  (justice),  and  "Mishpat"  (righteousness).  In 
abort,  Amos  illustrates  the  easily  forgotten  truth  that  a 
ureacher  to  the  "conscience  is  not  necessarily  a preacher  of 


! 


Smith,  G.A. , The  Twelve  Prophets,  p,  229 


1 

repentance, " 

Hosea’s  major  emphasis  is  on  mercy.  He  has  just  as  strqng 
a moral  law  as  does  Amos,  Hosea  is  no  less  enthusiastic  for 
moral  law  than  is  Amos,  for  moral  law  operates  just  as  surely 
as  it  does  in  the  conception  of  Amos,  "What  a man  sows  that 
he  must  also  reap"  is  just  as  true  for  Hosea  as  it  is  for 
Amos,  In  fact,  Jehovah  expresses  His  mercy  through  these 
moral  laws,  Hosea  writes  "For  they  sow  the  wind,  and  they 
shall  reap  the  whirlwind"  (8:7),  He  also  pleads  "Sow  to 
. yourselves  in  righteousness,  reap  according  to  kindness" 
(10:12),  But  in  addition  to  this  inevitable  moral  law  is  a 
mercy  to  match  that  law,  God  demands  mercy  as  well  as  justice, 

I God  himself  is  merciful  and  his  heart  is  torn  with  grief  when 

i 

Israel  sins --punishment  is  not  the  last  word.  Through  dis- 

} 

i clpline  Israel  is  to  be  won  back  to  Jehovah,  Sincere  re- 

I pentance  finds  a waiting  heart--a  heart  which  forgives--a 

j love  which  conouers  sin  and  disloyalty.  The  motive  for 

righteous  living  is  love  rather  than  fear.  The  God  of  Hosea 
says,  "I  v^ill  betroth  thee  to  me  in  lovingkindness  (2:19), 
Jehovah  loveth  the  children  of  Israel  (3:1),  I drew  them  with 
the  cords  of  a m.an,  with  bands  of  love  (11:4),  how  shall  I 
give  thee  up?  I will  not  execute  the  fierceness  of  my  anger 
I will  not  destroy,  , for  I am  God  and  not  man  (11:8,9),  I 
will  heal  their  backsliding,  I will  love  them  freely  for  my 
anger  is  turned  away  from  him,  I will  be  as  the  dew  unto 


1.  Smith,  G.A,,  The  Twelve  Prophets,  n,  229, 
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Israel;  he  shall  blossom  as  the  lily  and  cast  forth  his  roots 
! as  Lebanon  (14:4-5)," 

Hosea  needs  the  stern  moral  emphasis  of  his  predecessor, 
and  Amos  needs  the  Quality  of  tenderness  which  is  found  in 

i 

; Hosea,  The  messages  of  the  two  men  are  complementary  in 
! character,  and  viewed  in  the  larger  light  of  the  experience 
of  both  men  they  form  a harmonious  whole,  Hosea’ s joining 
of  love  with  righteousness  was  a great  contribution  for  re- 
ligion; for  the  healing  of  society  is  possible  only  by  love 
and  righteousness,  Hosea  showed  the  heart  of  God  and  came 
nearer  to  the  insight  that  "God  is  love"  than  any  Old  Testa- 
ment prophet.  So  profoundly  did  Hosea  see  the  divine  nature 

I 

1 was  love  and  mercy  that  "he  is  first  prophet  of  grace, 

1 

Israel’s  first  evangelist,"  Prom,  the  time  of  Hosea  the  con- 
I ception  of  Jehovah  as  a God  of  mercy  and  love  has  never  left 

j our  theology.  We  owe  to  him  the  profound  conception  of  the 

i 

I 

j love  of  God,  Jesus  only  surpassed  him,  Hosea’s  glory  is 

that  he  approached  so  nearly  the  great  mystery  of  redemption, 
"Herein  is  love,  not  tha.t  we  loved  God,  but  that  he  first 
loved  us,  and  sent  His  Son  to  be  the  propitiation  of  our 
sins,"  (I  John  4:10), 


1 


Smith,  G.A,,  The  Twelve  Prophets,  p,  230 


D,  The  Concept  of  Righteousness  and  Justice 


I 

! 

j 

I 


Amos  came  forth  preaching  the  righteousness  of  Ood, 
He  vindicates  the  moral  personality  of  God,  emphasizing  that 
the  essence  of  the  divine  nature  is  absolute  righteousness, 
Hosea  came  preaching  that  the  essence  of  the  divine  nature  is 
love  and  mercy.  To  Hosea,  as  to  Amos,  justice  and  the  ob- 
ligations of  civil  righteousness  are  still  the  chief  sphere 
within  which  the  right  knowledge  of  Jehovah  and  due  regard 
for  His  covenant  are  tested. 

The  Jehovali  of  Amos  is  the  one  God  and  his  sovereignty 
knows  no  boundries.  His  requirement  of  righteousness  is 
universal.  Not  only  Israel  but  all  the  nations  are  obliged 
to  observe  the  fundamental  laws  of  humanity  and  social 
morality,  Hosea  is  more  concerned  with  Israel  knowing  Je- 
hovah, 


I 

I 

I 


Amos  denounced  the  social  and  economic  wrongs  because 
:they  violated  the  princip^-es  of  righteousness  and  justice, 
Hosea  says  little  about  social  and  commercial  injustices  but 
Amos  does  not  hesitate  to  condemn  the  senseless  luxury  of 
the  rich,  the  oppression  sind  exploitation  of  the  poor  and 
the  unfairness  of  the  judges.  The  tale  of  sin  is  much  the 
same  in  Amos  as  in  Hosea  and  the  younger  prophet  is  certainly 
not  indifferent  to  the  sins  which  his  older  contemporary  de- 
nounces, However,  Hosea  is  more  interested  in  tracing  the 


sins  in  their  sources  than  about  describing  them  in  detail. 
If  Israel  claims  the  prerogative  of  intimacy,  it  simply 


means  special  responsibility.  The  prophets  both  agree  that 
the  relation  between  Jehovah  and  Israel  is  entirely  moral  and 
will  be  dissolved  if  the  moral  conditions  are  not  fulfilled. 
Thus,  Amos  dwells  on  the  social  sins  with  his  chief  emphasis 
that  justice  between  man  and  man  is  required  of  Jehovah, 

Deeds  alone  count.  Justice  means  life  with  God,  his  com- 
panionship and  cooperation,  Hosea  says  more  about  the  im- 
morality, actual  and  figurative,  of  the  prevailing  practices 
of  the  day,  and  his  chief  emphasis  falls  on  the  idea  of  re- 
ligion as  a right  inward  relation  to  God, 

Amos  laid  the  basis  for  ethical  monotheism  and  became 
its  first  exponent,  Amos  assumed  knowledge  of  the  moral  law 
in  all  men,  and  its  implications  as  well.  Because  Jehovah  is 
righteous  and  visits  men  everywhere,  he  came  to  be  regarded 
as  the  one  God,  Hosea  probed  more  deeply  in  the  realm  of  the 
heart  and  declares  that  the  only  life  worth  living  is  a life 
which  has  a knowledge  of  God,  Righteousness,  love  and  truth 
spring  from  a knowledge  of  Jehovah  (6:6;  12; 6),  The  mono- 
theistic emphasis'  of  Amos  is  missed  in  Hosea  with  its  uni- 
versal implication;  but  Hosea  points  forward  to  his  spiritual 
kinsman,  John,  who  wrote  ”Th.is  is  life,  that  we  might  know 
Thee,  the  only  true  God,  and  him  Thou  didst  send,  even  Jesus 


Christ 


tt 


E,  The  Concept  of  Salvation. 

It  was  the  eighth  century  prophets  who  revealed  the 
moral  character  and  requirements  of  Jehovah,  and  as  a conse- 
quence saw  the  depth  of  sin,  Amos  led  the  way.  He  saw  in 
the  sin  of  the  people  an  offence  against  righteousness,  Is- 
rael had  forgotten  to  he  humane,  just,  righteous,  and  moral, 
and  in  their  place  had  substituted  the  externals  of  religion. 

In  their  eyes  moral  deficiencies  were  matters  of  indifference, 
provided  the  formal  routine  of  festival -keeping  and  sacrifice 
was  properly  performed.  It  was  this,  they  persuaded  them- 
selves, v/hich  assured  Jehovah's  favor,  and  it  was  something 
which  was  far  easier  to  observe  than  the  restraints  of  morality 
Israel  believed  Jehovah  would  disregard  her  moral  delinquen- 
cies if  they  offered  gifts  and  made  pilgrimages  to  His  shrine, 
Amos  claimed  that  only  those  who  "seek  good"  can  claim  the 
favor  of  Jehovah,  whose  lives  reflect  the  righteousness  of 
their  Ood,  Morality  was  repentance,  to  Amos  (5:14),  and 
showed  itself  in  the  reformation  of  morals  (5:17,24),  What 
Jehovah  requires  is  for  Israel  to  seek  Him  in  the  practice 
of  civil  righteousness,  a doing  of  justice,  or  there  is  no 
acceptance  before  Jehovah,  Prosperity  and  life  were  promised 
(5:4)  to  those  who  meet  this  demand,  while  all  disaster  is 
due  to  the  wrath  of  Jehovah  against  those  who  fall  short  of 
this  requirement  (3:6).  To  Hosea  the  sin  of  Israel  was 
grievous  because  it  was  a sin  against  Jehovah's  love.  When 
he  called  it  "whoredom",  he  conceived  of  sin  as  an  attitude 


of  mind,  an  alienation  of  affection  which  debases  conduct. 

So  repentance  with  him  is  a change  of  mind,  an  awakening  to 
the  truth  about  Jehovah,  a return  unto  Him  (6:1;7:10;  14:1,2), 
and  a new  understanding  of  His  character  (4:6).  Repentance 
is  made  possible  because  Jehovah  loves  Israel  and  longs  to 
forgive  her,  but  it  can  only  come  through  stern  discipline. 
Her  land  laid  waste,  she  must  live  the  desert  life  again, 
and  so  learn  to  depend  on  Jehovah  alone  (2:14-16), 

Amos  deals  mainly  with  Israel  as  a nation  while  Hosea 
deals  mainly  with  Israel  as  a moral  individual,  Amos  speaks 
of  Jehovah  as  the  God  of  the  nations  ruling  and  judging  the 
nations  as  well  as  His  own  people.  The  restored  and  reunited 
Israel  was  to  possess  the  nations,  Hosea  remains  silent 
about  the  nations.  He  has  no  word  to  say  either  of  their 
judgment  or  redemption.  His  message  is  limited  to  Israel, 
Jehovah's  chosen  people  (11:1;  13:4),  and  Jehovah  is  Israel’s 
God  (1:9;  5:4;  13:4),  This  formula  limits  Hosea’s  theology 
and  overshadows  the  universal  point  of  view.  He  notices  the 
existence  of  the  nations,  but  he  is  not  interested  in  them 
as  Amos  was,  except  as  a source  of  temptation  to  his  people 
and  as  powers  which  will  chastise  Israel,  This  self-imposed 
limitation  of  outlook  also  explains  Hosea' s apparent  lack 
in  the  Individual,  It  would  be  precarious  to  infer  that 
Hosea  neither  knew  or  cared  about  the  destiny  of  the  nations. 
It  is  with  Israel  that  he  has  to  do.  His  intense  love  for 
his  people  leads  him  to  concentrate  his  attention  on  them. 
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G,  A,  Smith  suggests  that  "no  man’s  doctrine  of  repentance 
is  intelligible  without  his  doctrine  of  God;  and  it  is  because 
Hosea’s  doctrine  of  God  is  so  rich,  so  fair  and  so  tender, 
that  his  doctrine  of  repentance  is  so  full  and  gracious.  Here 
we  see  the  difference  between  him  and  Amos,  Amos  had  also 
used  the  phrase  with  frequency;  again  and  again  he  had  ap- 
pealed to  the  people  to  seek  God  and  to  return  to  God,  But 
from  mos  it  v/ent  forth  only  as  a pursuing  voice,  a voice 
' crying  in  the  wilderness.  Hosea  lets  loose  behind  it  a heart, 

I plies  the  people  with  gracious  thoughts  of  God,  and  brings 
about  them,  not  the  voices  only,  but  the  atmosphere,  of  love, 

I will  be  as  the  dew  unto  Israel,  promises  the  Most  High;  but 

i 

I He  is  before  His  promise.  The  chapters  of  Hosea  are  drenched 

I 

i 

with  the  dew  of  God's  mercy,  of  which  no  drop  falls  on  those 
of  Amos,  but  there  God  is  rather  the  roar  as  of  a lion,  the 
flash  as  of  lightning.  Both  prophets  bid  Israel  turn  to  God; 
but  Amos  means  by  that,  to  justice,  truth  and  purity,  while 
Hosea  describes  a husband,  a father,  long-suffering  and  full 
of  mercy.  'I  bid  you  come  back,'  cries  Amos,  But  Hosea 
pleads,  'If  only  you  were  av/are  of  what  God  is,  you  would  come 
back,’  'Come  back  to  God  and  live,'  cries  Amos;  but  Hosea, 
'Come  back  to  God,  for  He  is  Love,'  Amos  calls,  'Come  back 
at  once,  for  there  is  but  little  time  left  till  God  must 
j visit  you  in  judgment';  but  Hosea,  'Come  back  at  once,  for 
God  has  loved  you  so  long  and  so  kindly,'  Amos  cries,  'Turn, 
j for  in  front  of  you  is  destruction';  but  Hosea,  'Turn,  for 


I 

I 


behind  you  is  God,'  And  that  is  why  all  Eosea's  preaching  of 

1 


repentance  is  so  evangelical," 


1,  anith,  G.A.,  The  Tv/elve  prophets,  p,  338-339 
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Amos  is  the  prophet  of  impending  doom.  Nothing 
can  arrest  the  doom  which  will  surely  come  as  a result  of  the 
unrighteousness  of  Israel,  Israel  must  suffer  punishment,  and 
the  punishment  will  be  utter  demolition.  No  one  had  ever 
dreamed  such  a thing  for  the  nation.  It  is  expressed  many 
times  and  in  many  forms,  always  terrible  and  always  irrevocable 
It  is  the  unmistakable  expression  of  the  condemnation  of  wicked 
Israel  by  the  absolutely  righteous  Jehovah,  Judgment  and  doom 
are  inevitable  and  cannot  be  long  delayed,  Hosea  foresees 
that  sinners  must  be  destroyed;  but  further,  he  puts  into  the 
mouth  of  the  nation  confessions  and  prayers  which  point  to  the 
radical  change  needed  (5:15;  6:lff;  14ff ) , But  Amos  sees 
the  nation  purified  by  judgment.  Threats  and  the  nature  of 
the  doom  will  be  shown  in  parallel  columns, 

Amos  Hosea 


Threats  of  Doom 


4:2  they  shall  take  you  away 
j with  hooks  and  your  residue 
! with  fish-hooks, 

j 4:3  Ye  shall  go  out  at  the 
breaches.  , , and  ye  shall 
cast  yourselves  into  Harmon, 


4:12  Therefore,  thus  will  I 
do  unto  thee,  0 Israel,  and 
becavise  I will  do  this  unto 
thee,  prepare  to  meet  thy  God, 
0 Israel, 

B:12  And  they  shall  wander 
from  sea  to  sea,  and  from  the 

north  even  tn  the 


5:14  I even  I,  will  carry 
them  off  and  there  shall  be 
none  to  deliver, 

9:15  Because  of  all  the 
wickedness  of  their  doings 
I will  love  them  no  more; 

I will  drive  them  out  of  my 
house, 

9:17  And  they  shall  be  wan- 
derers among  the  nations. 


11:6  Repentance  shall  be  hid 
from  mine  eyes. 


Amos 


Hosea 


Nature  of  the  Doom 


2:13-16  No  one  can  escape  except 

5:3  A small  remnant, 

8:9  Likened  to  the  eclipse;  a 
day  of.  . . 

8:10  mourning.  . lamentation.  . 
sackcloth.  . baldness.  . the  end 
of  a bitter  day, 

8:11  A famine.  . of  hearing  the 
words  of  Jehovah 

9:1-7  Terrible  cataclysms.  . and  4i3  Therefore  shall  the  land 
Jehovah’s  face  will  be  hidden,  mourn  and  everyone  that 

dwell eth  therein  shall  a 
languish  with  the  beasts  of 
the  fields  and  the  birds  of 
the  heavens;  yea,  and  the 
fishes  of  the  sea  shall 
also  be  taken  away. 


Alas,  Israel  must  go  into  captivity  and  suffer  exile  from 
their  native  land, 

Amos  Hosea 


Captivity 


6:7  I will  cause  you  to  go  into 
captivity  beyond  Damascus, 

7:ll  Israel  shall  surely  be  led 
away  captive  out  of  his  land. 


8:13  they  shall  return  to 
Egypt. 

9:3  They  shall  not  dwell  in 
Jehovah’s  land  but  Ephraim 
shall  return  to  Egypt  and 
they  shall  eat  unclean  food 
in  Assyria, 

9:6  Egypt  shall  gather  them 
up,  Memphis  shall  bury  them, 

11:5  The  Assyrian  shall  be 
their  king  because  they  re- 
fused to  return  to  me. 


Although  Hosea’s  immediate  future  is  one  of  doom,  he  has 
a bright  message  of  hope  (14:1-8),  Hosea  saw  more  clearly 
because  he  saw  hope  shining  through  the  clouds  of  doom;  Amos 
saw  only  more  clouds.  If  Amos  ever  saw  hope  he  never  did  pub- 
lish it.  He  had  nothing  but  unrelieved  doom  and  only  refers 
to  the  possibility  that  even  a few  might  be  saved  (5;16). 

Hosea  taught  the  possibility  and  the  true  nature  of  repentance 
if  it  would  be  availing  (2:2;  5:4;  6:6;  10:12);  but  would 
Israel,  accustomed  to  a fitful  repentance,  ever  enjoy  the  true 
experience?  Amos  pointed  out  a way  of  escape  by  the  way  of 
repentance,  open  to  a very  few  (4:4,6;  14ff) , Whatever  ex- 
pectation Amos  may  have  had  at  the  opening  of  his  ministry, 
all  hope  deserted  him  as  he  saw  the  utter  lack  of  response  to 
his  message.  The  prophets’  hope  of  restoration  is  shown  in 
the  following  references: 

Amos  Hosea 


Hope  of  Restoration 


3:12  As  the  shepherd  rescueth 
out  of  the  mouth  of  the  lion 
two  legs,  or  a piece  of  an  ear, 
so  shall  the  children  of  Israel 
be  rescued. 


5:6  Seek  Jehovah  and  ye  shall 
live. 


2:14-23  Behold  I will  allure 
her  and  bring  her  into  the 
wilderness,  , I will  even  be- 
troth her  unto  me  in  faith- 
fulness; and  thou  shalt  know 
Jehovah, 

11:8-11  How  shall  I give  thee 
up?  , , I will  not  come  in 
wrath,  . they  shall  walk  be- 
fore Jehovah,  , they  shall,  , 
come  and  I will  make  them  to 
dwell  in  their  houses. 

14:4  I will  heal  their  back- 
sliding, I will  love  them 
freely  for  mine  anger  is 
turned  away  from  him. 


154 


The  people  of  Israel  had.  a popular  hope  of  the  "day  of 
Jehovah"  and  they  ardently  looked  for  the  day,  when  Jehovah 
Himself  would  triumph  over  all  of  Israel’s  enemies.  Hosea’s 
outlook  is  different  from  Amos’  downlook  as  he  holds  out  a 

r' 

brighter  picture,  Amos  rudely  shattered  the  popular  belief 
in  that  day  (5:18), 

Amos  Hosea 

The  Day  of  Jehovah 

The  popular  belief; 

3:18  a day  of  light. 

3:20  a day  of  brightness. 

I The  Prophet’s  idea; 

5:17  I will  pass  through  the 
midst  of  thee,  saith  Jehovah, 

5:18  darkness  and  not  light, 

1 

j 

I 
i 

5:19  full  of  perils, 

I 

1 

5:20  very  dark  and  no  bright- 
ness in  it. 


2:19  a day  of  righteousness, 
justice,  lovingkindness,  and 
mercies , 

2:18  A new  covenant  of  peace 
and  safety  for  man,  bird  and 
beast, 

2:21  And  it  shall  come  to 
pass  in  that  day,  I will 
answer,  saith  Jehovah,  I will 
answer  the  heavens,  and  they 
shall  answer  the  earth, 

2:22  And  the  earth  shall  answei' 
the  grain,  and  the  new  wine, 
and  the  oil;  and  they  shall 
answer  Jezreel. 


9:4  I will  set  mine  eyes  upon 
them  for  evil  and  not  for  good. 

9:1-7  a final  judgment  sparing 
none , 


2:23  And  I will  sow  her  unto 
me  in  the  earth;  and  I will 
have  mercy  upon  her  that  had 
not  obtained  mercy;  and  I will 
say  to  them  that  were  not  my 
people.  Thou  are  my  people: 
and  they  shall  say.  Thou  art 
my  God, 
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j Hosea  describes  the  future  as  a time  of  restored  pros- 

I 

perity  and  fertility,  but  one  could  hardly  see  in  Amos  any 
future  at  all.  The  supreme  goal  and  aspiration  of  Hosea  is 

I 

l 

' that  Israel  will  walk  in  perfect  fellowship  of  life  and  love 
j with  Jehovah  and  His  purpose  will  be  realized  completely  in 
them.  The  following  references  will  enable  us  to  see  the 
prophets*  conceptions  of  the  future, 

Amos  Hosea 


Conception  of  the  Future 


3:12  As  the  shepherd  rescueth 
out  of  the  mouth  of  the  lion 
two  legs,  or  a piece  of  an  ear, 
so  shall  the  children  of  Israel 
be  rescued. 


5:6  Seek  ye  Jehovah  and  ye 
shall  live. 


l:il  And  the  children  of  Judah 
and  the  children  of  Israel 
shall  be  gathered  together 
and  they  shall  appoint  them- 
selves one  head  and  shall  go 
up  from  the  land;  for  great 
shall  be  the  day  of  Jezreel 
(Israel) , 

5:15  Repentance  is  the  con- 
dition of  restoration,  ’*I 
will  go  and  return  to  my 
place  till  they  acknowledge 
their  offence  and  seek  my 
face, " 


11:10  They  shall  walk  after 
Jehovah, 
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CHAPTER  VI.  SUMMARY. 

In  Chapter  One  there  were  many  passages  in 
both  Amos  and  Hosea  which  are  doubted  as  originating  with 

■ these  early  writers.  The  writings  of  various  scholars  were 

\ 

} consulted  concerning  the  prophets’  literature  and  many  pas- 

I 

sages  were  excluded  from  this  thesis  because  there  was  not 
sufficient  evidence  to  establish  their  validity*  Therefore, 
in  Amos  we  reject  1:1;  2:4,5  and  9:8-15;  and  in  Hosea,  1:7; 

I 

3:5;  4:15;  6:H;  8:14;  14:9.  The  Books  of  K^ngs  and  Chronicles 

' are  accepted  as  trustworthy  sources  but  they  are  not  satis- 
factorily arranged.  It  is  necessary  to  go  to  other  sources 
in  order  to  establish  the  chronology  of  the  books.  Archae- 
ology speaks  when  the  Bible  is  silent  and  clears  up  the  dif- 
ficulties concerning  chronology  and  history.  It  confirms 
dates,  events,  characters,  locations, and  the  general  conditions 
of  the  eighth  century. 

In  Chapter  Two  the  historical  background  of  the  eighth 
century  prophets  was  considered.  We  began  with  the  reign  of 
the  wicked  King,  Jehu,  (843-816  B.C.),  and  continued  down  to 
the  Fall  of  Samaria  (722  B,C.),  tracing  the  political  sit- 
uation, The  reign  of  Jeroboam  was  especially  considered  be- 
cause the  prophets  are  contemporaries  in  the  latter  part  of 
his  reign.  Political  chaos  was  the  inevitable  outcome  of 
Israel's  great  prosperity  and  its  accompanying  social  and 
economic  excesses.  Kings  follov/ed  each  other  in  rapid  suc- 
cession, and  foreign  alliances  were  bought.  The  courts  daz- 
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zled  in  pomp  and  splendor.  The  excessive  social,  economic, 
and  religious  situations  became  even  more  accentuated. 

In  Chapter  Three  a comprehensive  study  of  the  personal 
history  and  character  of  the  prophets  was  made  in  order  to 
understand  their  messages.  The  ministry  of  Amos  was  from 
about  760  B,C,  to  740  B.C,  and  that  of  his  younger  contm- 
porary,  Hosea,  at  least  ten  years  later,  about  750  to  735  B,C, 
Amos  was  a native  of  Judah  whereas  Hosea  was  a citizen  of  the 
North  and  at  home  with  his  people.  The  call  to  prophecy 
seems  to  have  been  in  response  to  their  he»^rt3,  to  the  social, 
economic  and  religious  situations  in  terms  of  their  personal 
religious  experiences.  It  was  the  shepherd  life,  in  the 
midst  of  the  wild  threatening  surroundings,  which  gave  Amos' 
message  its  tone  of  stern  and  unrelenting  justice  and  right- 
eousness, Likev/ise,  the  domestic  tragedy  of  a broken-hearted 
lover  and  husband  found  its  echo  in  the  ministry  of  Hosea, 
Their  approach  is  different. 

In  Chapter  Povir  the  fundamental  religious  concepts  of  the 
prophets  were  discussed  at  length.  The  concept  of  God  re- 
vealed that  the  God  of  Amos  and  Hosea  is  all-powerful,  but 
the  idea  of  power  occupies  no  such  place  in  the  thought  of 
Hosea  as  in  that  of  Amos,  Hosea  has  practically  nothing  to 
say  about  the  omniscience  of  Jehovah,  whereas  in  Ajnos  this 
attribute  is  prominent,  Jehovah  is  never  called  the  God  of 
Israel  in  Am.os  for  He  is  the  ruling  sovereign  of  the  whole 
world,  Hosea  sees  Jehovah  concerned  especially  with  a single 
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, nation,  exhibiting  no  interest  outside  of  Israel,  That  Je- 

i 

j hovah  is  just,  and  righteous,  and  moral  is  evident  by  both 
prophets.  However,  Amos  ijiniversally  demands  these  qualities 
while  Hosea  is  interested  only  in  Israel  showing  them.  There  3s 
little  mercy  or  love  in  the  God  of  Amos  but  with  Hosea  both 
are  plenteous.  Both  prophets  recognize  Israel  is  Jehovah’s 
chosen  people  and  that  He  has  especially  revealed  Himself  to 
Israel , 

Sin  to  Amos  was  summed  up  in  terms  of  injustice  and  un- 
righteousness whereas  HOsea  analyzed  the  sins  in  terms  of 

I 

' "whoredom”  or  a lack  of  knowledge  of  Jehovah,  The  chief  sin 

I of  Israel,  in  Hosea ’s  mind,  is  the  mixed  cultus,  Amos  says 

I 

nothing  of  the  image  v/orship  of  his  day  but  objects  to  the 

j cultus  as  a substitute  for  justice  toward  fellowmen,  while 

i Hosea’ s objection  is  that  the  cultus  in  itself  is  bad, 

i 

j Amos  left  the  problem  of  matching  the  concept  of  Law  and 

Righteousness  with  Mercy  and  Love,  which  Hosea  did  admirably, 
Hosea,  v/ith  his  sensitive  emotional  nature,  sees  the  tender 
love  and  sympathy  of  Jehovah  for  Israel  but  Amos,  with  his 
severe  sense  of  right  and  justice,  overlooks  Jehovah’s  love 
and  mercy, 

Amos  preached  that  the  essence  of  the  divine  nature  is 
absolute  righteousness  but  Hosea  said  that  it  was  love  and 
mercy,  Amos  dwells  on  the  social  sins  with  his  chief  emphasis 
that  justice  and  righteousness  are  required  by  Jehovah,  Hosea 
is  more  interested  in  finding  the  source  of  sin  than  describing 
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it  in  detail,  Hosea's  chief  emphasis  falls  on  the  idea  of  re- 
ligion as  a right  inward  relation  to  God, 

To  Amos  morality  was  repentance  and  showed  itself  in  the 
reformation  of  morals,  Vlhat  Jehovah  required  is  for  Israel 
to  practice  righteousness  and  justice  or  there  is  no  acceptance 
before  Him,  To  Hosea  repentance  is  a change  of  mind,  an  awakenj 
ing  to  truth  about  Jehovah,  a return  limto  Him,  and  a new?  under- 
standing of  His  character,  Jehovah  cannot  forgive  sin  without 
repentance  but  is  ready,  waiting,  and  desires  to  forgive.  The 
result  of  true  repentance  is  eternal  harmony  with  Jehovah--a 
recognition  of  the  eternal  law  of  mercy  and  the  conduct  of 
life  in  accordance  with  it. 

The  prophets  came  to  a sharp  contrast  on  the  final  out- 
come of  things.  Doom  is  inevitable  for  Amos  and  Hosea,  Howeveij, 
in  the  doom  that  was  hastening  on,  Amos  could  see  no  ray  of 
hope,  Hosea  saw  more  clearly  than  did  Amos,  with  his  hope 
based  upon  the  divine  love.  Punishment  must  come  but  it  is 
a means  to  an  end-- the  salvation  of  Jehovah’s  people.  In  the 
future  Israel  would  be  in  perfect  fellowship  of  life  and  love 
with  Jehovah  and  His  purpose  would  be  completely  realized  in 
them. 

In  Chapter  Five  a comparison  and  contrast  was  made  of  the 
fundamental  religious  concepts  set  forth  in  the  preceding 
chapter. 
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